Farmington battles tax sharing concept

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Farminglon. county and state officiaks
are lashing out st 2 bill under consid-
eration which would foree local govern-
nmwpedmlo!lheimmm

property s

Sar! onuna Couu y opponents sa;
that House Bill 810 primarily would hm
R Delrot because N woud contribute
lexs than it would receive back under the
plan. Other opponents sbo fear that the
bill would stifie local governments from at-

g indusiry (0 thetr cities

The hlll 'ou\d take half of the amemed

Value of growth and businéas property

li‘:‘;mnnm City Manager Bob Deadman

“THIS BILL would allow the sharing of
property taxes from commercial and inds-
lrhl pmwﬂy with other, poorer cties,”

mm-ouldmmlhehw

nots

“A community that is growing must fi-

nance a cily that isn growing. " he said
“1f the bl had been in effect for the

last three years, the City of Farmington

would have paid out more than R re-

ceived.”

Oakland County, like Farminglon, would
abwo contribute more than it would receive,

“1f the bill goes into effect. Dan Murplry.
QOak

contribue §)
mllmhﬂﬂdmlﬂlmeh

mﬁlydl‘lm\lmmw-shﬂl
even though & could pomsibly benefit by &
n the future.

“We're about 100 per cent developed,”
Deadman said. 'Rl’llﬂmmlh
of commerical and industris] growth in the
oty

“We objeet 16 K on the basis of ks ap-
proving general tax base sharing”

The bill doesnt take into account the in-

nities have to supply and accammodate
Gons, Murphy maintains.
-lvmronunmmn—m

comynynities might have to raise tazes to
cope with increased demands an its serv
icen. he zaid

“Its an atrocious bill.” he said

into accoant a developing cly’s abdity to
increased services.

spenent of Lx revenue would impart 8 bur-
den on these comemuhdes

tn place of House Bill €010, Mastin sug
grsts that the state yse s reverues 10 pro-
vide equity for older communiies. Ju¥t s
the state uses the state equalized vak-
sw»umnlnmm!m

fevel. #t doesnt receive as many state dob-
tars as 8 distict wth a bw SEV per

pgnl

“ANOTHER CONCEPT. whxh is more
complicated. concerns the older commu
futy which 1 already
redevelop. If a city can creste and industri-

panded growth, the state allows & W gve
the industry a tax break for up to 13 years.
“This encouragement [or development
hasnt been implemented by many commma-
neties The state 1 reakzng the iz i
this case. ot the ctty, and the state lsnt
sharng the revenue with the local commu-
ntes © Mastn sad
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Voters will determine future

of their children’s education

By RON GARBINSKI

‘The choices are clear for Farmngion
area voters in Monday's millage election

11 residents approve the 24 mill irmu-
for five years, the Farmington Schoot
trict's educational program will mnumz
al ils present fevel

If the millage i+ defeated. the destrict
will lose $11 million in operalng revenue.
causing dradic reductions in programs.
stafl and an increase in claw sie.

The district Is requesting the millage in-
crease for several reasons. the major fac.
tors being Lhe loxs of state school aid. de-
clining enroliments and inflatonary costs

Expenses for 197877 are esumaled to be

v
7a'm. Monday and will close at 8 pm
To cope with probiems the dntrict fore-

sces next year. the school board elected to
seck a 2.4 mull increase rather than the es
timsted three mulls that State Rep Robert
Crim. Speaker of the an Houve.
stated all schools districts i the state
ahould levy in order lo maintan therr pre-
sent program levels through 1977

The school mm-lre-ayhan
cral major budgel reductions and hae
closed Farmington Junior High School. sav-
ing the district more (han $200.000 This g
ure will be subtracted (rom the defick the
dastrict aces for next year i the millage
fails.

THE SCHOOL board recently balanced
the district’'s budgel and made several
major cute that would be kmplemented ¢
the millage fails

The major cutbacks lo be made an the
clementary level Il the mitage tade will
be

*Class size would increase from 29 to
about 30 or 33 students because 13 more
clementary teachers would be terminated.

*Books ‘and swupplies would be reduced,
cutting back on the use of paper. pencils.
worksheets and instructonal material n
each butldng

*Testing supplies would be halfed. afTec-
tling the amount of standardized testing
and reporting to parents

eMaintenance reductiors will reduce the
jevel of cleanhiness in each schonl

*A reduction of 235 music teacher
would increase the number of buildinge
served by Lhe instrumental music «taff and
cause the elimination of many smadgroup
instruction classes.

oA reduction of seven teacher axdes
would reduce service in kindergarien and
first grades. This reduction and the result
ant increase in class sure would make indr-
viduslized instruction at the early grade
levels difficult, officialy say

*A reduction of |i readng speciabst
aides would cause the curtailment of the
acaderrucally talented program. If the mil-
lage passes. the now houed in
six elementary schools. will be expanded
to afl 17 schools next

O the secondary level, the picture loks
about the same if the mullage 13 defeated

oClaws sue in the junor and senior
hight will ncrease becmme 175 teachers
will be released Twelve secandary teach-
ers were termunated eartier thn year due
o declining enroliments.

