‘The faces are familiar, and even if
you haven't seen them in “Vanities™

Cranbrook’s, open air theater is resounding with
Cole Porter's music as St. Dunstan’s readies “Kiss
Me Kate.” In this scene, Petruchio (Fred Wuellner)
rehearses “I've Come to Wive It Wealthlly in

St. D’s staging musical

Cranbrook’s outdoor Greek Theatre
will* be the scene of St. Dunstan
Theatre Guild's spring musical. Cole
Porter's ~Kiss Me Kate.” Show dates
are June 35, and 911 with a 9 pm.
curtain.

Considered by many as Cole Por-
ter's finest work, “Kiss Me Kate" fea-
tures such tunes as “Always True to
You in My Fashion,” “Wunderbar.”
“*Brush Up Your Shakespeare.
“Were- Thine That Special Face.”
~Too_Darn Hot.” “So in Love™ and
many more.

. at Detroit's Fisher Theater. you may
ize Barbara Anderson and
Joyce Boulifant from their many TV
appearances.

But what in the world were they
doing in Orchard Lake, lounging in
wing chairs in the living room of a
summer home? It was a warm, lazy
afternoon, and the view led to the ter-
race and expanse of tranquil blue
lake.

Here they were looking like comfort-
able suburban wives—almost—casu-
ally dressed to enjoy the day and just
back from playing tennis together in
Franklin,

Ever since “Vanities” opened at the
Fisher, Ms. Anderson and Ms. Bouli-
fant had been dreaming of renting a
house for the length of the stay. They
spent twoe weeks at the St. Regis and
had to be escorted to and from the the-
ater, Ms. Anderson said.

THEY WERE UNHAPPY but dis-
couraged about finding an appropriate
house until Ms. Boulifant's sister

Singer.

Jervis B. “Jerry” McMechan cele-
brates his 30th year of acting. produc-
ing and directing for St. Dunstan's. by
directing this show. Barbara Gowans
is musical director, with choreo-
graphy by Cindy Merry. On the pro-
duction staff are Co-Producers Kelly
Gustafsson, Jack Waters and Bill Mar-
tin and Assistant Director Bud Ma-
tych.

Others: Set design. Dave Trevillan:
set construction. Tom and Sue An-
keny: lights, Francis Loud: make-up.
Nancy Millis and Gertrude Thomsen:

Padua” with chorus members (back row, from left)
Ty Secord, Steve Bryant, Ron Mitchell and Al
Rosie; (front row from left) Lew Towler and Lou

Tykie (Mrs. Pierson} Smith of
Bloomfield Hills put them in touch
with her neighbor.

That's how the two women found
themselves an oasis of leisure—in the
neighbor’s summer home—until June
4 when “Vanities" closes at the Fish-

er

““We come back after the show, put
on a fire and relax,” Ms. Anderson
said.

properties, Mary Sue Meyer. and
stage manager. Edgar Guest IIL

Mary Anne Wilson and Fred Wuell-
ner as Kate and Petruchio lead a 40-
person singing and dancing cast
Other principal roles are played by
Sue O'Brien, Dr. Don Schore, Frank-
Iyn Donegan. Kirk Carr, Larry Finn.
Bill Studebaker. Phil Savage. Judy
Cochill, Lew Towler and George Ran-
sford.

Tickets are being handled by Fran
Haves and Lucy Burke. Call 6440527
for ticket information and reserva-

People are surprised when the co-
stars say it's a convenient drive to the
theater, Ms. Boulifant said. It only
takes about a half hour. We're used to
half-hour drives in California.”

MS. ANDERSON has an easy
charm. Her sun-streaked blonde hair
was pulled off her face. and she was
dressed in a red-and-white striped T-
shirt and jeans.

Her features are fresh and striking.
She starred on the first four years of
TV's “Ironsides with Raymond Burr

nons. ithe series ran eight vears) and has
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done lots of episodic TV and movies
for television.

