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Ross deserves board tap

as unifying president

Squeak. squenk'

You could hear the votes rub against ane anoth-
er in the Farmington school board central oftice
Monday cvening as the tally was being made for
trustee race Cnly. 59 votes scparated first place
winner Helen Prutow from third place loser Bud
Pickett

[ncumbent Merv Ross had some uneasy mo-
ments. too. as he squeezed to a second place vic-
tory. outdistancing Pickett by 36 votes.

ALTHOUGH IT was a close race. the results in-
dicate a definite voter preference. The defeat of
Board President Bill Corliss shows that voters
were fed up with the incompetent leadership he
provided.

Re-election of Rass. on the other hand. demon-
<trates that voters want an experienced voice on
the board to lead the Farmungton educational sys-
tem out of its quagmire.

That's why Ross should be elected board presi-
dent by his peer

Palitical protocal calls for the elevation of Anne
Struble to president. She now serves as vice presi:
dent.

But protacal should be ignored Mrs. Slruble’s
performance gives solid reason to believe she
would be than adequate as president

The board 15 at a critical juncture. It needs to
recstablish s credibitity in the community  One
major reason the millage increasc request went
down to defeat was that voters have- lost con-
fidence in the general performance of the board

After. all. who would want to entrust their tax
dollars 10 a mob of seven which can barely ap-
prove the minutes of the previous meeting?

ROSS DOUBTS he can get enough support from

" his colleagues, because of political alliances oppas-

ing him. Those political alliances. too. should be
cast aside for the sake of the district

Although no one is a perfect trustee. Ross has
matured He is capable of providing the much
needed Icadership

It's time the board ceased its personal bicker-
ings. Too much is at stake. Trustees like Mike
Shpicce and Emma Makinen should bury the
hatchet and back Ross. Other trustees should for-
get their own political ambitions for the time and
also cast their votes for Ross

Citizen-politician must
get used to the sunshine

Maybe our beloved George Romney was a little
bit to blame.

In all his public life. Romney exaled the role of
the citizen-politician. the person who led a private
life and gave part of his time to public affairs. the
way a religious person tithes his salary to his
church

While most folks in Oakland County are gov-
erned by part-time clected officials. and prefer it
those part-time officials sometimes get into the
habit of thinking of themselves as a little bit dif-
ferenl {rom the full timers. Part-timers particu-
larly want a relaxed set of rules when ft comes to
conducting the public business in public meetings

YOU COULDN'T HELP getting that impression
in following the debate over the “open meetings™
bills in the Michigan Legislature

Chairman Tom Brown (D-Westland: and his
house towns and counties committee were placed
under a (remendous amount of pressure for Spe-
cial consideration from persons who served on
city councils. township boards and school boards
that met only weekly or twice a month

The common argument was that citizen-politi-
cians needed secret meetings because they
weren't professional politicians and that's the way
you did it in the business world—a 1i'l ol quiet
chat.

It gave you an appreciation for the professional
politician who is used to operating in bright light
and calmly dealt with the give and take of frank
ard open debate

BROWN'S COMMITTEE has come up with a

" pretty good—not the world's best but a pretty

* tions to an open

good—open meetings bill.

Student discipline and personnel problem hear-
ings may be conducted behind closed doors. at the
option of the student and employee. respectively.
real estate negotlations may be secret until an op-
tion Is secured: the abuses of “special” meetings
are curbed.

Yet local public officials from all over the state
are producing incredible lists of propased excep-
tions. Here are examples culled from their letters
to Brown .

oFilling a vacancy in an clective office.

+Giving the board the option to close a hearing

#Discussing lawsuits. B

oDealing with threatened or actual civil dis-

der.

oSolving problems with architects and con-
tractors.

eDevelaping specifications for bidding.

e Accepting or rejecting gifts to the institution.

oGranting honorary degrees.

#Soliciting funds .

THE PROBLEM with allowing a list of excep-

mectings bill ts that once the
board cloges its doors. the list tends.to get longer
and longer. despite what's in the law.
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1f an open meetings bill allows one subject to be
discussed in secret, rest assured the board will
discuss two subjects. If the law allows two sub-

- jects. the board will discuss four: if it allows

three, the board will discuss nine.

All of the foregoing may be construed as a put-
down of part-time public officials for their secre-
tive habits. That is not my intention.

First. one ought not to condemn all part-time of-
ficials for the secrecy sins of a majority.

Second. despite their lack of confidence in their
own abilities to conduct all public business in pub-
lic. our local part-limers are bly capable of
obeying suth a law; their ability to survive in
daylight is far greater than they themselves real-
ze.

Finally. plain citizens here should pat their
friendly state legislators on the back to stiffen
their spines and get them to pass Substitute Sen-
ate Bill 920 without a lot of loopholes. Sunshine is
good for children. adults and government

Airline, rail costs up |

SOME WERE RIPE - SOME WERENT:
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Voters pick and choose

Local school elections are usually the best
weathervane of public opinion. and Monday's vot-
ing throughout the metropolitan Detrot suburbs
was no exception

Some results and then some conclusions

All 16 suburban school districts which had mul-
lage renewals on their balots saw them succeed
Conclusion is that local voters are comfortable
about supporting their local schools at past levels
of taxation. '

Thirty-one millage increases were voted on. 15
passed and 16 failed. Conclusion is that voters
were prepared to pick and choose among (ax -
creases, according as local needs and condttions

varied.

