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But tighter controls stall

Oakland gives a hoot about county car usage

Oakland County Commissioner
Hem:y Hoot (R-Troy) was dis-
appointed at the way his proposed
county car policy was chopped up and
amended. but other board members
said Hoot should be pleased that the
county finally has a policy governing
use of its cars by all departments

Hoot was chairman of a special com-
mittee that drafted the car policy pro-

posal. The amended version last week
passed the board of commissioners on
a 194 vote. with Paul Kasper (R-
Bloom(field Hills} the only local board
member opposing it

Commissioner John McDonald (R-
Farmington) introduced the package
of three amendments which Hoot com-
plained “gutted” his committee’s
work. McDonald's amendments. ap-

DAVID PARRISH and enjoy )
his paintings on display
David Parrish is a Michigan

tesident who began his art
studies at Cass Tech. He
started working in
comumercial art in 1948 and
during his career with the
intemationally known
historical painter Robert
Thom. Mr. Parrish has also
been commissioned to do
many portraits. Some of his
varied paintings hang in
museums in Springfield and
Minneapolis.

David Paerish & His Art
At
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ZIP YOUR WAY
FROM SHORTS
TO PANTS

Hit the trail

in classic shorta.
Then zip on the

legs complete with
button-up cycting
tabs, and leare

the competition
behind. White and
khaki in a sturdy
cotton-blend duck.
$47.50
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proved 158, provided:

*Elected and public officials (the
latter being major non-ivil service ap-
pointees) would be exernpt from hav-
Ing the eight-inch county seal on their
car doors. (Cars used in criminal in-
vestigations were the only ones
exempt under Hoot's committee's rec-
ommendation. } N

*The new gas policy witl take effect
15 days after passage. The Hoot com-
mittee had wanted it effective only a
week after passage.

*The county would be required to

reduce its “vehicle™ fleet by 20 units
per year. The Hoot committee had
proposed 20 ““cars™ per year. Hoot ar-
gued that there was no abuse among
eniployee use of non<car vehicles.
Hoot was the only local commission-
er to oppose the McDonald package of
amendments, which was supported by
Kasper. Robert McConnell {R-Farm-
ington Hills). McDonald, Lillian Mof-
fitt (R-Bloomfield). Joseph Montante
(R-Orchard Lake). Ralph Moxley (R-
Birmingham:. Dennis Murphy (R-
Novi). Rabert Page (R-Birmingham 1.

Author says

neighborhoods

are small towns

Whether you need to borrow a
lawn spreader. locate a babysitter or
petition the city for a new traffic
light. the most immediate resource is
vour neighborhood.

*Neighborhoods represent a source
of information. identity and mutual
aid to the people who live in them.”
according to University of Michigan
social psychologist Rachelle B. War-
ren,

“And they can represent a critical

+ organizational base through which pol

icy makers can réach local citizens
and citizens can reach one another

The strategies are explained in
“The Neighborhood Organizer's Hand-
book.™ coauthored by Warren. a sen-
for research associate at the UM Cen-
ter for Research on Learning and
Teaching. and her hubsand Donald 1
Warren, chairman of the sociology-an-
thropology  department at Oakland
University. The publisher is Univer-
sity of Notre Dame Press

Based on five vears of almost door-
to-door research under grants from
the National Institute of Mental
Health. the book describes six differ-
ent kinds of neighborhoods and the
ways each responds to individual or
government social efforts It outlines
methods for identifying the neighbor-
hoods® strengths and resources. and
for using them to bring about socal

change.
The book is designed for govern-
ment officials. social service

agencies. schoo! boards and planning
comissions—and especially for the av-
erage citizen who wants to make his
or her neighborhood and community a
better place in which to live
“Neighborhoods are the missing
link in urban national policy.” Rach-
clle Warren says. ~In many cases
they contain invisible leaders show

opinions are -espected and who have
reputations for getting things done
These people can be an important
asset to the isolated bureaucrat who
is charged with serving local citizens

“Likewise. these grass roots leaders
are an asset to their neighborhoods be-
cause they are familiar with re-
sources in the outside community,
and know how to mobilize support for
bringing about a particular goal.”