Ms. Boulifant's blonde. curly hair
was tucked under a red bandana and
she wore a Tshirt and shorts. Her
most engaging quality is her voice
that crackles. You've got to call her
perky—even though she's the mother
of a 17-year-oid son and two other chil-
dren, ages 11 and 6

For seven years, Ms. Boulifant por-
trayed Murray's wife on “The Mary
Tyler Moore Show."” which just ended
She did the “Bill Cosby Show.” also
now in re-runs. Other regular TV ap-

‘Vanities’ stars share

Orchard Lake house

most popular The show takes them

through high school, college .and 10
years later when they meet in New
York for a tea party.

~1 always play straight, strong
women,” Ms Anderson said. “This
one is sex-crazed.”

1 usually play wife and mother. .

roles.” said Ms. Bouifant. Yes. her
characters are always sweet. T
played in "Bus Stop’ last year in St.
Louis She was a sweet hooker.”

MS. ANDERSON has not performed
in the theater for at least six years

By ETHEL SIMMONS

pearances are on “Big John. Little
John,” a Saturday morning children's
show, and “The Match Game.™”
During the stay in Orchard Lake.
anyzyzzclydeektetkezceeselydMs
Boulifant’s husband. director:pro-
ducer/writer William Asher has come
to visit, the children have come with
their big brother. and her mother vis-
ited jast week. Ms. Anderson's hus-
band, stockbroker Donald Burnett. 1
expected to come next week

IN “VANITIES,” Ms Anderson por-
trays Mary. whom she describes as
“a funoving, bov<crazy girl who
grows up and is a little wild "

Ms. goulifant is Joanne, whom she
says is "a Goody Two Shoes She
lives in a fantasy world Her only de-
sire in life is to get marned and have
children. Her fantasy came true—n a
bottle

“Joanne and 1 fence through the
whole play.” Ms Anderson said

“Vanities™ is about three women
Carrie Snodgrass portrays
Kathy. who is super-organized and the

friends

Birmingham cast amusing in ‘Seven Year Itch’

By BARBARA MICHALS

It's ope thing to dream of having an
affair. ‘another to actually confront
the reality. This disparity forms the
core of “The Seven Year Itch.” the
Georgt Axelrod comedy currently of-
fered by the very talented Birming-
ham Village Players.
amusing production concludes
this”.feekend with performances
Fridgy’and Saturday evenings at the
Village ‘Playhouse.

ppily married for seven years.
Richdrd Sherman is now approaching
40 and curious to know if he stil has
suffi¢ient appeal to the opposite sex
despite his receding hairtine and ad-

vancing waistline. In the past he’s let
a few opportunities for an affair pass
by. but now Fate presents him with
an overwhelming temptation

While his wife and daughter have
left their New York ap for a

seduce a girl on a piano bench.” pe-
dantically advises a psychiatrist ac-
quaintance. “Always leave yourself a
larger area to work in.”

Richard envisions his wife shooting

Review

summer in the mountains, an attrac-
tive young girl has sublet the apart-
ment upstairs. A chance meeting
leads to a very brief affair. Richard is
left overwhelmed with guilt and more
appreciative of his wife.

him when she learns of his in.
discretion. In his daydreams he also
imagines his wife being seduced by an
old famiy friend, Tom MacKenzie
When Tom actually shows up at Rich-
ard's apartment, he berates him as if
the seduction had been real.

MUCH OF THE play's humor de-
rives from the acting out of Richard's
fantasies. He daydreams of elegantly
seducing the girl on the piano bench.
When he tries it in real life. they both
crash awkwardly to the floor. “Never

Arme Bernstein 15 very convineng
as Richard and imparts warmth and
sympathy lo the character His very
expressive face greatly enhances hus
acting

Lisa Jacobson does a fine job as the
girl. She is sweet and vulnerable. but
Miss Jacobson and director Rosemary
Schneider have wisely avoded the
dizzy blonde stereotype plaved by
Marilyn Monroe in the movie version
of “The Seven Year ltch.”

and described being in “Vanities” as

fun. She also said it's strenuous.
“We'te on stage from 7:30 to 10:30

at night and never leave the stage.

