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Donald Graham, 23872 Glen Or-
chard in Farmington Hills, has been
appointed to the US \h]uan Acad-
emy at West Point.

Graham, a 1977 graduate of Farm-
ington High School. was nominated by
U.S. Rep. William Brodhead (D-De-
troity. and was the only nominee of-
fered an appointment to West Point
from the 17th Congressional District,
whick includes Farmington. Farm-
ington Hills. Southfield. Redford and
parts of Detrait.

“The appainting process is a very
selective one,” says Anne Ogden. an
aide to Brodhead.

Each congressional district can
nomunate ten people to each service
academy vacancy. Of the ten persons

West Point bound

Donald Graham (right), 24872 Glen Orchard, Farmington Hills, is

congratulated by U.S. Rep. William Brodhead (D-Detroit) on being
named as a candidate to the West Point Military Academy. (Staff

we nominated for the Air Force Acad:
emy vacancies, only George Barbour
of Redford and Terrence Foley of De-
troit were offered i
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Dancer taps to rhythms of the past

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

When the dance routines of the "30s
and the '40s return, Virginia Eee Dick-
erman will be ready and waiting for
them.

“I love them. Aren't they great?”
she bubbled, demonstrating a few of
Gene Kelley's steps in her cool Farm-
ington dance studio.

From Gene Kelley’s. style she can
slip into the toe-tapping mannerisms
of Blll *“Bo Jangles" Robinson or bor-
row a few of Fred Astaire’s steps.
Such footwork made Hollywood musi-
cals survive in the small white dance
studio on Grand River where Mrs.
Dickerman has been passing them on
to Farmington students for 19 years.

“Remember Bo Jangles Robinson
dancing up the stairs with Shirley
Temple?” she asks over her shoulder
as she prepares to tap her way up a
flight of imaginery steps while watch-
ing her style in the studio’s full-length
mirrors. That style has helped her
through Detroit radio shows of the
'30s and '40s as well as in modeling
stints for clothiers and car manufac-
turers.

She's been making sure that she'll
step perfectly almost all her life.

“WHEN 1 WAS FOUR YEARS old I
took natural dancing. We wore bath-
ing suits and held scarves and had
bare feet. My mother wanted to know
if I wanted piano lessons or dancing
lessons. I wanted dancing instead of
piano. My sister took piano,” she re-
membered, with a nod of her auburn
hair as she sat in her white-painted
living room.

From there, she moved to ballet,
tap, acrobatics, ballroom dancing and
a touch of choreography. Dancing
started to become a lifestyle instead
of a hobby.

“I've been studying dancing all my
life. T have a most diversified back-
ground,” she said.

Her urge to dance can manifest it-
self at the drop of a note from the
Muzak machine in her dentist's office.

**Sometimes I'll be sitting in my den-
tist's office and I'll hear some music
and 't think, ‘wouldn't that make a
nice dance?" and I'll start to choreo-
graph it in the office,” she said, laugh-
ing a little at herself.

Mrs. Dickerman broke into show
busmess in 1935—but not exactly as a
dancer. She was a a member of the
James Jewell Players on WXYZ
radio’s Junior Matinee.

SOMETIMES THE GROUP OF
TEENS was called into a nelmbormg
studio to provide crowd noises for
such shows as “The Lone Ranger” or
“The Green Homnet.”

“Wed say things like ‘oh, look, here
they come.’ During the crowds scenes
they'd tell us to talk crazy. We'd say
‘spinach, spinach, hello, hello’ and it
would sound like a crowd muttering,”
she said.

She graduated to variety shows
when she auditioned for and won a
place as a dancer on Johmmy Des-
mond’s radio show.

Tap dancing on radio required a
few special tricks. To get the idea
across to the audience, the show
needed dancer who could enunciate
well with her tap shoes.

“My taps were the clearest of all,”
she said, with obvious pride at the
memory. “‘And I could do stop timing
100.”

Stop timing was her spot for short
solos while the band stopped playing
for a few bars and let her take the
stage. To get her taps nice and clear,
she danced on a tap board, a series of
folding lineoleum panels.

“And they would introduce me by

ing, “Now here's Virginia Lee—
lhe next Eleanor Powell,”" she added.

