Residents block school purch_ase

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

At least one more act remains to be
written in the Valley Woods drama,
with the title alternaling between
“School for Sale” and “School Is
Sold.”

The board of directors of Yeshivath
Beth Yehuda Schools voted Wednes-
day not to accept the recommendation
of its steering committee to buy the
vacant. Valley Woods Elementary
School from the Birmingham schaol
board.

That leaves the hoard still faced
with disposing of the former elemen-
tary school which wus closed two

years ago because of declining enroll-
ment.

Beth Yehuda board's negative vote
resulted from concem raised in the
school community over an article in
the Eccentric April 21, according to
Harold Josephs. Josephs is chairman

* of the Beth Yehuda site committee

A comment by Ray Agren‘of the
Valley Woods Hémeowrers Associ-
aiion at the April 19 board of educa-
tion meeting caused the concern, Jo-
sephs said

AGREN ASKED the board to post-
pone its decision td accept the Beth
Yehuda purchase offer until its May 3

Future talks are far off

tatives of the Birmingham School Dis
trict and the Veshivath Beth Yehuda
. for the sale of the former Val-
Wuods Elementary School are still

or weeks away. )

it is too early.” Birminghixm Supt
Donald Peckenpaugh reported
Tuesday alter conferring with Craig
Mercier. realtor with Proctor Homer
Warren Inc. The firm is attempting to
find a buyer for the school which was
closed in June 1975 because ot dechin-
ing enroliment.

The Yeshivath Beth Yehuda Corp.
last week turned down the recommen-
dation of its steering committee that
it purchase the vacant building for its
girls™ school.
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The action signalled the collapse of
the last of a number of effarts 1o dis-
Eose of the building by the Birming-

am Board of Education. The school
is_located in Beverly Hills.

The reason cited for the negative
vole was a feeling of a lack of ac-
ceptance in Beverly Hills.”

Peckenpaugh said last week that fur
ther tatks might be arranged ths
week with renresentatives of the Beth
Yehuda Schools but after contacting
Mercier Tuesday he said. ~"Emotions
are still too warm. Seven to 10 days
more may be needed before’ we have
a chance for a meeting.”

In the meantime. Mercier indicated
he 1s “contacting alt possible people
in his continuing search for a buyer
eckenpaugh added.

meeting so that he could get the asso-
ciation’s reaction to the offer.

Agren made the comment, “We are
the people concemed: we live next
door to that school.”

Josephs said Thursday, “Some feel-
ings of a lack of acceptance in Be-
verly Hills . . . were apparently rein-
forced by some statements in the
newspaper.”

Board members construed Agren's
remark as “a little less than friend-
lv." Josephs said.

““There was considerable concern in
our cormmunity about putting our girls
in a hostile environment.” he added
The Beth Yehuda girls school was to
be housed at Valley Woods.

JOSPEHS SAID, “What should have
been decided by logic and need be-
came an emotional issue.” Earlier re-
jection of two Beth Yehuda purchase
offers also were a factor in the final
decision. he explained

Donna Hartwig. president of the Bir-
mingham Board of Education. said
she was “shocked as we ail were." at
the action

"I do not know what the board's
next move will be she added.

Supt Donald Peckenpaugh said he
was surprised at the concern of the
Beth Yehuda board members

“Each time there has been a pro-
posed use for Valley Woods School.
there have been cails protesting, no
matter what use was proposed.” he
explained. "1 have hag only one per-
son communicate any question about

having the Beth Yehuda girls’ school
there and a oumber of positive com-
ments in support of it

“I GUESS it would be impossible to
find any use that would please every-
one,” he added.

Peckenpaugh said he believes the -

next step will have to be “to offur
some reassurances to the congrega-
tion. but they would need to ome
from the (Valley Woods) community
more than from the schoot district.™

Peckenpaugh said he had contacted

Josephs last week and asked “if it
would be profitable to sit down and
discuss the .matter” Josephs in.
dicated such a meeting might occur

sometime this week. Peckenpaugh ’

said.

