Hills man implicated in art museum heist

While a Farmuugton Hills resident
awaits a June 19 date in Detrokt Re-
corder’s Court for alleged trafficking
in silver work stolen from the Detroit
Institute of Arts, museum officials are
cataloging another 153 recently recov-
ered art objects which were apparent.
ly part of the same hapl.

The easily portable objects, valued
al $400,000, were reportedly handed
over to police by a man who pur-
chased them over a period of time
from a d49-yearold museum handy-
man who was charged and arraigned
Tuesday in the theft.

Art Institute Director Frederick
Cummings said the museumn had no
idea that most of the objects, which
were assumed to be in storage, were
missing.

The suspected thief, Enoch Gaffney,
of Detroit, has worked at the museum
for 14 years. He is free on personal
bond and faces a preliminary hearing
May 26

Gaffriey’s arrest !ollows by a week
the arrest of Norman Goodrnan, 40, 2
Farmington Hills furniture salesman.
by Grosse Pointe police. Goodman is
accused of selling 13 pieces of Ameri-

can antique silverware, reported miss-
ing from’the museumn last year, to W.
Michael Williams, a Grosse Pointe
jeweler in Decenber 1976. Williams
discovered that his purchases was
owned by the museum when he found
them listed in an art book.

At his arraignment, Goodman plead-
ed not guilty of receiving and possess-
ing stolen property and was freed on
$5.000 bond.

.
DESCRIBING GAFFNEY. as “a
trusted staff member.” Cummings
said the handyman regularly moved

works from place to place in the stor-
age area.
The stolen objects were passed

through a middle man. Detroit police

surmise.

Master drawings by Picasso and
Correggio, a group of American coins,
American silverware, small pieces of
French and American art, a watch
and an Indonesian wooden spoon are
among the recovered objects, accord-
ing to Cummings.

The Picasso drawing is valued at
$30.000 while the Indonesian spoon is
worth $150, according to museum offi-
cials.

“They chose small and precious ob-
jects,” said Cummings. “We've been
looking” for this material for years.
It's been on the wanted list.”

Officials are looking for other miss-
ing pieces which include a group of
American silver coins and silverware.
Cummings believes that if another mu-
seum were offered the .objects it
would report their whereabouts to the
Detroit institute and the police.
—ALTHOUGH THE SILVERWARE
set that Goodman is charged with sell-
ing was missing from the museum, of-
ficials didn't formally report the in-

- cident ta police until two months after

haf of the collectiont wad returned.

Museum Security Director Richard
Rubenssmdlhathewasmonsnﬂ
when the items were discovered to
missing but that he understood the !n-
cident was played down because’an in-
vestigation was underway.

Some of the objects have been miss-
ing--since 1972, according to Cum-
mings.

“The first indication that '.hey were
missing was many months ago, but
we had to ascertain that they were sto-
len. When you have 3,000 items in stor-
age. you have to take an inventory to
learn what you have.” he explained.
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Recognized as one of the finest
decorative decoy craftsman in the
country, Larry Hayden (top) puts
the finishing touches on one of his
decoys in his basement workshop,
The Farmington Hills resident
achieved further artistic recogni
tion this year when his gketch of
canvasback ducks (left) wen
the 1977 Michigan Waterfow}
Stamp Desiga contest. The sketch
will be the stamp design for small
game duckhunting license this
year. (Staff photos by Harry
Mauthe)

By LYNN ORR

If you peeked through the piciure
windows of Larry and Marge Hay-
den's home, vou might think the
Farmington Hills couple were raising
ducks in their living room

Why you would be mistaken in that
assumption is that the many ducks
resting on the tables and shelves are
decorative decoys. created by Hay-
den. recognized as one of the nation’s
finest decoy crafismen

Adding a new twist to his interest in
waterfowt, Hayden recently captured
the“top prize in the Michigan Water-
fowl Hunting Stamp design for 1977.

The Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources will be using Hayden's
rendition of canvasback ducks on the
stamp issued on small game duckhunt-
ing_licenses

“This was the first contest for the
stamp,"” says Hayden. who's proud his
design won out over 55 other entries
but “especially is pleased with the
stamp’s purpose.

“The proceeds from selling the li-
censes will be used to purchase wet
or marsh lands throughout the state.”

says.

“And the government will be able
to control the number of birds shot.”

HAYDEN'S INTEREST in water-
fowl started out as a hobby.

“1 never learned to draw ducks
from commerical art. but from carv-
ing decoys.” says the commercial ant-
ist who designs anything from travel
brochures to automobile pamphlets to
earn a living.

