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editorial opinion

A runs ‘Blue’ program,
but B pays all the bills

Blue Cross rates are going up again—more than
25 per cent this vear.

In the past three vears. Blue Cross rate increas-
cs have far exceeded the cost of living increases
in the state and nation—which have themsclves
been incredible

Somebody: has to tell Blue Cross it either has to
reduce some of its programs or do a better job
controlling costs in hospitals.

Cost increases at the rates we have seen in the
Blues over the last three years. if continued. ‘will
destroy private medical health care and lead us
o some sort of national program

It's a proven facl that government. with its bu-
reaucracies. is never as cost-efficient as private
enterprise. but it certainly cant do worse than
what 1s happening in the medical care lield today.

THERE 1S A NAGGING question of why Blue
Cross 1s allowing 1ts costs to get out of hand. but
1t shouldn’t nag fer too long when we see the com-
position of the Michigan Blue Cross board of direc-
tors. who set policy for the programs

1t has a 4R.person board

There are seven doctors of medicine and two
doctors of osteopathy. eight hospital adminis-
trators. one pharmacist. one nurse plus two Blue
Cross ofhicials This makes up almost 44 per cent
of the board .

It's a bit better than the old days. when more
than half the board members were medical
people but 1t s still a problem

THE PEOPLE in this category on the board
are nol necessarily interested in reducing rates
They are the people who profit from increased
medical costs

In addition to these medically-oriented people
there are five representatives from labor unions.
which ts & httle more than 10 per cent of the
board  Thesc unton representatives are interested
in better programs for their constituencies They
do nat have to pay the bill. nor do their members
have to pay the till The employers of their mem.
bers pay the bill

Together. these two groups represent more than
30 per cent of the board So who is sitting on the
board to protect the interest of the employers—
who are paving the bill—or of the individuals who
are not part of group plans®

WELL. THERE ARE FIVE persons on the
board representing foandations And there are an-
other four representing colleges and universities
Certainly these people arc not going to spend
many sleepless nights trving to hold down med:-
cal costs

Yes, Fr. M’am

Thes had a praver breakfast n a community
mot far from here recently. and on the program
was this histing  ~“Scripture Readings: Old Testa-
ment—Mrs  Rev  John Smith. Pastor. St
Cathohe Church ™~

It made you wonder- Did a priest not onty get
marnied but have his wife ordained as well”
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Of the 48 members of the board. who would
really be interested in setting medical policy to
hold costs down?

There are seven representatives from large in-
dustrial i t pi i from
smaller businesses. two bankers and a housewife
They are 27 per cent of the jboard.

Is there any question in anyone’s mind as to
why health care insurance premiums will contin-
ue to rise in the future faster than the cost of liv-
ing”

~Parks are like motherhood. How can you be
against them ™" asked F. Frank Richardson. chair-
man of the Oakland County Parks and Recreation
Commission

For increasing numbers of folks. it's easy to be
agamnst parks In 1971, Oakland voters gave more
than 2-1 approval to renewal of a quarter-mill
property tax for the park system

Five years later. with a more developed system
and with mare persons having used the parks. the
victory margin was down Voters May 18 gave the
ballot proposal only 58 per cent. support

1t was—and 1s—the position of fellow Observer
& Eccentric editors and myself that the parks mil-
lage 15 a good deal and that voters were correct
in approving 1 But we cannot be blind to the sad
fact that parks aren't as popular with taxpayers
as they used to be: that they are no longer in the
same class as motherhood. the flag and apple pie
tActually. motherhood is no longer as popular as
it used to be—but that is another matter »

IN PART. one can point to the fact we're suffer-
ing from the lingering effects of a recession. and
taxpayers tend to be tight-fisted with their remain-
ing bucks

But it's even more significant that parks have
been getting a lot of bad publicity. True. the Oak-
land park system hasn't had the kinds of prob-
lems other systems have suffered with. but such
fine distinctions get blurred in voters’ minds

Scveral state parks now ban alcohol in any
shape or form Others have banned persons want-
ing to visit campers Put plainly. there have been
rrob]nms with some yvoung people. rowdyism.
ate-night partying. substance abuse. bad lan-
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guage uttered at the tops of the lungs
kind of thing

Oakland residents are farmuliar with the kinds of
problems encountered in neighboring Wayne Coun-
ty's lovely Hines Parkway. along the Middie
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mobs beefed-up park patrols The

