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Educators get once-over

Students pan stereotyping

By LYNN ORR

1f vou're a teacher’s pet or a jock,
-you've got it made in Farmington
hlgh schools. If you're labeled a burn-
out. you have to watch your step.

Thalt's the consensus of seven Furm
ington students who recently g
gether to discuss their high schml ex
periences before they graduate in
June.

Although they admit to bringing
their own prejudicés to a discussion,
the students contend that many of the
gripes and much o: the praise would

- be shared by a majority of the stu-
dent bodis
| Some of lhe students were highly ac-
ademically thotivated. while others
were barely squeaking into gradu-
ation. But they seemed to surprise
themselves as to the lack of essential
differences among themselves.

“The trouble is that it's one ex-
treme or the other in high school.™
says Terri Lewis, FHS senior.

“You're labeled a jock or a Jjelly."

And what students don't like. al-
though they contribute to its contin-
ued use, is labeling.

JOCKS, BURN-OUTS, jellies—
they're all used by students to label
each other and by teachers. adminis-
trators. and- parents to label teen-
agers.

Jocks are usually athletically orien-
ted. allhough the term is loosely ap-
plied to kids who are particularly ac-
tive in school, the students say.

Burn-outs. and jelies achieve their
fame in a variety of ways—drinking
habits, marijuana toking, or just plain
goofing off. But teachers often label a
student a burn-out who may just be a
troublemaker, often a non-conformist

“Jocks have the ability to show
their leadership.” says Megan Saun-
ders, NFHS senior and active in girls'
sports at school. Jocks have a show-
case for their abilities that other stu-
dents don't have in our high schools.”

Terri Lewis agrees and resents the
time. money and support devoted to
athletics at FHS. “This is a jock-ori-
ented school” she says.

“To get awards you have to be that
type of person, and people support
sports—like the boosters' clubs. You
can spend months and months on a
play and nobody shows up."

Family fights
birth defects

LOIS WHITE .

Ten-year-old Laura Miller's. fingers
moved with sureness as she fastened
leather and steel on her two-yearold
brother’s slim legs.

You could tell it was mhng she
had done hundreds of times. Her
Camp Fire Troop. with leader Bar-
bara Lanigan. watched as Laura put
“him in pesition and he crawled across
the Millers’ tan living room carpet.

- What's unusual about a twoyear-old
crawlmg”

Plenty, if hes a child vnth a spina
bifida birth defect—a child who has
no feeling from the waist down.

Laura, a fifth grade student at Our
‘Lady of Sorrows. is the oldest of five
children of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Miller of Farmington. The other four
are all adopted children with serious
birth defects. s

Laura is so intensely proud of her
part in litle Derek's achievements,
she recently invited her Camp Fire
Troop io see I'um at the Miller home

“When we adopted Derek nearly a
year, ago. the doctors said he would
never even crawl” says his new
mother, Beth. a former nurse. “But
he not only crawls normally. he can
pull himsef up by using just his
hands. and arms.

“He's made such great progress
that next June the doctors at Ford
}hspml will replace the short braces

he now wears- with longleg braces
* that will allow him to stand. We're all

Derek i
Troop and happlly pied folded dia-
pen on top of his blofide head

newhnes.whichvﬂlemnd
from foot Lo torso, are part of a pro-

taught to walk with crutches.

SPINA BIFIDA(spine-ah biff-eh-
dah, ‘mhthgnecaﬁmthehl() is an

puts pressure ‘on a growing brain, 75
per cont have normal intelligence.
The majority of the children af-
flicted have bowel and bladder prob-
lems; many, like Derek.-are com-
g‘l)uely pan.lyzed from the waist

The other Miller chiidren cope with

.physical problems als.

. seven, was born with leg
peoblems. As she raced through the
cozy Miller living room. her dark
braids swinging, it was apparent she
now has full range of motion, al
though she still must wear plastic cor-
rective devices in each shoe

, five, like Derek has spina bi-
fida, bu he is'not paralyzed. He also
has grand mal epilepsy.

