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editorial opinion

Millage deserves approval

for t‘h‘e sake of students

Kids deserve a nauamy education.
d;:hulac: s why r-‘nrhe ington “Scmol District voters
appnwel 24-mill increase L on
the June 14 ballot. reues
Inflation, decreawd ux evaluation and state aid
cuts have all worked in hampering local school
- districts in providing mmn for students.
True, voters become at continually in-
creasing taxes. But thee isnl anything more
v:'onhw Hle on which {o spend money than educa-

Many residents are disgusted at the way in
which the board has presented the millage ques-
tion. Trustees have clouded the issue by present-
ing conllicting proj on what should be done
if the millage fails

But don't let that &cvurue yr:u As mentioned

before. we can always eled new board trustees,
but we can’t reconstruct a kid's education after it
has been cut to pieces by stingy funding.

1f the millage fails. $1.1 miltion will have to be
cut from the budget. That's a big chunk. What.
ever the cuts may be. residents can be sure of
one thing. they wont benefit your children's edu-
cation

Education is facing trying times. The battle to
maintain quality education is just beuum;
Farmington Schoo! District residents should
an example to demonstrate their willinyu o
sacrifice through these difficult times. -

In the end. when the present students have
grown to adulthood. they will thank you.
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Ross, Prutow best choices

in Farmington board race

We strongly urge Farmington School District
voters to cast their ballots for Helen Prutow and
. Mervyn Ross in the June 14 election.
Mrs. Prutow will be a welcome new face, knowl-

cdgeable in the inner workings of the schools.

Ross could act as a valuable voice of ex
rience if he accents that experience with in-
creased force, which Is to lift the board
into competent leadership.

Presently. the board is suffering from a lack of
leadership. resulting in a loss of idence
among residents, students and teachers. Both of
these candidates should feel it their responsibility
to revitilize education by providing that much
needed guidance.

MRS. PRUTOW could prove to be an exciting
new addition if she demonstrates the stamina to
slanr; up to the strong personalities on the
boar

Her stand on equal education for female stu-
dents and an increase of female leadership in the
level administrative ranks are vital in perpetu.
ating quality and realistic education in Farm-
ington.
While some may shy away {rom this stand.
voters should realize that Mrs. Prutow is a level-

headed realist who will approach the problem on
an even keel,

Hopefuily. the other female board trustees will
take a cue frum Mrs. Prutow and demonstrate a
little leadership themselves

Besides her stand on women's rights. Mrs. Pru-
ow d ajes an deep of other

Farmington Area PTA pmidem and member- ,
ships in the Parent Education Committee of
Youth Assistance. Michigan Association for Chil-

dren with Learning Disabilities and the Leaque of
Women Voters should serve as a base of knowl-
edge if she is elected a trustee.

now sitting on the board. His
‘lcn?g li)roures!.x\e educational programs should
be lauded
Although we admire Ross, we call :?:n

take a bigger role in leading the board out of iu
mire. He has the ability to take on the task. We
feel it is his obligation to do so. The district is at
a vital juncture. It cant wait for the board to
transform itself over the next five g:ars into a re.
spectable governing body. It must be done now by
these two candidates.
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All candidates qualified
in C’ville board race

Clarenceville School District voters in Livonia.
Farmington Hills and Redford Township are of-
fered a field of three excellent candidates in next
Monday's annua! board election.

They are board members Raymond Chaiken
and Richard Wood and chnllenger Marilyn
Rowens. who Is making her third run for a board
seat

They are runnlnf for two four-year terms, so
the election is really an “odd person out” cam-
paign.

Chaiken and Wood have a combined 28 years on
the board. They have guided the school district
through its growth period and are now making de-
cisions on a recent phenomenon in suburban

Is—what to do with lnd
in an eara of declining student nrollments

Chaiken is a Ford Motor Co. facllmes modern-
ization and planning manager. Wood is a Ford en-
gineer.

Both are active in community groups and have
a feel for what their constituents want and need
in_education.

Mrs. Rowens is one of the best challengers in
several years in the Qarenceville district. She is
currently chairwoman of the Community Comsmis-
sion on Drug Abuse, representing the school dis-
trict

She has demonstrated an obvious talent on the
commission for initiating or supporting programs
and activities which help people who need help.

Mrs. Rowens has a college beckground X-
perience in personnel and an enviable mod in
working with school programs over the years.

While we don't like to straddle the fence on elec-
tion choices, it is clear that Qlarenceville voters
hnve three Tnllty candidates w choose from.

There will be two winners and one loser in the
Monday election, but the 3,000 Qarenceville stu-
dents will be the real winners.

The Observer & Eccestric

Readers’ forum

request 10 be put before veters. June 10
Quite the apposite is true | see a heakhily
spported school system as one of the best
methods of furthering the best interests of
the community a3 » wholt

upon community spirh and property
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Schoolcraf

—a community

asset warrants a ‘yes’

Ask a person where he or she lives and the an-
swer will be a city or township—Garden City. Li-
vonia. Plymouth or maybe just “the suburbs.”

Rarely will someone answer “the Schoolcraft
College District = Yet few institutions reached by
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers ha.e so much
contact with people and have done so much to en-
rich suburban life

1t's time to recognize that significant and grow-
ing contribution. not just with a mayoral procla-
mation. as local officials did last week. but with
support at the polls June 1

SCHOOLCRAFT ENROLLS some 10000 stu-
dents currently. That's more than any single high
school in the district. It's even more than several
entire K-12 districts in the area

Schoolcraft has put these suburbs on the metro-
politan area map with its famed culinary arts pro-
gram which is taught by. and teaches. the finest
chefs in these parts

Schoolcraft has fulfilled its pledge to provide
the first two years of basic college educahon to-
ward a degree at a far cheaper cost to students
than il they-had to be residents at East Lansing
or Ypsilanti.

