Ice Age scored Detroit area

By W.W. EDGAR

Ever since television saturated the
country with the now famed *Roots™
series that traced the background of
American blacks. other people have
become interested in tracing their

WN roots.

Where did we come from? How did
we get here? And what does our fam-
ily tree show?

The quest for such answers has
been met with varying degrees of suc-
cess,

But it remained for Le Roy Bennett,
a math teacher in the Liovonia
schoals and a trustee of Schoolcraft
cuiege who resides in Plymouth. to
€0 one further,

Not satisfied with the family tree.

he has turned to the question of the
origns of the ground on which we

alk.

A STUDENT OF geology. he has
learned that our present earth surface
dates back 14.000 to 20.000 years
when the great glacier of the ICE
AGE started to recede from this re-
gion.

The receding of the ice mass left
large lakes in the Livonia. Plymouth,
Northville area. “That's why the
ground is so flat betwen here and De-
troit. And one can trace the shore line
in the vicinity of Schooleraft College.
he said.

As he looked at the geological
maps. he explained that the receding
of the glaciers left what is catled gla-
cial fill to a depth of about 300 feet

Jazz studies offered at HFCC

A concentrated four-week jazz stud-
les program will be offered for the
first time this summer by Henry Ford
Community College in Dearborn

Up to 80 full scholarships will be
granted to persons selected to partici-
pate in the program. which offers six
hours of regular college credit

College-age.persons as well as out-
standing high school musicians are eli-
gible to apply for the program by
May 20 according to Dun [ upp. chair-
man of the music department

Five well known jazz musicians
have been selected as a special facul-
ty for the course. which will begin on
July 5 and July 28. The special faculty
is led by Jack Pierson. chairman of
the music department at Fordson
High Schoo! and vice president for
Jazz activities of the Michigan School
Band and Orchestra Association

Pierson said the HFCC summer pro-
gram is unique in that it offers pro-
grams in both vocal and instrumental
jazz.

Several musical groups will be
formed by student participation They

Aene) i

will perform in concert at least twice
in the Detroit area and also on
campus

The instrumental students will
study the jazz ensemble. incluaing
new and traditional materials by such
composers as Basie. Herman. Elliv
and Ferguson. and jazz improvisation.
including application of scales. modes
and intervals to contemporary impro-
visation.

The vocal students will study jaz
choir contemporary arrangements for
such misicians as Anita Kerr, Singers
Unlimited and Swingle Singers. and
Jazz int retation. including vocal
style. movement. and performance
techniques.

Both proups will study jazz history
and jazz theory

The classes will be in session Mon-
day throvgh Friday from 9 am. to 4

m.

High school and college musicians
who wish to apply for the program
must Submit an audition tape per-
formed individually in the contempo-
rary jazz idiom by Mav 20

“That's why you must drill down
about 300 feet to hit bed rock.” Ben-
nett continued.

“In the early days the Plymputh-Li-
vonia district_ was known as part of
the Lake Maumee area. This is how
the naine Maumee is connected with
the area around Toledo.

WE also were part of what was
then known as Warren Lake. and it
was through this area that the Rouge
River cut ils way."

Bennett pointed out that geological
research explains the reasons for
very sandy soil in Livonia and the
large gravel pits in the Eight Mile-
Newburgh Road and Northville areas.

Geologists have found that the gla-
ciers had their beginnings in Wiscon-
sin and that all of the state of Mich-
igan was covered with several thou-
sand feet of ice. With the receding of
the ice the land was covered with
water and silt. the sand and gravel in
sur area

PROOF OF THESE views is the
huge gravel pit in Northville that re-
cently was develped into the Highland
Lakes subdivision. Much the same is
true in Livonia where a strain of
gravel and sand runs diagonally from
the southeast to the northwest.

Digging into his files Bennett found
a map that revealed that the inter-
section of Plymouth Road and Stark
Road was on the shore line of what
was known as Lake Wayne. The area
at the intersection of Plymouth Road
and Newburgh Road was on the shore
of what was LaKe Warren.

“When drainage was to the north
around the Thumb the area between
Newburg and Haggerty Roads crossed
three shores of what the map shows
as Lake Arkona.

