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- Good times greet roller skating buffs
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If the idea of roller skating conjures
‘visions of shakily circling a dusty
:floor on squeaky wheels while being
-barraged with the. kind of organ
wmusic played during hockey games, a
\visit to the Bonaventure Roller Skat-
;ing Center in Farmington Hills could
switch your mental gears.

After nearly eight months of con-
\struction. Louis Armbruster's $1 mil-
‘lion investment is the latest in contem-
.porary design. A round. geometric
‘floor plan is carried out in lighting.
‘plant stands and division of space.
+while a huge wall carpet graphic dom-
. inates the rotunda-style maple rink.

Disco music. some light organ
»music. and the top forties will be play-
Lmﬁ while skaters circle the large rink
; which will be coated with plastic for a
. completeiy dust-free surface

“Bonaventure™ means good times
Jto an Nalian. says Armbruster. and
1 good times are the object of leisure ac-
stivity at the rink.

« ~Bkates can be rented at the center,

LOUIS ARM BRUSTER

One caution. however—you have to
be on skates in the building, and an
admission price is payable at the
door. Armbruster's intent is to avoid
“hanging out." a problem other rinks
have encountered

Opening his own rink has been

Southfield. resident Armbruster's

am for some time, and he chose
the Farmington Hills location because

“There aren't any recreational facil-~
ities out here, and no roller skating
rinks within 10 miles.” he explains.

Although the rink has scheduted
family and ladies’ day hours, the busi-
ness is aimed at young people. who
have been slighted in the recreational
department in the suburbs Armbrus-
ter says

1 have five children. the oldest is
18. and it's easy to see that there's
very little for them to do.” he says.
which is another motivation for the
roller skating center.

Because the skating crowd is most-
Iy voung people. Armbruster has es-
tablished some strict rules for behav-
ior to avoid the kind of roller rink rep-
utation that often scares away par-
ents.

We want the business to be run sa
parents can feel confident their chil-
dren are safe here.” Armbruster
says.

A no-smoking sign at the entrance
means smoking is taboo in the entire
building, mostly to avoid the mari-
juana problem. *

“The best way to custail pot smok-
ing is to ban smoking altogeth-

er.Armbruster says. which may
please many a non-smoking customer.

Gum chewing is out also. for ob-
vious reasons. And once a customer
leaves the building, he cannot return
without paying another entrance fee

‘We don't want to be constantly po-
licing the parking lot,” Armbruster ex-
plains. “And I want kids to have a
good' time without getting carried
away.” .

AT 4. Armbruster hopes the rink's
success will get him one step further
in attaining his goal of semi-retire-
ment. to which he’ll devote his spare
hours, to golf. probably at Bald Moun-
tain Golf Course in Lake Orion, which
he owns with two partners

His interest and knowledge of roller
skating stem from his ownership of
Midwest Skating Co.. a wholesale
skate ;supply outfit for roller and ice
skaling equipment. But he navigated
a circular route in getting into the
skate ‘business.

As a teenager. he was a Golden
Gloves welterweight boxing champion
in Pennsylvania. But after a boy was
killed in the ring prior to Armbrus-

ter’s bout. his parents became dis-
enchanted with the boxing scene atd

Armbruster relocated to Detroit. *

where he started working for the Ar-
cadia Roller Rink in downtown De-
troit

He concentrated on the “business
end of things™ at the rink and gradu-
ally expanded his knowledge of the
business and moved up the ladder
His ultimate dream was realized with
the planning of the Farmington rink

“I've always wanted to build my
own rink with my own floor plan and
do my own thing in the way of pro-
moting.” he says.

Robert Alpern Associates of Bir-
mingham presented Armbruster with
a fldor plan and design totally in-
corporating a geometrically round'
theme. which “appealed to me so [
went with it ™

Now. he's waiting for his in-
vestment to pay off. although he ex-
pects to wait through the traditionally
slow summer months

“September is when the business
really starts picking up. so we'll see
then how this area responds to roller
skating."

Armbruster selected his manager
as carefully as he watched over the
fink’s construction. offering the job tn!
Virgil and Sue Dooley. amateur ska-
ters who'vé, “grown up around a
rnk.” says Ms  Daoley

THE ENTIRE DOOLEY family. in--

cluding five-year-old Angic. are roller .

skating experts. Angie recently won a:
speed skating competition for teeny-r
tots. the five and under age group .
And Angie loves to make friends and
teach other Kids how to skate. says:
her mather :

She’ll have plenty of opportunity as:
the Doolews expect 1o put in 60-hour:
weeks, managing all facets of the busi-

ness Dooley will be spinning discs. "

walching over the skate rentals and
generally. managing the operation.’
while Ms Dooley trains snack bar em.”
blovees as well as managing the pro?
shop where skdting equipment can be
purchased. .

The Dooleys will be supervising
about 25 full and parttime employees. .

“We love being around the rink. and |
iUs the next step to leaming more
about the business.” says Ms Dooley. :

;Or customers can bring their own  “the need.is here,” he says. =

HUDSON'S NORTHLAND OPEN THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 9:30 TILL 9.

| NORTHLAND ONLY
SALE FOR MEN

Famous-maker quad suit: solid and checked
slacks, solid blazer, 2-way vest. Polyester.
Men's Clothing. Reg. $170, sale 129.99.
Casual Shop buys. Reg. $65 solid and pat-
tern sport coats, sale 29.99. Reg. 27.50 to
$35 famous-maker slacks, sale 13.99 to 19.99.
Reg. $80 famous-maker blazers, sale 49.99.

" Vested suit in tan gabardine. Cotton/poly-
ester. Contempo. Reg. $125, sale 89.99.
Famous-maker dress or leisure separates
in impeccable polyester. Casual Shop. Reg.
$18 solid or pattern slacks, 2-way vest,
sale 10.99 each. Reg. $55 solid
or pattemn blazer, sale 39.99.
Double-breasted trench coat. Cotton/poly-
ester. Outerwear. Reg. $75, sale 49.99.

Dooley In plice of trafitional organ music, nanager Virgd
heads Dooley spins the discs for tie skating crowc,  while
Jocke: be on hand during the evening hours.

Speclal events on top of your savings.

Johnston & Murphy trunk show with Mr.

Patrick O'Shea from 11 to 8 Thursday, May

12 and Friday, May 13in Men’s Shoes.

350 Hart Schaffner & Marx and Ghristian

Dior suiits under.one roof. An unprecedented

selection of vested and non-vested looks.

Men's fashion show with désigner Luclano

Franzont. Come Saturday, May 14at 2p.m. v N i
tasee the Christian Dior, Hart Schaffner :
& Marx and Jack Nicklaus coflections.
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