Scboolcrln students are taught by senior facul-

b not graduate i working on
ad\nnced degrees.

Schoolcraft has moved forcefully into the voca-
tional-technical area. providing practical post-
high school job training.

Schoolcraft has provided persons who once con-
sidered suburbia an intellectual wasteland a men-
tally and artistically stimulating cultural and pub-
lic affairs program. .

Schoolcraft's faculty has taken part in other
phases of our communities’ public bfe ard cul |
ture. writing dramas and music that we wouldnt
enjoy if the college had never been founded

Schoolcraft has gained national staturc by hosy
ting a conference on ru‘rl‘a!mnal opportunttie for
older citizens

Schoolcraft has given attention to developinz
the talents of mature women who used to dismuss
themselves as “just Kousewives

SCHOOLCRAFT HAS BEEN more than a junier
college. although it hasnt shirked that tunction

It has been the commumities college It has
touched a lot of lives directly and indirectly  al
though most of us never think of it when asked
“Where do vou live”

Schoolcraft College [Rstrict’ voters are bewnyg
asked pext Monday to raise the permitted proper
ty tax rate by 053 mulls Existing programs will
be extremely difficult to finance—at least for the
same numbers of studems—f the mllage 1=
turned down. The kinds of expansion people have
come to take for granted will be impossible if the
millage is turned down

Schoolcraft officials have forthrightly explaned
the public’s demands on the college and the col
lege’s needs to anvone who would listen. We be
heve they have made their case for continuing
what we have and improving Schoolcraft’s contri
bution to suburbia The proposal deserves a “'ves

vote.
Life wouldn't be as good as 1t is without Schoal-
craft College
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

How regulations robbed
consumers of cyclamates

Geveramesta) Regulation [

The cost of regulation can be staggeringly high
Perhaps even more significant is the threat to
freedom of choice from ill-considered or unscien-
tilic regulatory decrees. the kind that seem to
have proliferated along with regulation itself in re-
cent years

According to Robert M. Bleiberg. editor of Bar-
ron’s. in a speech at Hillsdale College. the follow-
ing is the case of cyclamates. the artificial sweet-
ener, which for the past six years. despite a vast
weight of evidence in its favor. remains banned to
most Americans

CYCLAMATES WERE discovered in 1337 and Ii-
censed in 1950 to Abbott Laboratories. which pro-
ceeded to develop ardhexploit their unique proper-
ties (while non-caloric. they are 30 to 40 times
sweeter than sugar and much cheaper to use:

By the late '60s. cyclarnates had begun to revo-
Iwtionize American esting and drinking habits.
They were used in carbonated beverages. fruit
drinks. we l’gm control preparations. jams. jellies.
all sorts of desserts and almost everything that
was sweet

y 1969, dlel soft drinks were pushing 15 per
«nl of total produdm while cyclamates in all
for were ing a quan-
tity of sugar.

Alarmed at the competitive thrust, the sugar
trade fought back. Abbott has publicly charged

As the Jow calorie market was developing into a
major industry. the sugar interests openly

a research. advertising and publicity
program designed to raise doubts about non-calor-
ic_Sweeteners.’

By 1967, anti-cyclamate publicky was stridernt.
and the FDA felt a thorough scientific evaluation
was necessary.

AFTER WEIGHING ALL available data. the
Nationa! Academy of Sciences—National Re-
search Council ixsued a report -hxch conctuded
thet of T
amounts pom no health hazard to hnman beings.

Further texts financed by Abbott turned up ewi-
dence of tumors in rats which had been fed huge
doses of a cyclamatesaccharin mixture. which
Abbott reported to the FDA.

Under the Delaney Amendment which provides
that “no additive shall be deerned safe if it
found to induce cancer ingested by man or
animal.” the FDA struck cyclamates off the list
of “Generally as Safe.”
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Earlv the following vear. the agency banned their
use outright.

PROCESSORS. CANNERS and farm coopera-
tives. caught with heavy inventones of cvelamate
food and beverages: suffered loszes estimated at
$100 million to $125 mullion

Overnmight. consumers by the mullions were de
prived of access to low<calome products and a
great growth industry was stopped in its tracks,

The blow 10 the pocketbook was had enough
What is genuinely alarming 15 the FDA'sstubborn
refusal to admit and rectfv a mustake.

As an overwhelming mass of evidence now sug
gests. a mistake it undoubtedly was.

Since 1969. more than a dozen new scicntific
studies conducted undet such prestigious auspices
as the British Industnal Biological Rescarch Assa
aation, Curie Institute. German Cancer Research
Association, Osaka University School of Medicine.
US Cancer Institute and the FDA utself. have
been unanimous n finding that cvclamates—even
when fed in large quantities or in combination
with saccharin—are free of either carcinogenic nr
other adverse effects.

An excellent start

The Litter Lobby—our [avonite term for the per-
sons who are pushing throwaway bottles and
cans—are fond of asking. with hurt tones in their
voices. “Why pick on us? What about the other
kinds of litter on the streets™

Why. indeed! The fact is that 62 per cent of the
litter on our highways ix beersand soflt drink bot-
tles. [f voters approve the referendum this fall to
ban throwaway bottles and cans. it's entirely prob-
able that our litter will be reduced by threedifths
or_more

The socalled “bottle bili" to ban throwaways
won't stop slobs from littering. to be sure. But it
will make littering costly by requiring a nickel or
dime deposit on every beer or soft drink contain-
er sold. and it will make picking up that litter
profitable for kids