' have extended the invitation and
[ think we might tak later,” he
added. "It is a possibility that is
open.”

Craig Mercier of Proetor Homer
Warren Inc. who is handling the sale
of the school for the board of éduca-
tion. said Friday his next move is “to
find a new buyer.” .

HE SAID he would “hate to specu-
late on whethec the board would re-
consider a purchase oifer made by
the Lutheran High School Association
of Greater Detroit

1 wouldn't try to second guess that
board.” Mervier added. He said he
was working on a “couple angles. but
nothing f can talk about at this mo-
ment " Mercier said he expected the
Beth Yehuda board meeting Wednes-
day “to be a formality.”
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l PhotoExpo International comes to Detroit for the first time! Browse
llhmuqn the country's fargest photo gallery. .. see demonsiratlans of over

. 100 majur photo brands by factory-trained experts. .. hear. lectures sver;
hatf hour on photo topics @ m PLUS, A Major Display of Halograms mari l |
l CLASSIC FILM FESTIVAL: A Bogart retrospective plus seldom seen early
masterpieces wm @ Bring your camera and photograph live models from
I BARBIZON OF DETROIT. . . have a FREE camera check-up. movie or still. . .

E l 88 FREE multi-media and film shows!
PHOTOEXPO INTERNATIONAL

DETROIT PLAZA HOTEL
l RENAISSANCE CENTER

May121t015,1977
[ Thurs. & Fri, 5t010PM
' Sat.,Noonto 9 PM .
Sun., Noon to 6 PM

Admission $3.50; $2.50 with coupon
from your photo dealer.

lChildren under 11 FREE .

I when accompanied by an adult

Sponsored by IPCH& 3 mon.pr. 1 ndust

assccaanen
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the carrier who cares.
Let Ivory Vanlines be your mover. For

over 50 years we’ve been providing
trustworthy nation wide moving service
" for families and businesses. We aiso
move electronic gear, industrial
machines, exhibits and displays.

The John F. Ivory Company have offered
personalized service for 60 years in the
greater Oakland County area. Cests are
a factor. We have experience,
dependability and skills, Calt

873-5000 8035 Woodward Ave, Detroit
or in the Birmingham-Bloomfield area
call Phoenix Moving & Storage 642-4511

IVORY VANLINES
1.CC. MCT-2235

‘AsGeenin Better Homes § Gardens and House Beautiful”

Enjoy your patio more with a
: Howmet Woodgrain
Skylight patio cover.

C18kylights bt in soh Ritered
* DPatio cover finished to look like rich natural
wood--but without the upkeep of wood.
[0 No yearly staining or painting.
a Golden Oak
*complement any architectural style.
CMay be enciosed with screens or glase.
The first patio cover designed for ine homes
. Would you Sike some idess on how 1o besutity your
*patio or back yard?
:We have a beautitul Jull color brochure avaitsbie-
itree, of course. Estimates and planning service
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Savings on the iatest carpet fashion; not old
distress merchandise. That is the verv rea-
son we are 80 excited about this sale.

SAVE 15% fo 30% DURING OUR

Value-15% to 30% off

]

Seleciion

29 distinctie stylings in 500 colors. That's
selection. Not just a few restricted items.
Every major carpet style represented in ov-
ery color made in each group. Gome in ang
look us over during our extravaganza.

A.R. KRAMER CO.

SINCE 1925

15986 MIDDLEBELT (between 5 and 6 Milej LIVONIA
522-5300 -
HOURS: Mon.; Wed., Thurs,, Fri. 'til 9 P.M. Tues. & Sat. 'til 6 P.M.

EXTRAVAGANI. A

Professional ileips

We will offer professional helps in quality
style, performance, and decorating for your
assistance. We take great pride in our
earned reputation. Ask your neighbor.
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