Warren does nat see neighborhoods
as collections of houses but as support
systems for their residents. To
varying degrees. neighborhoods serve
as arenas for opinion sharing. politi-
cal organizing. group identity. status
display and mutual aid

““In the suburbs. this might take the
form of watching the house next door
while the family is on vacation. or
helping a neighbor build his garage in
exchange for repairing your car

"In the city. however. the neighbor-
hood’s help-sharing potential is more
critical.” Warren says "It is neces-
sary 1o peoples’ survival

AU one time in our histery. the
small town provied a filter through
which government programs  could
reach family umts. But families and
individuals now tend to be isolated
and the help-giving networks dormant
n urban mass society. The neighbor-
hood can provide the missing iink be-
tween policy makers and people ™

It can be argued that in an era of
Cris$-Crossing expressways, mass
media and urban renewal. the neigh-
borhood is an obsolete entity. Warren
isnsists that it is mor eimportant than
ever

“The future of the city 15 the future
of neighborhoods.”" she stresses. “and
their destiny depends on our simulta-
neous reinvestment in both *

Larry Pernick (D-Southfield)
John Peterson (R-Rochester.

and

PERNICK OFFERED his own
amendment—to deduct $25 biweekly
from the salaries of all county employ-
ees provided a 2+hour county car

It died 158 on a straight party-line
vote

Hoot called the final package “luke-
warm. tepid. milktoast.” but agreed
with board Chairman Wallace Gabler
(R-Royal Oakl that the county finally
has a policy.

The policies provide that “any new
positions or changes in existing posi-
tions resulting from changes in job as-
signments. resignations or retire-
ments will automatically result in
withdrawal of car privileges. unless
an exception s granted by the finance
committes

“*All users (will) be required to com-
pile on a'daily basis mileage re.

and reason for the trip. to be totaled
up and submitted at the end of each
month.

“All county vehicles. except those
in use in criminal investigations. the
black-and-whites and elected and pub-
lic officials. shall have ar eight-inch
seal prominently displayed on the two
front doors i

“The total vehicle fleet (will) be re-
duced by 20 vehicles each year for the
next three years.

“The car policy committee hereby
direets that no county vehicle shall be
gassed at the county gas station. effec-
tive 45 days following adoption of this
policy. unless they carry the county
seal or have been specifically ex-
cluded by the finance committee as to
this regulation.”

Citizen observer John King of
Bloomfield Hills agreed with Hoot's
original report and asked the county
to “downgrade the size of vehicles” to

'

ports showing origin. destination conserve fuel.
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& THE SUMMER SUIT

BY HICKEY-FREEMAN

to come up with a suit that will heep
vou tresh and tim looking on the
sultriest davs The seciet ivin the,
fabric. an aimy weave of ultra-hine
polvester woal and sk Add to
this their tracditionally fine
taslonng and well balanced it
and you have one ot the mast
comfortable summer suite
monev can bus
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Oakland court
tops nationally
in efficiency :

The Oakland C.rewtt Court's meth-
ods of judicial efficiency will be stud-
ied by the National Center for State
Courts. as a part of a national pro-
gram to improve judicial adminis-
tration.

We are proud to have been recog-
nized by the National Center for State
Cou aid Chief Judge Robert B
Webste ¢ are told that we were
chosen for this study because a pre-
liminary review by the nationat cen-
ter indicaled that our circult ranked
first in judicial efficiency. nation-
ally

Webster indicated that in 1976 when
the docket load of the Oakland circuit
increased sharply. the court had re-
duced the number of cases awaiting
trial. This success was altributed to
“just plain hard work on the part of
11 dedicated judges. and innovative
systems of docket control and assign-
ment.”” Webster said.

The National Center for State
Courts was founded in 1971 by U.S. Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Warren
Burger and other national leaders of
the bench and bar. Thd Lenter is a
central national resource to help

states modernize their court systems.

Electrical Supplies

Complete line for home owners and con-
tractors at our Rochester branch.

- you'l see us in a better light

ROCHESTER, 435 N. Main at University
PHONE 651-4302

WHY NOT GIVE MOTHER A GIFT
THATLASTS ALL YEAR?
BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL
TICKETS NOW ON SALE
1977.78 SEASON

Oet. 20, Jahn Lindsay,~Formy
Nor 0, R B S TN

on of the wrts.
480,13, 8o Nea

Fob, 90, BitLIgna
Mo W, BoyPa
Programs wil be prasenied
2155, Wooward,

" $20.009ER
Sand check 1 80x 3, Bicmingham,
iormydgn.

What'’s the French word for perfect relationship?
“Collectibles”” by Christian Dior. A collection of
separate sportswear items unified by color tone — so
they relate beautifully without looking self-
consciously matched. Dior carries it off in great
style: in a soft-shouldered, double-breasted blazer of
polyester/linen at $110, a matching vest at $25, and
matching slacks at $35; a single-breasted cotton
denim blazerin solid navy, light blue or white at $100,
a matching vest at $23, and matching slacks at $35.
All looking marvelous together, however you mix
them.
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