Hill
news spreads
THERE MAY BE a message to Oakland County

officials 1n the relatively small marin of victory
May 18

The opposition came from people in the north
ern reaches of the county—Citizens Aganst Park
Expansion: For a tiny group without much dough
thev made a big naise about county plans Logic
al constructive criticlsm man or fmav not have
been their true motiwation but thev made 1t
sound good

The opposition lost the war but ¢ mav have
sent 3 message to the parks and recreatinn com-
mission in much the same way the anti-war dem-
onstrators failed to get us oyt of Vietram but
made certain no future president will ever 2ot us
into that kind of undeclared war

The message s that the public wont o for a
tax-supported park system that gets too far away
from a pastoral setting | think the commussion s
smart cnough to leamn the lesson

The journalist as ‘star’—
it’s not good for the trade

There's something strange going on inside the
trade of journalism Strange. ves. and important
enough to justify a violaton of the journalist's
usual code of public silence about the inner work-
ings of the trade

Consider the following events:

eBarbara Walters signs a uniquely lucrative
contract to co-anchor the ABC-TV network eve-
ning news show for a million bucks a year for
five years A competent newsperson has become
a highly-valued entertainment property

*Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein gain great
acclaim with their book on the breaking of the Wa-
tergate story. “'All the President’'s Men ™ The
movie version is ly successful. generating.
as a by-product. a velocity to the cult of the
i gative reporter Wi 1as they are
now collectively known! then write another much-
publicized book about the last days of the Nixon

with s We turned the who'e dav over In

The dispute reached a' peak e year

Ay wenetimes hapgess The Straller
Jumgusd diwn n his eass chair the othee  them
g dored oft 2 bt and had aoe of

the et e able dreams be has had in
qut . shil

Whi'h he cnutd hear the blanng ol the
s and then the muttled drums he
drearsed be was back home on Memnnal
Dy vanding on the curb watching his
rasdiatier The Colonel  commander
o the Gramd Army Pt leading the pa
racke nts an 1 blark horse and enducting
the salemn ceremans of placing lowers on
the wranes in the cemedery

Whes he awakened The Stroller had 1o
iyt the recullection of ~The Calonel
At his stuft, [ was the one day in®
e vear o which he lonked forward with

reat pride I was iy dav. and peoudly
wearni the his army blues with the black
fedota bt ad the €old braid. be made the
LLLUSNT I

MEMORIAL DAY ccremomes have
canged a great deal in the gavt ¢
ot twn Trday n many commanites
there s a short parade & small gathenng
0 the eaty park to listen 1o some politician
delivenng a patnonc speech, and then the
dsburement to the golf coures.
gounds auto race: baseball field and
fhoree park:

It wasnt fike that 1n the old daysy when
we still had the seterans af the (vit War

There would be the wwal parsde back
home then a walk over the bndge stop
Ang & while w0 drop flowers into the Le
hgh Ruver to pay tribute to the <aslors
who gave their lnes n the war between
the states and then on ta the cemeter for
the man Inbute

1T WAS AT THE chapel In the cometery
an the it overiooking our. hittle town. that
“The Colonel really put on & show He
handled the ceremonies masterfully while
e of the school chldren. winner of an
oratorical contest. recited Lancoin's Gettys-
burg Address. Following that he showed
the way while placing flowers on the
wases—tn on fow —of hie departed com.
rades

Few in the gathering ever reahaed 1
bt there was a bl of jealousy briween
“The Colorel” and s predecessor. Capt
Joneph Matchette a kindly old gent with &
Jong. white beard and ~ The Unlanel”" uned
this day to enrich hin cxo.

1L e (hat when Capt Matchette was
elevated in rank_ he was in a hospal recy
perating from wounds And The Strolier's
wandiather never one 1o munce words.
claimed that the wounded man never had
been on the finng line

For that reawn. G "~ desgrated
temsell a “Colonel.”” and he nurved the riv
alny untl the’ day he died.

when he defeated Capt Matchette fof the
office of post cos 7. thus earning the
right 1o lead the Memonal Day parade

For vears. Capt Matchette had led the
parade on a prancing white horse Thst
vear however. when *The Colone!” report-
d at the iding stable expecting to get the
white horve he was told (hat 1t was the
property of Capt Matchette Morrover. he
wa told. the only horse availabie was a
fortorn looking black enc. He protested
and protested. Bt 1o no avall

it so the route of the parade
called for a leh turn off the main street on
to the bridge and then on to the cemetery
On thus particular day. as he was making
the turn on the old black horse. he looked
back and saw Capl. Matchette and hus
white horse stumble.