He started carving decoys 1213
vears ago to use for hunting and then
became interested in more perfectly
rendered decoys when he began at-
tending shows.

Since he's won 14 consecutive decoy
shows. he’s sat on judges' panels in
wildfow] carving competitions held
throughout the year in five states and
Canada.

In his basement workshop. he
carves the decoys from planks of bass
wood, using penciled patterns. The
body and head are carved separately
and tails are often added.

“You have to do a lot of research.”
says Hayden who keeps an extensive
file on duck species and refers to
stuffed and a few live ducks he keeps
at his house. He also makes frequent
trips to the zoo and works from photo-
graphs to make the decoys as lifelike
as possible.

To achieve the feather effect. Hay-
den uses “a kid's woodburning tool”

'GOP outlines senior rights plan

’Repubhcans are currently

State
gitdmg for action in the fight for sen-

ior citizen rights by pulling together a
series of legisiation designed to help
the eldérly.

Almmgh mast of the package has
yet to teach its final form, it deals
with ways to provide relief from in-
creasing taxes, utility and health
am g. transportation and edu-

cation prévisions are also mcluded in
the package.

Sauon would be‘given an equal op-

under the package, acconding to State
w"t‘fn Wilbur “Sandy" Broth-
erfon (R-Farmington).

*The requivements for senior hous-
ing wowld be put into a law that would
force the Michigan State' Housing De-
vchprnem Authority (MSHDA) to

mﬁotnlim residences,” he

ants MSHDA to. phmri?.s
or

‘While he w:

top pﬁi;yma low-income

g clustérs of houses that would
serve culy low-income families
ages. H -

- ence of the

MSHDA, which presently sets its own
priorities.

Minorities dre expected to oppose
the measure, on the grounds that it
would take away much needed hous-
ing from them, according to Kathy
DeGrow, of the Republican staff of
the Senior Citizen's Program.

A lot of areas don't need the hous-
ing but in some areas the need is
bad,” she said.

“In rural constituencies, low in-
come peuple on welfare or Aid to De-

dant Children (ADC) are not in
:nslng projects like In the urban
areas, Those groups would be traumat-

ups
_ically affected by MSHDA changes,”
she said.

A struggle with over low-

provision oné of its projects for the
year. according to Mrs. DeGrow.

“It's an idea that’s been around for
a long time but the legislature is ad-
verse to it. It's not a popular idea but
it is a problem for seniors." she said.

In the face of mounting concern and
study about the lifestyle of senior resi-
dents, the proposal could overcome its
opposition, she said.

Another tax benem that could be
opened to seniors would be the elimi-
nation of that portion of p
taxes that are used to pay for educa-
tion.

While that would take away some
money from the schools, it could be
accompanied by an attempt to change

income housing also is foreseen by
Brotherton. Groups such as the
NAACP would fight to have in-
tegrated housing built in pre
dominately white neighborhoods,

said.

In other areas of concern for sen-
fors, the package would eliminate so-
‘cial ‘security payments from the
state’s deftnition of household income.

“IT WOULD (!)S'Ilhe state more
My"mmm
on comes at the insist-
mmﬁmAmd.lﬁmfor
MmiPemns which has made
s

on pmpeny tax, according to Broth-

Xn nddmon. Brotherton has sugges-
ted that the property tax of persons
over 85 be frozen for them at the level
it ‘was when they were &. Through
this method, state and local govern-

ments would share'in gwmg tax relief -

to the elderly, he sai

UTILITY COSTS for senors would
be lessened by a program that would
set a price limit on the amount that
could be charged to elderly custom-

ers. -
Called the the, Lifeline Program, it

would set a limit on the amount of
electricity or other utilities that can
be reasonably used by the elderly.

“*You should be able to run a house-
hold adequately on the lifeline
amount,” Mrs. DeGrow said. “The
rest of the payments for the utilities
wouldn't be paid for by other custom-
ers. They would be paid for through
tax revenues.”

Another method of limiting fuel
costs would be implemented through
the existing tax structure. Seniors
would receive tax credits for their
fuel bills and would be issued a rebate
much like an)income tax refund. ac-
cording to Mrs. DeGrow.

“A high percentage of the seniors
would use the tax credit. It would be
easy to do. There would be a few
more administrative problems but it
could be handled in one system along
with the tax forms,” she said.

