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LOUISE SNIDER

- years later in "

Papa the loser
in film version

One of Ernest Hemingway's most definitive statements ap-
peared in A Farewell to Arms.” Words like “glory, honor.
ccurage.” he said. embarrassed him because these abstract
words “were obscene beside the concrete names of vil-
lages the names of rivers. the numbers of regi-
ments . "

It was an attempt to deslruv sentimentality by stripping
away empty abstractions. Poor Papa Hemingway. almost 50
Islands in the Stream" (PG). the movie based
on his posthumeusly published novel. we get the empty ab-
stractions and the sentimentality. not the concreteness.

The film version of this novel is a beautifully mounted sea-
scape that profits from some solid acting by George C. Scott
Scott brings strength and dignity to the role of the pro-
tagonist. Thomas Hudson

Hudson. presumably a Hemingway alter ego. is a strong-
willed. self-serving. twicedivorced artist living in semi-seclu-
sion in the Bahamas. In his mature years. he's re-examining.
reassessing his values

UNFORTUNATELY. what the film fails to examine is Hud-
son’s. own character and worth. We are given Hudson's dis-
tant re.allonshlp with his children. his paternalism toward an
alcoholic derelict. and his mixed feelings towards the first of
his ex-wives. We are given nothing. however. to account for
the way people adopt a worshipful attitude toward him and
seek his aproval. Add to this the distant rumblings of World
War 11 and the presence-of Jewish refugees on the island, and
we've got a film that says too little about too much.

‘The movie. like the book. is presented in three parts. The
first part. called “The Boys." is the most effective and worth-
while. [t concentrates on the father-son relationship and pro-
vides some truly moving scenes

Hudson's three sons. who he hasn't seen in four years, ar-
rive to spend their summer vacation with him. He confronts
them almost bearishly. But for all his gruffness and tough-
ness. he’s concerned with what they think of him and how
they feel about him

e boys veam for his love and approval. even Davey. the
middle son who is the most antagonistic toward him. The
pent-up anger bursts loose in a pillow fight that gets out of
control. Davey is left crying. pounding at his father. and
scared of what he's doing—all at the same time

In a Caribbean counterpart of the “moment of truth” in the
bull ring. Davey proves his courzge in a battle with a huge
marlin. [t's an important part of the book and the movie. but
an embarrassing one. Embarrassing because the content rep-
resents such an antiquated concept of manhood. and embar
rassing because the sequence presents a clumsy photographic
mixture of process shots and live action.

IN THE OTHER two parts of the movie. “The Woman"
and “The Journey.” the reality and strength of emotions are
diluted into sentiment. pre-
scribed attitudes, noble
deeds and romantic adven-
ture.

The appearance of Caire
Bloom. which normally
can be counted on to perk
up a scene. couldn't over-
come the burden of the
sudsy dramatics between
Hudson and his ex-wife

In the final episodes.
Hudsen's overwhelming
concern for Eddy. a sea-
going rummy, is just as
overblown and in-
explicable as his relation-
ship with his ex-wife.

When Hudson rescues
some Jewish refugees
from a burning fishing
boat trying to slip them
into Cuba past the Coast
Guard. it looks like a tug-
boat-size “Voyage of the
Damned.”

GEORGE C SCOTT

'Glimpses

NEW RELEASES
AIRPORT 77 (PG). A disaster filjm that combines air and
sea operations by crashing a 747 into the ocean and then
trying to raise the plane or lower the ocean—something
like that,
ANNIE HALL (PG). The best Woody Allen film yet! Truth

Actress is more than a star

By ETHEL SIMMONS .

When Nancy Gurwin of Southfield
decided to form her own dinner thea-
ter production company, “People
called me and said I'd never get it off
the ground.” .

Did that discourage Ms. Gurwin?
Not on your life. “It gave me a little
fuel.” she said in that breathless.
throaty voice of hers.

The pale-haired actress has taken
her concept and turned it into a suc-
cessful run of the Broadway musical
hit “1 Do! I Do!" at the Botsford Inn
Dinner Theatre in Farmington Hills
Not only is she the brains and the
money behind the production, she's
the co-star, too.

The show. which ran for three
months, closed Sunday. But, guess
what, it will reopen at a new dinner

theater location, Vittorio's restaurant

in Livonia.