“lt is here that the Rouge River
cuts through this ““moraine” which
was the farthest advance of the gla-
cier in the last of four advances.” Ben-
nett pointed out.

A pamphlet of a glacial field trip by
the Geslogical Society of America
taken in 1851, shows how the
Plymouth area was a focal point.

The trip, starting in Detroit. came
out Joy Road and crossed the Rouge
to Middle Belt Road and north to
Plymouth Road. From there the geolo-
gists travelled west on Plymouth
Road for two and one half miles to
the prehistaric Wayne shore which at
one time had a sandy beach of 665
feet. tend.ng north and south along
Stark Road.

They continuad west on Plymouth
Road to the junction of Haggerty
Road and then north one half mile
north of the Haggerty Road junction.

After examining the gravel pit the
trip continued west on Six Mile Road
where it crossed the shoreline of Lake
Maumee at 755 feet. the middle Mau-
mee at 780 feet and the highest Mau-
mee at 800 feet

What does the future hold? Will the
area ever change again’

Bennett replied by oftering a book
entitled ~Waiting for the Morning
Train™ by Bruce Catton in which he
wrote: “First there was ice. two
miles high, hundreds of miles wide
and many centuries deep. It came
down from the darkness at the top of
the world and it hung over the eaves
and our Michigan country lay along
the line of the overhang.

“To be sure ail the ice was gone. It
had melted. they said. 10.000 vears
ago. but they aiso pointed out that
10.000 years amounted to no more
than a mere flick of the second hand
on the geologic time clock.

“lt was recent. This was frontier
where vou could stand in the present
and look into the past. You got an
eerie sense that the world had not yet
been completed. What had been might
be again. There was a hint that. at
times. in the dead of winter when the
wind blew at midnight. that the age of
ice might return. sliding down the
country like a felt eraser over a grade
school blackboard. rubbing out all the
sums and sentences that had been so
carefully written down.”

Thursday, May 12, 1677
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Surprises for the kids!!!

AMFE American:

* Funfor ihe whole family

* 3models available

* Alf models conform 1o ASTM safety standards

+ Complete with safely trame pads

ONE DAY ONLY ausiiries jumpors witldemonstrate.
Saturday, May 14 from 9 A.M. to 7 P.M.
1600 North Woodward, Birmingham

At rear of Gleaner Life Insurance 3uilding
(Sixteen Mile & Woodword)

Equipment

MIDWEST TRAMPOLINE
SALES CO.
557-6551

Save Big Dollars For Family Fitness

THIS SATURDAY ONLY!!

.
SAVE $ $ $ DURING THIS SPECIAL SALE.
All trampolines are sold direct from the fa tory.
Buy 1t oft the truck. NG long warts for delivery.

American Athletic

IZOD MASTERS
THE GOLF JACKET

This can truly be called 2 golf jacket

1zod designed it for complete freedom of
movement Extremely ightweight and
loose fitting with stretch side panels

and hidden ventlated back yoke.
Machine washable nylon in § M, XL
sizes. Bone or navy.

$35.00

FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALE !
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TO BRING YOU COMFORTABLE SITTING

WITH THIS IMPRESSIVE DREXEL COLLECTION l}

IN YOUR CHOICE OF 89 FABRICS!

: CHAIRS, orig. $315-§ :
on SALOErlﬁghissglgk 419 $259 ?

SOFAS, crig. $630-5875 $499

WOODWARD AL SOMERSET MALL > on SALE this week )

1571 ‘»\ix;wh\;vﬂ Ave, Phone 964-2300. Detrant, 48226 l:

Deep seating luxury. An outstanding col-
lection of the newest fabrics, coupled
together with the Drexel famous quality
features, and you'l agree we've raaily got it
all together for the sale of the year! Now's
the time to redo an entire room at substan-
tiaf savings. Offer expires on May 31st, so
hurry in soon!

Use our convenient charge plan
BankAmericard or Mastercharge

Get together...
plan now for your
family outdoor
.color portrait.
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1107 Crooks atMain -@ Royal Oak @ 548-7660)
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