Tap dancing on radio allowed room
to experiment, too. One day while
goofing off before the show, she added
a new trick to her repertoire

“I WAS TAP DANCING with my
tongue,” she explained, giving a short
demonostration of the sound effect
“And the producer said ‘you're going
t do that on the show, Virginia. It
make a great novelty spot.”

So, before the microphone and
clicked away to the orchestra’s accom-
paniment.

After radio, she graduated to mod-
eling new cars and costly furs. Dane-
ing helped her show the products off.

“Because I was a dancer I had a
graceful walk,” she said, demonstrat-
ing a style that has stayed with her.

One of her modeling assignments re-
quired a body guard

I was modeling an albino mink at
Saks and I had a body guard with me
in the store. A model in Chicago had
been modeling a mink and she's been
taken along with the coat. And the
coat I was wearing cost about
$33,000," she remembered.

Showmanship is part of modeling
clothes, too. Sometimes the clothes
would be too large for her, so she's
push the excess material to the back,
when she was facing the client and re-
verse the process when she turned.

“That way they could see how the
dress would look on them. was.
before the clothing stores had racks.”
she said, pushing away imaginery ma-
terial with her hands on her hips.

DURING TELEVISION'S heydey in
the ’50s, she helped push a national
brand of turkey noodle soup by play-

ing a housewife in a supermarket. Of
course, she raved about the soup.

About 25 years ago, she decided to
teach dancing. Today, she coordinates
classes, students, cosulmes and recit-
al rehearsals from her Farmington
studio. In the long blue and white
wall-papered room, rows of pictures
of former students smile down at her
as she practices alone in the summer
afternoon. Street noises filter in
through the open back door as she
taps through a routine. It's a far cry
from her parents’ basement where at
age 13 she taught dancing at 10 cents
a lesson to help her family through
the Depression.

Now, she teaches her students the
good old steps between September
and June, with the help of her daugh-
ter Marcia. Her secret to enjoying her
career throughout the yca-s is rela-
tively simple:

“You have to like children You can
know how to dance but you need pa-
tience and you have to like children 1o
teach.”

Antiques abound
at RenCen Plaza

July. for some. is a month of bar-
beques. firewo-ks and Sol's rays. For
others, it's a onth for finally getting
around to cleaning windows, perhaps
some indoor outdoor house painting.
and maybe sprucing up the landscape
around the settlements.

If you've got the clean-up. paint-up.
fix-up urge. an antique show at De-
troit's Renaissance Center Plaza may
be of interest.

Detroit Plaza Antique and Collec-
tibles Show-Sale in the Ontario Room
of the Plaza is set for July 224

On display and ready for new sur-

ver. china, glassware and statuary.

Also making appearances will bx
Gladyse Hilsdorf of Fayettevill. )

around the world. and Mrs. Peier Ga
lanis and her collection of mary-sizcd
and many-styled old combs of tor-
towse-shell. celluloid, imitation aprd
real stones. silk flowers and feathers.

Hours are noon to 10 p.m. Frday
and Saturday and noon to 8 p.m. Sun-
day. (Make some extra time 1o enjo;
the broiled-in-butter-and-lemon  sez
bass at the Laikon Cafe or the shish
kabob and baklava for dessert at the
Old Parthenon. both in Greektown, i

Bol
have accepted.” Ms. Ogden explains.

Of the nominations for West Point.
only Graham was appointed.

“It's a very tough process. None of
our Naval Academy nominees were of-
fered appointments. on the basis of ei-
ther medical or academic reasons.”
she concludes.

“Those who make it 1o the top are a
special few.”
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A i of five from
each congressional district can be ap-
pointed to each of the three service ac-
ademies.
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“Whereyou enn zet quality

Carny -Out Speeials
Ex. Almond Chicken
Combination
“ i'r\('km(& Sheimp Egg Roll

bong's—

foods at

I p.m.-10 pm
Almond Chicken Special
served w-Fried Rice. & Shrimp Egg Ral
includes tea or coffee

Reg. 8375 0ty 27

\3:3159 W 8 Mile Rd.. just West of Farmington Rd. 477-0856

NEW YORK SYRIFSTEAK PD(AI
BAKED FISH, Served with Potato & Cols

?aﬁ‘\\“ o Above includes

RESTAURANY & LOUNGE Featu:
BUSINESSMEN'SLUNCHEON, o BOUNTIFUL SALAD BA
VEAL PARMEGIANA, smeomerav Snaghem& sal
\ FRID,
“Q“% FISH "N CHIPS with Saac or Slaw