ACCORDING TO Michael Good-
man, Ms. Gurwin's producer. re-
sponse cards from the audience at the
Botsford Inn indicated that most of
the playgoers were from Livonia

“There’s a real need for dinner thea-
ter in that area,” explained Dolores
Shevlin, who wears many hats includ-
ing publicity for RG Productions.
“There's nothing there.”

“1 Do! IDo!" with Ms Gurwin and
bearded singer-turned-actor Phil
Marcus Esser will open June 16 for a
two-month run at Vittorio's.

RG Productions stands for Ms. Gur-
win's maiden name (Rovner) and her
married name. Husband Don is a law-
yer. who has helped with the legal
end of things. but basically the dinner
theater is her baby

She's also the mother of four chil-
dren, whom she devotes her attention
to during the day. before going off to
star in musical theater at night.

MEANWHILE, AT the Botsford, an-
other production compary (not Ms.
Gurwin's) is opening with the mys-
tery “The Mousetrap” on Thursday,
in dinner theater format

Ms. Gurwin hopes the public won't
confuse her production company with
the other one. Her company will be
back at the Botsford, however. on
July 7. opening “The Thurber Carniv-
al”" a series of sketchés by James
Thurber.

At Vittorio's, on Plymouth Roac.
cast of Farmington Road. the enthu-
siastic manager, theater buff Henry
Strong, is planning to knock down
walls to expand the dinner theater

" area

There'll be kleig lights. a marquee
and maybe a black-tie opening night.
At Vittorio’s the show will run
Thursday. Friday and Saturday
nights. with a si-down dinner at 7 and
performances at 8:30 p.m.

At the Botsford. “The Thurber Car-
nival” will run Thursday and Sunday.
with dinner at 7 and show at 8:30 pm
Botsford Inn owner John Anhut has a
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RESTAURANT, INC.

Pine Loke Mall

Oorn ton tnru Thurs 1110 m Fn ASar 1110 m

4343 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
851-5540
Excellent Cantonese & American Lunches & Dinners
Your Hosts: Kin Ming Chin — Dixon Chin — Ben Chin

N Cocitail Playhouses

e, Present
£,

a1 the Sheraton
Bicomfield, Pontiac
Fri. & Sob. Held over
Through May 20th
Theatre only $5.00
Binner Phgs. from §10.50
RESV. 338-6131
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Squire House
ENTERTAINMENTY
TUESDAY thru SATURDAY]

TUESDAY SPECIAL

NANCY GURWIN

long history of presenting theatrical
productions at the venerable nn

DINNER WILL BE served in the
downstairs dining room and the show
performed upstairs in the ballroom

Before developing her own dinner
theater production company. Ms Gur-
win had worked with two other such
companies. When she was associated
with the (then) Turgeon & Guest Pro-
ductions. Pierre Turgeon asked her
what show she'd like 10 do someday

and she suggested "I Do! I Do!"

‘T talked with Dolores (Sheviin),”
she recalls, “and decided to go on my
own and do it. I contacted Michael
Goodman who had done producing for
me before

Goodman produced her one-woman
show “Two Knights with Nancy” at
the Jewish Community Center. “It
was all told in music and directed by
Edgar Guest.” she said

Guest directed I Do! | Do!™ and
will direct “The Thurber Camival
Another key member of the produc-
tion company is associate producer
Donna Zatkin

PRODUCER GOODMAN continued
the story of RG Productions. “She’s
got guts.” he said of Ms Gurwin
“She came 10 me and said. "Here it
is.” dumping the whole concept in my
lap

“Tears came 1o my eves. She had
such confidence in me. | needed some-
thing 1 was in a stagnant mood. How
can vou let her down?"