We dress in front of the audience and~

put on makeup.
Ms
nessee. got her start in Los Angeles.
where she now lives. Many popular.
TV series were {irst done as movies.
and she has been in pilots for “Man-
) “Six Million Dollar

“Kojak™™ (entitled
stons” )
Ms Boulifant was born in Virginia
and raised on the East Coast. She
worked on and off-Broadwav before
caming 1o California. where she also
hves in LA
The twe women had not met before
doing “Vanities
~The audience can't wait to get in
for the third act.” Ms Boulifant said.
“They want o see how we've

changed Most peaple have really =

been entertained ~

There are eight shows of “Vanities™
a week with matinces Wednesday and
Saturday

How to send
news items

News releases. photouraphs or other
wtormation can be mailed 1o Fthel
Simmons.  entertamment  editor. at
1225 Bowers. Birminghim 48012, or de
hvered to any otfice of the Observer
& Eecentrio

The entertamnment pages nclude
news and features on theater. movies
ight e, restaurants, travel, musie
ipop. rock. jazz and country +. special
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ENJOY our scrumptious
SUNDAY BUFFET DINNER
served noon to 8 p.m.
$4.55 per person

own_\\ Sv\y\f uf Bloomfield

1801 5. Talegraph, Bloamfield Hills
an Express Caeds Aecepted
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CHINA GATE

RESTAURANT, INC.
4343 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
Pine Loke Mall 851-5540
Excellent Confonese & American Lunches & Dinners
Your Hoss: Kin Ming Chin — Dixon Chin — Ben Chin
026N 100 th1u Thurs. 11D £t 85 aL 111am. Sun 12-11p.m

334-2444

Fall Ford Service Suo-Thor 'lill 1:00 A,

NINLPY

TS15 Mople B 43 Stopbemsen Hwy. « Oppesita Trey ua-J

A
» CHINESE FOOD

« EXOTIC SPIRATS
* CARRY QUTS

« BANQUETS

Fri & Sat 't 2:00 AM.

TOWN CENTER
RESTAURANT

PRUDENTIAL TOWER BUILDING
©BREAKEAST o LUNCH  ® DINNER
COMPLETE MENU INCLUDING
® BROILED FiSH

© BROILED STEAKS:& CHOPS
® SHISH KEBOB * ETC.

COMPLETE GREEK SPECIALTIES
@ MOUSAKA # SPINACH PIE
. © GREEK SALADS ETC.
OPEN DAILY 7 AM. - 10 P.M.
SUNDAY 11 AM.-8:30 PM.. I

ENJOY SUNDAY CHICKEN DINNER
AT THE TROY HILTON INN
* If you enjoy a traditional family style
Chicken-Dinner, it's s close to home as
the Troy Hilton Inn. Every Sunday from
3 p.m. on, feast on the Haymarket's
verslon of your favorite Sunday meal,
with oll the trimmings. There's no need
to trave! for o meal this delidous...it's
yours, every Sunday at the Troy Hilton

" $5.50

PerPerson, Chkdren under 12, hof-peice

oY fTon Rai (313) 383-9000,
MALE AND STPHOGON HVY.STAOY. MICHIGAN 42084

2 wple-Uveat com
binavon of wonderful food
superd service and poytut en
tertanment
Danny Raskin
JewishNews

GREEK

DIANE GREYS

with Singer

319
An adventure in Greek
4616 WOODWARD. ROYAL DAK. MICH.
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Lunch & Dinner served from 11:30a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Sun. 2:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Featuring International Bouzouki Soloist

al
BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

The aord for Yassoo Greek
Vilagz 15 Hurrah'
Richard Findister
Det-oit Free Press

A Grass Village even 10 the
cates f

Chuck Thurslan

Detroit Free Presa

VILLAGE

ANGELOU
nd Ethnic Dancing by SULTANA
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Jood & Entertainment
TBLOCK S.OF 13 MILE

Dinner at ’
Eden Glen
more than a
meal. Expe-
nence one of
our specialty
dishes for the
sheer entertain-
ment of eating.
A rare Beef
Wellington, and
asalad bar

ITSTEMPTING

thats not just a
garden variety
display of
greens. And atter
dinner, stay for
a little night
music and
dancing to the
loe Grande trio.
And an trish
colfee nightéap
perhaps?

.