COCKTAIL HOURS MON. -FR! 3 6P.M.

taéian and Americen Dining

cS

Bread

YV WV VM WY I WM W W W W W

27910 W. 7 Mile, LIVONIA
‘Botwaen Midd/sbeit and Inkster)

. RESTAURANT AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE

" ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
For Unur liskening and dancing pleasure

. LADIES NITES COCKTAIL
Wed. & Thurs. HOURS
Reduced Prices 3:00-6:00
9P.M.-2AM. Reduced Prices

DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS 52.25

Private Room Available For Parties or Mestings
Cali for information

531-4960

~

GALE YEE’S CHOW MEIN

Finast Chinese & American Restaurant with carry-out sgrvice

Now Serving

! COCKTAILS
POLYNESIAN DRINKS

Hours.

T 1
SUNDAY oad HOLIDAYS Noon 0105
31180 FIVE MILE
LIVONIA

MON THURSHam m"nm
m. 10 Midnsg!
:nuumsj
TAL

522-1030
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BThe key to a great restaurant is

great food and

great service.

The key to Merrick’s is great directions.

| DINEOY

Open for lunch Monday, but din-
ner not served Monday evenings.

AR

AT MERRICK'S
IFYOU WANT
® the best beef
® the finest steaks
® the most tender veal
® the choicest seafood...

WEEKDAY DINNER HOURS
Tues. thru Thurs.: 5:30 til 9:30
Fri. 8 Sat. 5:30 1 10:30

a delightful dining experience

in the Mercantile Building

American Center, Southfield, Micvigan
For reservations (and directions):

353-8144

TEEREEREERE DJ

THE Shetwood Inn
NEW YORK STRIP STEAK
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You
Cuics

PRIME RiB DINNER

Monday-Friday

N OW EN TEBTAININB

Featuring Nlcky vm nﬂne, Fquay & Saturday

36071 Plymouth Road

Ruervations
acxoss from the
937-1458 Ban

Ford Plant

uet Facilities—Weddings 261-5500

inese nnd American Food
ese Style Dinne

a
W 47576

o Comic et

Exoﬂt md Delighttul Iunthwm and
Canton

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. +Frl. & Sat.
1 am, to 11 p.m. Sun. 12 p.m. to 10 p.m,
856 N. Woodword » Birmingham

90° OFF

With this coupon on any quart of Cus-
tard or Yogurt, or 25' OFF any pint of
Custard or Yogurt. Expires July 14,
1977.

Open Dally 'l 11P. M.

Mid-] Shopplng Contor in Sowst Bovtt,

19051 Hlddbbch 14 Mlb 0 l77~45'1

VEAL CUT!

|| $

EL CGAMINO

Mon. thru Thurs. 11 A.M. to 12 Midnight

Elegant Mexican Cuisine

Fri. & Sat. 11 A M. t0 ZA.3
Sunday 1 P.M. to 12 Midnight

Carry Out Service available
33603 Plymouth Rd.
(west of Farmington)

261-2370

Che

L eather
Rottle
Inn

Wed. -Sun.

Roaald Velsox
forvmenty with Material
Every Tuesday RON CODEN

BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHES TUES.-SAT.
CHILDREN'S MENU

Leflo

( CATERING AVAILABLE )

PETITESTRIP STEAXR

FRLEBIVERAGETO MIL
SORSINTORCITR NS

ABOVE ENTREES INCLUDE -POTATO, TEXAS TOAST & SALAD
PR 52553

SMUTNFIELD
25610W. SMILE RD.
~ ATBEECH-OALY RO,

DINING — COCKTAILS
\28937 W. WARREN, GARDEN CITY 522-2420 CLOSED MONDAY/

Budget speclal: —A BUILD YOUR 0WHS.4MD~ Budget Specials)
Every R
MONDAY
SR. CITISENS’ DAY U’tilclesing
BEEF CHOPETT l ’ 0'

SA
(9ITEMS AND 4 DRESSINGS}

,1

%‘si"f

ll 79

2053 RAWSONVILLE RD.
T OFFL94"

Every v

RIBEYE STEAK *1*

CHOPPED BEEF ‘1