*(lass schedulmg nubim aght beim-
paired because senior highs will be forced
to offer fewer classes

+Books and supphies wil be tedured

be reptaced
vailable Cleaning ume svadable for each

building will also be

*One libraran will be released. curtai-
g the library and nunm
service avaiable to all

Presently. the distrct h‘n PLREY
for operation and 4 87 mulls for detx retire-
ment

But the drtrict dett retirement levy will
be reduced, cutting the tax from 457 W
4. This onedall mill kevy reduction
meam that the actual mallage ncrease (or

(Continued ea poge €A)

Campaigns intensify as 5

vie for school board posts

Farminglon School Dustrict voters will
have & choice of five candidates to fill two
four year seats in the June 14 election

Seeking re-election are Dr. Mervyn Ros
and William Corlhiss. Newcarnen are Helen
l’nln- Larry Lichtman and H. Bud Pxck-

Ra“ 4. hnser\\'dmmebmrdmu
1971 Main campaign rsues he has ad
dressed are a balanced program for both
marginal and able children during and
afier regular class hours, & reformed fi
rancing system for providng funds for the
district. development of cummumly

He also would like 1o expand teacher

-nd admunistrator imservice training.
broaden pre-school evalistion and post

gradusle surveys. improve curnculum m
timsity between elementary and secondary
schools and improve management and
budget systems.

Mrs Prutow. 33, presently s the Farm-
ington Area PTA presdent She would Lke

See endorsements
on page 16A

schools and improved
lween the board. teachers and pmn
Corliss. 42, s seeking s second four-

of efforts 1o stabilize state school hunding.
and

proirams in the face of dechning ensoll-
ments and improving student coureding
services.

0 see improvement of edurstional opporty-
rties for female students and an increase
in the number of women in toplevel adrmin-
rirative posts

She would like to see the organization of
1he board improved Among her objectives
18 for the board to make long range plars.
et deadlines and outline goab to avoid fu-
ture economuc strife

A city eyesore is eliminated

Prckett. 4. has served on two school mul-
Iage committees. and as an equpment ad-
vvor to (he Farmington achools

He would bke (o see the dstrict study
available ahernatives of financmg before

dw:ﬁdoﬂxuh-ﬂmnm
study of the middle school concept

Lichiman, 18, & a graduse of Harmsen
Yagh School His main concem is 1o make

and thauld be eliminated and lvphnd
with beter programs

A PRETTY FACE

Aftter a long 15-mile walk in the Jaycees Walk for Farmington
138t weekend. Rochelle Reagan iooks at pretty as ever. A host of
chanties benefit from donations received lrom sponsors of the
walkers. (Stat! photo by Harry Mauthe)

Facelift gives downtown a brighter front

By RON GARBINSKI

um » facelift

The oid Medaliion Pool buiding on the

rorth side of Grand Rlxvcrum
in July completely remodeied as &

mmlll with five specialty shops.

A major lacoimlr\g project began this month
10 ‘eliminate the Medallion Pool bullding eye-
sore that has plagued downtown Farmington

While the deterioraled bulding 15 hﬂm

ingion

ment of improving downtown Farm-

ngon’s image
nnumumnmnmmmuy

city officials and a few concerned owners.

s rhost merchants have started the ball

as construction worker started shaping the

mlling. " saxd oty buikkng wrapectar Jay
Harrison

Somﬂmmnmlyuhunlﬂ\c-ﬂ

facility into the Village Outlet of Farmington,
five speciality shops designed in a mini-mail
concept. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

b

I

OWNERS OF the Village Mall are plan-
ning to expand the facildy's second flone
devel a banquet area for the Comer
Cafe and two smaller offices that will be

meton Plaza alm formed 8 merchwres

@owp to discuss o taald-

msmemmmdmmm
to the area

m tasinessmen are moving In the
nght direction.”” Harnson continued
“Fxeryone 13 gong in and looking to see
what they can do to theyt business area
They want to impeove the sppearsnce o
they mught be able 10 draw more trade

~But the baiggest thing goung right now is
the Medallon ool buldng project and |
hope it serves as 2 shot n the amm for all
bsnesses 0 town The north sde of

(Contimeed on poge SA}



