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Missionary tells stories
of American Indian life

By CARL STODDARD

Gordon Taylor is a Baptist minister,
a college graduate and a missionary.
He thinks of himself as an Indian, but
he's not. And on reflection, he admits
that he and his family have become
unstuck in the flow of time and cul
tures.

“We might be here talking in a nice
office,” Taylor said during an inter-
view last week. “In half an hour we
could be writing to a woman living in
a four-foot-high adobe home. She’s in
a wheelchair and doesn't need a house
any higher than that. The only run-
ning water is what runs from the ceil-
ing to the floor when it rains. And
then tonight we could be dmmg with
an auto executive.”

Taylor and his family were in South-
field last week to attend the 1977 Mis-
sionary Conference at the Higland
Park Baptist Church on Lahser. The
34th annual conference drew more
than 100 missionaries from all over
the world, including Gordon. his wife
and four children.

The retum was something of a
homecoming. . Taylor married his
wife, Alice, in' the Southfeld church.
She is a former Farmington resident.

Now. their home is the small com-
munity of Salem, Ore., where they ad-
minstrate a correspondence Bible pro-
gram for Indians living throughout
North America

IN TRUTH, they spend little time at
home. More than 11 months out of the
year are spent traveling by car, train,
ski plane, jet and snow mobile. Much
of the time, their home away from
home has been a six-foot by eight-foot
house trailer. They do it all on $4.200
a year and what ever help is avail-
able from Taylor's sponsors, the
American Indian Crusade Inc.

Taylor began working with Indians
when he was 17. He was in British Co-
lumbia, Canada, and planning to go
onto college, study law and become a
judge. His concern and fascination
with the Indians changed all that. In
college, he received training in anthro-
pology and sociology and quickly re-
turned to work with the Indians.

His work with the Indians also
brought him into contact with Alice, a
graduate of Detroit Bible College and
Henry Ford ‘Hespital School of Nurs-
ing. Five weeks after they met, they
weie engaged. Four months later,
they were married.

Together with their four children,
the Taylors have spent the last 10
years as missionaries to the Indians.

1 could have become a local pas-
tor.” Taylor said, “bat I choose to
work with the Indians. There is such
a need in the Indian culture. We know
that best, so we stay with then.”

They have visited Indians in Maine,
Florida, Arizona, northern Canada

Area artists take part
in Earth Festival

Several Farmington artists will play
a part in “The Earth Festival.” a
three-day event sponsored by the con-
gregation of Birmingham's Nativity
Episcoval Church. May 20-22

Both the visual and performing arts
will be offered as a part of the out-
door celebration of the earth and its
gifts, with emphasis on the simple
pleasures of a largely by-gone era.

Butterflies and dried flower arrange-
ments will be brought to the festival
by Nadine Justusson of Farmington
Hills. and Marie Robertson. of Farm-
ington. will bring oil paintings.

The theme of the festival centers on
sharing of hand-made crafts. toys.
skills and music of the Appalachia re-
gion. Hand-made musical instrument
will be featured to hear. to play and
to purchase

‘Though much of the celebration is
scheduled for out-of-doors, the festival
will continue indoors, at 21220 Four-
teen Mile. in case of rain.

CPAs granted

certificates

Three Southfield Certified Public Ac-
countants have been granted CPA cer-
tificates by the Michigan State Board
of Accountancy. Those receiving the
certificates have met the educational
and experience qualificaflons of the
Michigan Accountancy Law and have
passed the uniform CPA examination
which is given in all states. They are
Ronald P. Chick, Robert J. Daddow.
and Roger J. Manning. all of South-
freld.
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Festival hours are from 10a.m. to 7
p.m. each day, but on Friday night. a
square dance gets under way at 7:30
pm

ARTS AND CRAFTS demonstra-
tions will run continuously. along with
troubadours who tell stories. sing.
give puppet shows and involve chil-
dren in games.

Strolling musicians and clowns will
stroll among the artists and crafts-
man who will show metalwork. weav-
ing. pottery, wool dyeing. spinning.
photography. creative stitchery. wood-
carving, and handcrafted toys.

Light snacks and beverages will be
on sale

A 10:30 am. Sunday. eucharist and
worship service will be held inside the
church. and the Kingswood Cranbrook
Dances will perform in the spirit of
worship and celebration. A folk-mass
for guitar and organ will be used for
the service with the choir. and Farm-
ington organist Diane Apsey.

A Blue Grass Festival begins at §
pm. Saturday with mandolin, banjo.
guitar, dulcimer. autoharp. spoons
and fiddle. The congregation invites
anyone who'd like to join in the music
making to bring their instruments.

More entertainment will come from
madrigal singers. a barbershup quar-
tet and a men's wandering singing

group.

The church on Fourteen Mile, is lo-
cated between Lahser and Evergreen
Parking will be available at Berkshire
Junior High School. across the street
and just west of the church
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ts—and of course, our tra-
soﬂaul satting is also available.

Some Indians have taken on the ways

of other Americans, he said. Others,

like some Navajo, are so isolated they
have never seen a white person.
“They consider themselves very
lucky.” Taylor said.

FOR MANY YEARS, the US. gov-
ernment had a policy that called for
assimilating Indians into the mainst-
ream American culture. “The Indians
called it annihilation.”

“The Indians who want to be in the
mainstream are there. But there’s

still a hard core, maybe 40 per cent..

who live on reservations. They dont
want to be assimilated.” he said.