David, 3%, was homn without a rec-
tum. Last year, David had a colos-
tomy, & surgical contruction of an arti-

“ficial opening in the abdomen to allnwr

for the elimination of wastes.
"But he's all put together again
now." says Mrs. Miller, referring to
the extensive surgery that’allows him
to” Iuncum normally.
[E MILLERS' nexl major hurdle
is pi repanng Larry for entry to public
school. Now five, Larry attends spe-
cial classes at Ealgle Elementary
School. Like most spina bifida chil-
dren;dLarry had no bowel or bladder

After several operations and more
than a yéar in which Mrs. Miller cath-
dknznd (he littte boy every two hours

the clock, he has -achieved
some measure of bladder control.

He now is in an intensive bowel
trail that, if successful,
will aliow him to entet first grade in
public. school.

“And .that's our goal for all of
them-—a normal life," says Mrs. Mill-
er. myhavesnmucb!ogwe—&d
made them' L

Asked what prompted their special
interest in children with birth defects,

and
mverimold!hmudo“hnpne
Two "hundred spina
mbomhudumuchyw mast
trm::girb Alhw;hllpermde-
ydrocephalus, a dangerous ac-
mI:pulatkm of fluid In the head that

bifida children

3]-year-old said simply,
“Who else woild they have? They

have a lot to offer, and we felt we had
some thing to give.”
MILLER, AN ENGINEER, will
hednampb'lthordMotorC
in Dearborn shoi

‘ - THE
PERFECT MARKET
dwul found the perect
156,000 rescars 51 e Obtane &
Eccantdc clessiied section. He had

such a good. response that he de-
cm»nmnh-abrmowhalo
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‘Teachers demand respect, but you don’t get
it from them. What everyone should have is
equal opportunity, but they don’t always get it.’

—Gary Cook

Athletics get a disproportionate
piece of the pie, according to the stu-
dents. “When you look at the athletic
budgets. you can see that.” Megan
says.

“RADIO CLUB at North Farm-
ington is made up of a wide variety of
kids. and we've bought all our equip-
ment ourselves,” she explains. “Our
advisor’s helped us a lot. but the ad-
ministration hasn't helped us at all

In addition to financial support. the
students believe athletics and athletes
get too much time and attention

“How often is a burn-out in your
school paper?” asks Frank Stajka.
FHS senior. who resents being labeled
a burn-out

Frank admits to learning how to
cope with school the hard way. He's

presently attending night school along,
with his regular daily classes to gradu-
ate in June.

When he entered FHS as a soph-
omore after attending Our Lady of
Sorrows. he “cut loose™ in his terms
and didn't adjust to attending classes.
doing homework or following some of
the rules

But he also believes he was labeled
a troublemaker and treated as such
before he lived up to the reputation

“They've alwvays given Frank a
hard time,” says Jerianne Gugel.
FHS senior and chairperson of the Stu-
dent Roundtable. a group of students
from all three Farmington high
schools who meet monthly with schoo!
board members .

"The teachers got to my case really

(Continoed ou page 154)

Laura Miller, a fifth grader at Qur Lady of Sorrows, sacrifices
much of ber spare time to help out ker kittle brother, Derek who
has spina bifida. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

7 community effort
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Comraunity pride. education and a
celebration of youth are part of the
Farmington area’s plans for Michigan
Week, May 1421

Community Pride Day May 14,
helps kick off the week. It is followed
by Heritage Day. May 15. Govern-
ment Day, May 16. World Trade Day.
May 17, Livelihood Day. May 18, Edu-
cation Day. May 19. HDS}Il(all() Day
is May 20 and Youth Day is May 1.

Beautification groups from both
cities are sponsoring a wide range of
activities for Community Pride Day.
Residents will be encouraged to udy
up their subdivisions. Scouts will
sent to clean school properties.

Residents can buy shrubs and trees
from their local beautification group.

Farmington Hills Beautification
Commission is ending its annua} tree
sale on Community Pride Day. Farm-
ington will have its sale on May 20-21
rext to the Downtown Center Foun-
tain.

Representatives from the Farm-
ington Chamber of Commerce will
hand out cut flowers on street corers
during Pride Day.

ANOTHER WAY OF MAKING resi-
dents more conscious of their commu-
nity is through the “Dirty, Picture Cn-
test,” which is sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce and the two
beautification groups.

Residents are asked to submit
photos of the most blighied spot ‘n
town. The name of the photographer.
address. and phone number should be
included with the entry. The street
number and location of the blighted
house or site should be included.
Black and white or color photos are
eligible.