On the drawing boards for seniors
are programs which would offer an al-
ternative to institutional living for
1semi-disabled seniors. The proj

gram
. would include at-home help and chore

services. .
Dial-A-Ride for seniors, a senjor ad-
visory council for each community

and automatic mailing of absentee bal-:
Iots to seniors are also mcluded in the

package.
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How carving decoys
leads to national fame

‘It's like bringing a piece of nature into the
house. Art freezes nature so you can look atit.”

—Larry Hayden

and burns the feathers into the wood
He then applies acrylics paints and
taxidermist glass eves.

One of his decoys was painted with
iridescent paint so the wood decoy re-
flects light much the way a real
duck’s oily feathers glisten in the sun-
shine

He usually sells the decomn\o
decoys to collectors but lately
found little time to devote to hx:
hobby.

“With four boys around the house.
you don't have much time for hob-
bies,” he says. He's presently coach-
ing the Little League Pinto Dragons
for 7-8 year olds and he watches his
other sons play on alternate mgth

“We just love baseball,” says
Marge Hayden. Bow-and-arrow hunt-
ing is annxher hobby of father Hayden
and his sons.

Son Sean, age 7. seems to be follow-
ing in his father's Tootsteps. At age 3
he created a clay duck at nursery

sehool and enjoys drawing almost as
much as his father. “Sean can identi-
fy all the species.” says Hayden.

All T ever did was draw.” says
Hayden. who entered an apprentice-
ship at an art studio after high school
and has been involved in anwork ever
since,

“One of things 1 like aboul drawing
and painting is that after retirement.
1 can do it to make a living."” he says

Out of 500 limited edition prints of
an acrylic painting “Wood Ducks,”
Hayden has less than 100 to sell and
plans to do other paintings in the fu-
ture.

“It’s like bringing a piece of nature
into the house.” he says of the paint-
ings and decoys “Art freezes nature
5o you can look at it.”

Decoys are one of the few forms of
true American folk art. Havden con-
tends. “The Indians started it by mak-
ing decoys out of straw ™

Subs pave way
to politics

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Future Farmington Hills' council
members. beautification commission
workers or school board trustees can
be found in residents’ own backyards
if they look hard enough.

Subdivision presidents who nag
their neighbors for dues. organize
block-wide garage sales ant try to
spruce up the neighborhood can devel-
op into community activists con-
cerned about taxes. housing devel-
opments and beautification projects.

That's the word from some resi-
dents who have had a taste of sub-
division politics and believe that it
can lead to participation on a city-
wide level

Schoot Board Trustee Mervyn Ross,
Housing Commissioner Ben Marks
and Planning Commissioner Paul
Griglio came up through the sub-
diviston ranks to city politics. County
Commissioner Bob McConnell.
worked his way from the subs to town-
ship supervisor. Farmington Hills®
first mayor and a stint as coun-
cilmember before going to the county
commission.

It did work that way."” said Farm-
ington Hills Beautification Commis-
sion chairwoman Jody Soronen.
“Somehow, they get your name and
you go from one thing to another.”

Mrs. Soronen, who was active in

inside

+ Club Circuit Section F

; Community Calendar 2
= Editorial Opirtions Ha
News Section A
Sports Section C
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Woodbiook Subdivision, went from
beMg active in her immediate neigh-
borhoed to a’participant in the Coun-
cil of Homeowners when she became
concerned about cluster housing in
her area

FROM THERE she joined a coali-
tion against the Pernick Drain and be-
came involved in the Northwestern
Highway dispute

Through her widening interests. she
noticed a ripple effect. as she touched
issues further and further away from
her home base

~When you're a subdivisipn presi-
dent. vou deal with one area. When
the cluster housing thing came on. |
got involved in Muir Cove and Rolling
Uaks. You begin to enlarge your area
of interest.

** I live across the road from West
Bloomfield Township and I go to their
meetings. There's an apartment com-
plex planned for an area in the town-
ship, but it's close to my home, so [
go to meetings there too.

“Your backyard shouldnt be your
total area of interest.” she said.

After becoming involved in issves
that affect Farmington Hills, South-
field. West Bloomfield. Commerce
Township and Livonia. she admits
that she's seriously considered run-
ning for office.

Although Mrs. Soronen has man-

{Continued on Page 11A)

GETTING
RESULTS

Edward Goralewski was happy to re-
port that he sold a bengh saw in the
Observer & Eccentric classified sec-
tion. How could he lose. when more
1han 150.000 homes receive the sec-
fion, twice 3 week?

CRAFTSMAN Bench Saw 107, %
borse mater.

You can sell aimost anything, anytime
with a fast acting want ad in your
hometown newspaper.
DIAL DIRECT
6441070