“Americans have got to be big
enough to accommodate the Indians
who want to be assimilated and friend-
ly and outgoing enough to help those
who don't want to be assimilated.”

A major problem, Taylor said, is
that many Americans have little un-
derstanding of how Indians live. A
group of school children were amazed
last week. he said. when he told them

BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE. Quiet elegance,
garden spot, impeccable. 4 bedrooms, 2V2
baths, large living and dining rooms,
panelled library, finished rec room, superb
porch with solid doorwalls, alarm systems.

646-600. $129,500.

“there are Eskimoes today eating
raw caribou and spitting out the fur.”
The Indians have an easier time un-
derstanding the white people, in part,
because the white culture pervades so
much of the continent. But that's not
the only reason, Taylor said.
“Indians are tolerant, not materialis-
tic, and not in a hurry. They find it
easy to accept outsiders. About 95 per.

-cent accept white people.”

Despite — and because of — their
culture, American Indians still have
many problems.

Many are hurt by poverty, lack of

or inaccessible medica! facilities, alco-
holism and a continuing history of ig-
norant or vicious treatment by the
government.

It was President Andrew Jackson
who first noted that *The only good In-
dian is a dead Indian,” Taylor said.
And it wasn't until 198 that Congress
finally got around to granting the
American Indians full rights as citi-
Zens.
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AUTO SHOW
CARPET SALE!

From the people who brought you the Detront Auto
Show carpet . *we now ofer you the same excellent
values from auto shows and conventions around the
country. It is sold on an “as is basis”. Shag and plush
carpet will be available in a wide range of colors. Also
new carpetand roll balances available

Come early for the best selection.
Pad and instaliation available.

Master Charge and BankAmericard Accepted.
8-5 Monday-Thursday

9-9 Friday
8-12 Saturday

@ DONALD E. MC NABB COMPANY —7
22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser)

home, Central Air,
and fireplaced fami

651-8850. $104,90!

GREAT OAKS West,

center, sprinkling system, gas 8BQ, many
built-ins, cireular drive — living comfort.

Rochester. Palatial
Central Vacuum, den
ly room, Nu-tone food

FULLY REMODELED into super Conlempor
ary. On pastoral acre. Vaulted ceilings,
25'x20° Master bedroom, 29'x21" living
room with Fieldstone fireplace, 21'x12"
dining room, 2 finished outbuildings,
0. Lake Privileges. 626-9100. $92,900.

MAJESTIC Y974 Colonial,

sion. 689-8900. $83,900.
.

DOUBLE WOOD DECKS off both back levels
(eu:h 23'x13’) provide indoor-outdoor liv-
ing. 1973 Colonial, 4 bedrooms, 2V baths,
brick wall fireplace in big family room,

It-ins, no maintenance exterior.

many built-i
626-9100. $79,900.
:

close-in Troy.
Both a fireplaced family room, private li-
brary plus 4 big bedrooms, first Hloor loun-
dry, Central Air, electronic filter, circle
drive, garage openers. Immediate Posses-

area of Fermington

first floor laundry,

ACREAGE with brook, commanding 65’
deck over walk-out lower level — prize

rooms, 2 fireplaces in family and rec rooms,

PEDESTAL MOUNTED, dramatic geometric
Contempora:y. Gorgeous view of wooded
valley with stredm from farg® circular deck.
4 bedrooms, 24 baths, studio, rec and play
rooms. Very unique and custom. 626-9100.

Hills. 5 possible bed-

Central Air. Country

quiet. 626-9100. $104,900.

field Contemporary
ily rooms,

6700. $63,900.

SPACIOUS AND BRIGHT 4 bedroom South-

place, large game room,
tasteful professional decorating, first floor
laundry, 2V baths, privacy fence. 557-

OVER FOUR ACRES. Circa 1890 Farm House
charm in Oakland Township. 4 large bed-
rooms, good-sized kitchen, recreation
room. Includes metal barn, opple trees,
Gothic structure. Peace and quiet. 651
8850. $79,900.

brick Ranch. Two fam-

ONE OF BIRMINGHAM'S lovaliest tree-
, walk to Quarton school,
eautifully done interior, 6
panel doors throughout, formal dining
room, bright family room, rec room, unique
647-5950. $72,900.

lined str
shopping,

firaple:

TEXAS SIZE RANCH, big Spruce trees on
lovely lot. Fireploce in tiving room, nice
room, 3 bedrooms and
huge 2% cor attached garage. Your future
home on the range..Call 557-6700. $37,- wi

family room, dinis
000. Value!

L

/

BRICK RANCH home, 4 large bedrooms,

ter's Stratford Kno

651-3850. $67,900.

tisted Tri-l

family room with fireplace and wood deck,
large living room, formal dining room,
Moster bath with double sinks. In Roches-

GARDEN sm in lumllngnn Hills. Jun

SOUTHFIELD COLONIAL, close to B'Nai
David. 4 bedroom home focuses on a stun-
ning Contemporary decor, first floor iaun-
dry, comfortable family room PLUS Central
Air and much more. Yours to inspect.
557-6700. $54,900.

fls. Excellent Value.

SWEETHEART of Southfield. Clean, com-

626-9100. $54,900,

Ehambﬂ' -

ool with 10 ft. sun dnk, solid wall
ireplace, family room, built.in kitchen
no-wax floor, Iargo altic storage.

fortable 3 bedroom Ranch with roomy

kitthen, adkiuing {aundry room, big pic-
ture window in living rooin, dining ell and
garden patio, Assumablé Mortgage.
557-6700. $29,900.
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