I Dot | Dot s told mostly in
song. with a lttle choreography
tossed it this production A warm
Iwvely show it tells the story of a mar-
ned couple from newiywed through
maturing years -

Because Ms  Gurwin and Phil
Marcus Esser have been appearing to-

gether for three months, "“The show is
more tight.” she said “Working with
somebody that Iong. you can establish

rapport

AND ENTERTAINMENT
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GINOQS
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

1999 Cass Lake Road
Just W. of Orchord Lake Reod

AL Complate Frog Leg Dinoer $4.95
MIXED DRINKS {TALIAN DINING-COCKTAILS
1 'WEDNESDAY SPECIAL Banquet Facilities Avaiiable
DHINHIHRITIREINNT.  Complete Prime Rib Dinner $4.95 682"6540
Facilites Awilabte HAPPY HOUR Open daily “til midnight
""5‘"7;‘_;;2"‘" 2130 to 6:00 Friday & Soturday “til 1 p.m.
DAILY
R
S of 2 Mike
7!& moy’s « BANQUETS o MEETINGS
RESTAURANT
v‘ W25 MIDOLEBELT a18 Mike, Livorta
Cantoness & American Food”
Japanase Steakhouse
® Exotic Cocktails ® a
CARRY-OUTS 04 CHINESE F000 @lh Lllﬂu]n 11““
Conesatunchioon 13 Jacanese Luncheons 59 30 Woudward and Square Lk
oo o &S W0 0am T Dol
Phoned27.3121 Closed Monday. 6417364

Available at all Hudsons, Wards
and The Masonic Box Office

A BAMBOO PRODUCTION

BAGERIS AND WABX
PRESENT
An Evening With

Joan Baez

Saturday, May.14, 8 p.m.
Masonic Auditorium

Special Goast Star Danay 0'Keste
Tickets $5.50-6.50-7.50 Reserved

COCKTAIL HOUR
Entertainment

27822 0RCHARD LAKERD.
At12 Mile, Just Off U.S. 696
Open Mon. thru Sat.

PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES
® Businessmen’s Luncheons e Dinners
NO
(,ouml ET TABLESIDE COOKING

Y RESERVTION O\LY — CHEF E£10 DAFRLICK

the
roman
terrace
851-4094
11:30 am.-2:30em

¥ FEATURING

MONFRL AT

Every TUESDAY at 8:00 P.M.

A 60’s PARTY
inour GAZEBO ROOM
featuring. THE MOTOWN SCUND

HORS ¢ OEUVRES. BUFFET AND THREE COCKTALS §
-No Cover Charge-

MAIN STREET
DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH

and comedy go hand-in-hand in this touching. cont
rary love story. Diane Keaton is also at her very bsl as
Annie.

BLACK SUNDAY (R). Slick thriller of inflated terrorism
from a blimp at the Super Bowl. Robert Shaw and Marthe
Keller are the capable adversaries. Fine acting by Bruce
Dern as the berserk pilot.

FELLINI'S CASANOVA (R). A lavish and lengthy production
that abounds with grotesqueries, one of which is Donald
Sutherland’s strange make-p. as Fellini interprets Casa-
nova's memoirs.

ISLANDS IN THE STREAM (PG). Hemingway's post-
humously published novel about an ag\ng artist and his re-
assessmert of his life and' values is given color but not
much vitality in spite of fine performances by George
Scott and three young actors who play his sons.

THE LATE SHOW {PG). Comedy and suspense tangle in this
melodrama about a kooky girl (Lily Tomlin), a missing
cat (identity unknown), and an over-age private eye (Art

Carney) who still knows a trick or two.

NASTY HABITS (PG). Screen adaptation of Muriel Spark's
Watergate pamdy set in a convent. Geraldine Page and
Sandy Dennis sta

NETWOKI( (R). Fuerce satire altadmg the television in-

miss media generally. Top performances by
Peter l-‘mdx Faye Dunaway and William Holden in fast-
ced, humorous film.

*_ paced. grimly
- PUMPING IRON (PG). The cult of body-buﬂden s explored

in semi-documen‘ary fashion,in this flick with ex-Mr. Uni-
verse Armold Schwarzenegger.

RAGGEDY ANN AND ANDY (G). Animated musical story
of the misadventures of some daring dolls. A livtle saccha-
rine but :xnertalnmg for preschoolers and early grades.

’ MOVIE RATING GUIDE
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oMANSTREET . 459-6370]
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O Friday Country Fane

“Please be Seated”

Barbequed Spare Ribs

Corn-On-The-Cob
Salad Bar
Fresh Bread to Slice

ALL YOU CAN ENJOY
SERVED AT YOUR TABLE

Potato du jour
Dessert
Beverage

$5.95 per penson

Reservations, please