To the amazement of all and The Strol-
Jet 1n particular. * )

of it has lived through the years.
Now the veterans of the Grand Army of

eram

World War 11-don put as much emphs-
513 on Memorial Day ceremonies IUs too
bad, for t was a rare privilege 1o have
walked and talked with the veterans of the
GAR. the men who fought 1o wave the
Union
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ation which uses very dubious reporting
methods to give A spurious sense of omniscience
to their descriptions Good reporting has become
novel writing

*0Ohio Congressman Wayne Hays is charged mn
a story. first run by Washington Post. with
putting his mistress on the public payroll in the
House of Representatives Hays responds by
saying the Post is out to get him because he
made some prior remarks about the collective hv-
ing arrangements of former TV personality Sally
Quinn and Post editor Ben Bradiee News judg-
ment has become infected with charges of persor.-
al vendetta

WHAT HAS HAPPENED. [ fear. in the post-
Watergate world is that the press collectively and
journalists individually have becom® culture
heroes.

The press has become the symbol for shining in-
corruptibility and infallibility. Reporters. espe-
cially of the investigative sort. have become the
new knights in shining armor. riding off in all di-
rections to do battle with a system which 18
deemed by definition as corrupt. Editors have be-
come the generals of the forces of good. arraying
their staffs in battle against evil throughout the
land

The press simply isnt infallible; when it starts
thinking it is. it's getting a swelled head. In-
vestigative reporting i a very valuable tool in an
imperfect world. but reporters. in order to be
good ones. need not endlessly skulk around dark
corners always assuming the worst Editors are
not great sages for our age: they generally are
harried people. trying to administer limited staff
against the pressures of deadline. accuracy and
ethics.

FOR THE PRESS to be seen as culture herv is
not only inaccurate, it's dangerous presumption.
because it carries with it the risk that the press
will thereby become so tangled up in pre
occupations of ego and money and personality
and power that it will start failing to do its real

! Barbara Walters is a good newsperson. espe-
cially skilled at interview. But now that she
the ego trip of $1 million & year to contend with.
she's going to have to find that million dollat
super-story every night. That's going to do some-
thing to her judgment of the news.
Woodstein jointly are good investigative report-
ers who did this courtry an immense service by
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tracking down the spiral horror of the Nixon
drama But now thev have to contend with pub-
licists for their new book and negotiations with ty-
coons for the cinema contract for the seript and
God knows what else If the proper environment
for a good investigative reporter 18 a certan
measure of {aceless anonymity  Woodstein's days
as K()Od investigalive reporters are over

Ben Bradlee and Sailv Quinn are verv com-
petent newspaper people But Bradiee has taken
on elements of a movie star-myth. and Sally
Quinn had a fling at becomun a TV personality
Thes have moved out of the shade of being simple
newspeople trving to do their best to report the
news as 1t happens They have moved mto the
glare of public figuredom in which general inter
est in gossip jeopardizes the integnty of news
Judgment -

THE MAJOR STORY of this political vear will
almost surely turn out to be the pawer of the
news media 1n making and breaking candidates
for president

The press nearly unmade Ronald Reagan's
campaign when 1t reported his loss in New Hamp-
shire as ~a defeat’” when it wasn. then it did the
same thing to President Ford when it endicssly
and irrelevantly ran pictures of him failing down
and bumping into things

But the press is certanlv not prepared—nor
should 1t be—for political power As Richard
Recves has pointed out. the press 1s like a “love.
able Nttle crild 1t has trouble concentra-
ting on more than one thing at a time ts
ot an institution consciously and consistently ded-
icated to accumulating the exercise of control
over other institutions or ather people’s lives

But the culture hero role in which the press
finds itsell pushes it toward ever more power

The worst thing that could ever happen to jour-
nalism 1n this country 1s that it and the people in
1t begin to get too big for their britches. forgetting
their own fallibility and their essentially modest
role in ithe processes of society

WE ARE TRADESMEN. nat professionals. and
we run enormous risks if we forget it

Nat Hentoff. a good and tough writer. expressed
the point well 1n recent movie review of “All the
President’s Men ™

The set is ~a world without shadow With hard.
hard poster colors. Nothing 18 hidden. everything
is expnsed all the time: a merciless kind of hard
light

“Actually. the hardness of that newsroom light
is essentially directed outwards in this movie
And because of this movie and the book that pre-
ceeded 1t. along with the new Woodstein book and
the movie that is likely to follow. journalists who
cast hard. merciless light wil! become even more
idealized And they will be seen as themselves
being without shadows. And some may even come
to believe that™