THE TWO BIGGEST requests for additional mil-
lage—8.3 mills in Royal Oak and six mills in Lake
Shore—were passed. Obviously. voters o these
districts concluded that failure to pass the m-
creased millage would have left their school sys-
tems in a state of collapse. This they were not pre-
pared to a . and so they voled ves

The three smallest millage increases on the bal-
1t—0.53 mills for Schookcraft Communty College.
05 in Van Buren and one mill in Lake Shore—all
failed. l-)tnlly obviously. voters in these dwstricts
felt that the millages requested were not centrally
important in the future health of the educational
program they were to have Weghing
the comparatively small educational benefit
against the comparatively small increase n
taxes, voters chose to keep their money

Of the 26 intefmediatesized millage intrease
questions on the Monday ballot. voters split. even-
ly. approving 13 and tuming dowm 13

Locally. voters in Avondale, Birmingham. Li
vonia. hfield. West Bloomfiekd and Walled
Lake school districts passed the requested ircreas-
es. several doing it the second time around. In
these communitics. school officials were success:
ful in pointing out that cost inflation and ¢uts in
state aid made increased local school taxes a ne-
cessity if class size. hours and educations] pro-
grams were to be preserved

The local school districts where millage increas-
es were rejected—Farmington. Plymouth and Gar-
den City—all have particular problems |which
hel;]rd deafen the ears of voters to the millage ap-
peal. |

The Farmington school board couldnt get to-
Rether on what would be cut if the millage failed.
Plymouth has been embroiled in a fight dver a
football coach's resignation. among other things:
Garden City—historically a staunch supporter of
its local school system—has been a fractured com-
munity ever since a bitter teachers strike in 1975

How regulations feed on

Government Reguiation I

In the last two columns. we discussed at length
how government regulation has unfairly taken
cyclamates off the market. to the detriment of
the public. and how DDT has been banned as a

ticide when existing evidence shows it is not
rmful. with the Paciic northwest suffering
more than $50 billion tn damages to its forests as
a result.
Another problem with governmental .
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is that it breeds regulation.

Thomas E. Kauper, assistant US. attorney gen-
eral in charge of anti-trust. testified before a Sen-
ate subcommittee hearing on how regulation
started in the air transportation field.

LATE IN THE 203, the government experiment.
ed with different ways of handling a system for
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the air P mail
In 1990, Congress granted the postmaster gener-
al broad powers over the routes. rates and ‘prac-
tices of carriers hauling air mail under gqvern-
ment contract. !

Kauper explained: “The predominance of mail
over passenger service was rapidly diminishing.
however, and. by 1837, air carrier income from
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THE RESULTS of Monday's voung tend to lend
support for the argument that teacher strikes are
counter-productive when local taxpayers are
asked to ante up after the settlement

Garden City. Plymouth and Livonia all expe:
rienced strikes within the past two vears Voters
in the Livoma district turned down the millage in-
crease the first time around. and voters in the
other two both rejected mullage wncreases Mon
day

Last fall. both Farmington and Southfield dis-
tncts went right to the start of school before work-
ng out settlements with therr teachers Farm
ngton's request for mullage lost. and Southficid's
won only narrowly after an ill-advised attempt by
property owners 1o put out an anonymous feaflet
against the mullage back fired

THE FAILURE of voters in the district support-
ing Schoolcraft College—Livoma. Plymouth. Gar
den City. Clarenceville and Northville—was par
ticularly disappointing to college officials

Schoolcraft has been domng an excellent job hit-
ing the sights of local residents. and offwiale
there hoped the 0 53 mill issue would pass on the
grounds that it was small compared to increases
asked by K-12 districts. .

But what happened is that the Schoolcraft mnl-
lage failed in those K-12 districts which had 1
local millage on the ballot and pa-sed where no
local taxes were at issue The mullage elections
brought. out the “no” voters

OVER ALL. the pattern 1s encouraging to those
of us who feel that quality of educationr n our
local school 1s important to the quality of our life

Last year. you may recall. the taxpayer revolt
was in white heat. No millage increases were
passed. and even some rerewals were defeated,

This year. voters were independent-minded. bas-
ing their votes on local needs. What they scem to
be saying i<

“Yes. let's support our local schools and keep
educational quality reasonably high But we will
ot dig into our pocketbooks where there does hot
seem to be full justificaton ™ -

That's a sensible attitude.

themselves

tended its sway to motor trucks and water ~ar.
riers. too
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of this regulation. American con
are financially penahized

IN TWO PARTS of the United States. Texas and
California. unregulated intrastate carriers flour
ish. These operations can be compared to those of
their CAB-controlled counterparts

‘The contrasts are striking In the relatively froe
California intrastate markel. fares range from
4.76 cents to 7.31 cents per passenger mile. Ondhe
east coast, where there is federal regulation. the
cost of similar hauls runs from 863 to 116 cents
per passenger mile.

An equally striking disparity shows up in the
Texas intrastate markel. where Southwest Acr
lines, a carrier licensed solely by the Texas Aern
nautics Commission. competes with Braniff Air
ways and Texas International Airways. both CAR
regulated carriers.

ALTHOUGH IT didnt get off the groun
nearly four years because of ]udicia!“challng::
by Braniff and Texas International. Southwe<t Ayr:
lines now serves the Golden Triangle (Dallas {ys.
tin and Homm ‘tmsnoat a profit. charging fares which
average 20 to 30 per cent less tha
CA[& “;;e? “‘::& n comparable

nast or Brookings Instituti s
concluded that. in 1989, s pmeuc‘:::ix" p:::;
excess fares to domestic trunk airlines regutiteq
by the CAB ranging between $368 million and $53

miltion.
The question, then. has to be raised:
benefit are the airlinet being miaioé-,wm



