Transit

By TIM RICHARD

“Afer all qm ‘grantsmanship,’ people
are (lml|y seeing some phml Improve-

..kn Bianco breaks into a rare grin as he
talks about the £23 millkn tn new, air<on-
dllloned buses with bright orange

A" markings. the first
suburbia has ever seen md new bus termi-
rals that are going

Bianco s chairman o( SEMTA. the Sauh-
eastern’ Michigan Transportation Author-
Ry Since 1967 he has been deep tn the
often tedious report writing, bill drafting.
commitice work. wheedling and cajoling
that it takes to transiste plans into a 5y3-
fem thal transports people

BUT FOR BIANCO, 3. of Rloomlield
Tills. the planning 1s still far {rom over

He's secking a new threeyear term on
SEMTA as an appointee of the Souh
castern Michigan Council of Governments
He wants to see a transit_ system
bult ton

Hiancn gets turned on by the fact that
SEMTA w taking over the Grand Trunk
Flway commuter service from Detroit to
Portiac. rebiding old cars and sdding
wervice

From the first he decided: *“Public trans-
portation was difficult. challenging, un-
touched This 13 where | could concen
irate

"I GREW UP In northeast Pennsylvania.
g in the heart of the coal country

“In the "Ss 1t was & terribly depremed
ares—25 per cent unemployment was the
norm | recognized the fallacies of a one-
industry lown

The biggest scholarshup he could find
was to General Motors Institute. where he
studied engincering and finance

“When | Lok my master's in economics
& Georgetown University, | worked on
cawes of economic development Same
summers | worked at the State Depart-
ment on designing what we called the ‘eco
romic infrastructure’ for developing coun-
iries

It became ciearer to me what (ranpor-
lation systeme meant. not only o deved-
aping countnies but o already developed,
wrban areas
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WHEN | CAME back to Detroit in 1964

1 worked for the national accourting firm

of Touche Hose 1 got to Imavel in western
Eurppe and all over the U'nited States

“There were lessons metro Detrot

rs and years behund in Iranul s

“Touche Raors did some of the mudits and
sccounting for Grand Trunk and some of
the bus companies In the region As | gt
to be prisy to finanoal operatins, it be.
came clear 1o me (hat public transports
hon way maving quickly to the state of
bankruptcy

1n the Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce. Bianco worked on & committee
that _recommended the law setting wp
SEMTA Gov George Romney signed the
enabling legislation. At 204 in 1967

THAT YEAR was ugnuficant in ancther.
more depreasing way

“I'm » lieutenant commandet i the
Coaxt Guard Reserve * Ruanco sad 1
was on active duty two weeks dunng the
Irtron riots Patroling the nver front
«danding on the bridge in front of Cobo
Halt and watching the aty bumn. 1 almest
med

“The day 1 left the stup. 1 gt a aall
from Jor Hudson ithe retailer: and Kent
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(president
Fund) asking me to take part in formation
of the urban coalition that became New De-
troit Inc For s1x months 1 served as execu-
tve vice presi
“We saw the fesuls of Petrot and
Watts. and ane of the points of feedbmck

cent of the households in Detrort had o
access to mn auto"”

Bianco was appointed to the firt
SEMTA toard and became chairman last
year

a vice
Mdert of Loeb, Rhosdes & Co n De
m investment banking and broker-
age firm claims 90 per cent of his time.
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A. A newdigital Watch With an Alarm.
Seven-function digital in gold tone with
matching Bracelet. Red numerals display
heur, minutes, seconds, month, date, Day
and alarm time. $150.

B. Five function digital watch with
3-year warranty. $99.95

Joe Bianco on

Two days a manth. however, there are
SEMTA board and commitice meetings.
There are dinner meetings with
fors. county commissioners,

ations. 70 million in applications for capi-
tal grants

THE 8IG BREAKTHROUGH came
(hree years ago when the state silocated &
half-cert of the gasoline tax for public
transportation

1t meart a virtual revolugion in bus seev-
we “SEMTA has put 14 small bam pro-
grams nto effect from Manroe to Birming-
ham." said Bianco, “and in fiscal 77
we're m to install thee more dial-s-
nde sysies

ln.ﬂumlolhll we're going to set

seven more smail bus . emen-
Ually to serve the elderly and handicapped
in each of the seven coutues of SEMTA's
asthority

“We've got 300 new bus shehters. the
first the subarbs have ever seen Within
the next month. we'll have a 82 millon ter-
minal in Macomb County that repiaces a
®yearoid [sality In July well be open-
ing up the new Oakland terminal a RS
mallion facility that replaces one abos %
years old

*And we have approval for a new £ mil-
lion termunal in western Wayne Courty ™

internally. the SEMTA bosrd has wres-

management structure
that exploded from eight staff persons
Uwee yrars ago to 80 central saff and 450
operating employes lodsy

THERE ARE f{rustrations. he admits

Chief ts the “contimual haggling” with
the City of Detroit over merging its depart-
ment of transportation (D-DOT) into
SEMTA The D-DOT union chief has been
able to delay all capital grarts for three to
ur month. Blanco said

While the U'S Department of Transpor-
ation won't say o publicly. # wants
SEMTA to absorb D-DOT before it will fi-
nance a rapid transit program here Thase
negotiations have been mmly difficult.
n Bianco’s view *“The city's constant posi-
bon ts that they always wart a little bt
more than we can oflpr "

Tharadey, Jae 10, 1976
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Meanwhile, however, SEMTA has been
able to acquire the lailing or failed sbxr-
ben bus companies without the kinds of
lawsuits ather metropolitan aress have e1-
perienced

YOU MEGHT EXPECT Bianco to be a

Pardaell guy with a touch of the Machis-
cellian prince shout him tratesd be bes

an alr of ascetic efficlency.
He has w0t contacts in both parties. He
‘was once B CRMpRign flor Repuobli-

mination (o SEMTA has the solid tacking
of Democrat Alevander . chair-
rman of the Oukiand Courty Board of Com-
missioners.

Bianco sometimes thinks aboul turning
over the SEMTA reins to others and play-
ng mare golf or selling more stocks and
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