Celebrate Michigan

Students wiil be forced to, think
about the community through an
essay contest. The essay should ex-
plain the student’s thoughts on how_to
improve 2 blighted area in either city.
Prizes will be awarded during Youth
Day. May 21

Community awareness will be en-
hanced by a new map of both cities
which will soon be issued as part of
the festivities. The map will .include
local phone numbers. statistics. his-
tory and the lacations of schools and
hospitals.

Heritage will be emphasized on Sun-
day. May 15. At noon. church bells
will ring in observance of Michigan
Week. Clergy members will mention
the history of Farmington and their
churches during services.

Mayors will be exchanged as part of
Government Day. May 16

FARMINGTON MAYOR John Rich-
ardson will be switching places with
Ervin LaBuhn. Mayor of Marine City.
Farmington Hills Mayor Keith Dea-
con will take over the helm from Troy
Mayor Richard Doyle.

Education Day. May 19, will be cele-
brated with an open house throughout
the Farmington School District. Each
school's media center is encouraged
to have a display refating incidents in
Michigan history. The state’s lustory
will be featured in classes (hruughnul
the district,

Youth Day. May 21. has something
for the bicycle enthusiasts of the com-
munities. The Farmington Arca
Jaycees are sponsoring a Bicycle
Rodeo at 10 a.m. a1 the Bel-Aire
Lanes. Orchard Lake Road south of
Ten Mile. Farmington Hills.

Co-op urged for fifefighters

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington Editor

Farmington and Farmington Hills
residents would recéive more efficient
fire protection if they joined other
southwestern nd County commu-
nitiés
unit, according to a study made by
Public Administration Service, a Chi-
cago consulting firm.

‘The-firm came to that conclusion in
their sludy after deeming that fire
service in the seven commynities
under consideration was inadequate.

Commimities considering the possi-

' Inhty of jolnm 8 cooperalive are

‘armington Hills, West
Bloomﬁeld, Non. Wizom, Commerce
anns!dp and Walled Lake.

a cooperative fire fighting -

total consolidation would be politically
unfeasible and too expensive for the
communities to handle.

“THE MAJOR DRAWBACK to con-
solidationt at this time is {hat services
throughout the area would have to be

BUT A COOPERATIVE approach
seemed reasonable to th» consultants
in solvmg all of these defiviencies.

Under the firm's plan the coopera-
tive would be directed by a board
made up o{ loml public oﬂmmb from

equalized at the high-
est level presently provided by an ex-
isting dej nt, in this case West

" Bloomfield,” said the consultants. -

Presently, the seven communities
have differing systems for fire serv-
ice, ranging from paid volunteers to
public safety officers, who serve both
as_police officers and firefighters.

Total cost for consolidation would

.be $7.5 million carried owt in two

phases, according to the firm.
Maintaining present services also
would adversely affect the commy-

, appropriate

best alternative for meeting  nities menetarily, according to the re-

the area's fire and emergency service . port becauwse of ‘duplication of . per-

. 'm:m"& pe -:"H?’r mﬂﬂd train-
volves the credtion of an’organization - ‘ing a
consisting of hoth publie offichls and Alsomennnmllhelldﬁn(uh'r
fire service officials of the seven com-  .ing services uate in-six aress: «
munities,” said the'

The firm’ examined ’

manpower response .time, in-
‘ol fire: tatio;

K either
eleclive or admini who woukl

partment communications for dis-
patching of alarms, radio commu-
nications and fire-ground com-
munications.

One of the primary criticisms made
by the firm was that existing commu-
nications are faulty—leading to slow
wrong stations dispatched

make decisions by simple majority
vole with the exception of financia!
matter which would be decided by a
two-thirds ‘vote.

Under the board of directors would
be a board of administrators made up
of the fire chiefs from each commu-

nity. The sdministration board would-

:commendaﬁom to the boml of
rectors,
h;‘l’erlhps the first order of business

and wrong being given.-

Under the firm's proposed system
this would be avoided-by providing
“running cards” which would list
street locations of each city, and any
peculiarities of those streets. A file of
nunning cards would be maintained is in,
each station.

‘The report-recommends that a min-
imum of three full-time or paid volun-
teer persorel be on each engine,
while two dispatchers handle a cen-
tralized dnspalch system. for each
eight-hour shift.

The consultants admit that having a
three-man, fulltime crew at each sta-




