Inaugural race a big succesé
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" Board track bicyele racing revived in area

By STEVE KAPLAN

Most of the 900 Spectators probably
didn't know quite what to expect
when the bicycle riders took to the
wooden track last Friday for some-
thing called a Madison in the South-
field Civic Center Arena

Indoor bicycle racing on.a steeply-
banked track. called 2 velodrome.
had its heyday in the 1920s and "30s.
when thousands of fans packed New
York's Madison Square Garden to
watch the races. Since then. interest
in the sport has declined in the United
States. although it remained strong in
Europe.

But now four Detroit-area bike rac-
ing buffs are trying to bring back the
sport. They've constructed a portable
velodrome—the only one of its kind in
the country—and planned a series of
five races at the Civic Center hockey
rink this. summer.

The first race. the Southfield In-
augural. debuted last Friday and. if

the inaugural is any indication, the
program will be successful.

“When you watch these races, you
become consumed 'by them,” said
Dale Hughes of Rochester. Hughes
used to own a bicycle shop, but now
promotes indoor bike racing with part-
ners Bill Jacobson, Dave Staugaard
and Larry Monasterski.

“The fans in Southfield were just
super excited about how things went,”
Hughes said. ““The races generated a
lot of enthusiasm. We had standing
ovations all night.”

\

THE TRACK itselfl accounts for
much of the sport’s excitement. The
125-meter plywood track is steeply
banked—50 degrees on the curves and
20 degrees on the straightaways—so
that a rider must do 12 miles an hour
just to keep from sliding off.

The riders, who train for months to
prepare for a race, use special bicy-
cles with no gears or brakes. The
btkes cant coast like ordindry ones.

There's a direct drive from the pedal
to the wheel similar to a child's tri-
cycle.

There are three .types of com-
petition—sprint, pursuit and the Madi-
son. a two-man relay race, named
after the famous New York arena
where it originated. Madison teams
race 30 miles during a one-hour peri-
od. Relay members change places
while on the go.

Because of the banked track and
the speed involved, spills are common
in indoor bike racing. There were a
couple of spills last Friday, but no one
was seriously injured.

“'Board track racing looks super
dangerous.” Hughes said. “But it
really sn't. The track is made of
wood. and it gives when you fall on it.
The worst that happens is that you
get some floor bumns. If you fall on a
cement (outdoor) track. it just eats
your skin up.”

The brother team of Wolfram and
Chris Meingast, both of Grosse

Board track racers must travel at least 12 miles per hour to avoid sliding off the steeply-banked track.
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John Mugarditchian and Steve Schubeck led the
way in Birmingham Seaholm's -2 baseball vic-
tory over Southfield High last Monday in a South-
eastern Michigan Association game at Southfield.
The loss dropped coach Calvin Fletcher's South-
field club to 29 in the league and 7-10 on the sea-

son.

Schubeck had two hits in four trips to the plate
and drove in three runs, and Mugarditchian went
three for four and knocked in two more runs. Win-
ning pitcher Al Spencer worked 5% innings. allow-

ing six hits, striking out two and walking one.

Southfield’s Jay Clark went two for four and
drove in a run. while teammate Mark Steinberg
had one hit in four at-bats and drove in the other
run. David Wilkinson had two of Southfield's eight
hits. Losing pitcher Glen Curtis. a senior right-
hander, went all the way. giving up -13 hits. fan-

ning one and walking none.

Last Saturday. Southfield split a doubleheader
with non-league Bishop Borgess. Southfield came
back to win the nightcap, 63. after dropping the
first game. 3-2 Southfield’s Jon Vigi was the win-
ning pitcher in the second game. He gave up five
hits. struck out eight and walked three

Southfield plays next on Thursday at Walled
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Lake Central in a predistrict qualifying game at 4
p.m. On Friday, Southfield continues its SMA sea-
son with a 4:15 p.m. home game against Hazel
Park.

ADAMS—LATHRUP

Rochester Adams scored the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning to whip Southfield-
Lathrup. 98. in a 'Metro Suburban Association

- baseball game at Adams

Adams’ Jim (,‘upyles, who had three hits and
drove in four runs, had the big hit, a single to
drive in Brad Watkins with the winning run. Neil
Sitke was the winning pitcher.

Lathrup, which had 15 hits to Adams’ eight. got
a home run and three RBI from Joey Silver.
Teammate Jim Wissing went two for four and
knocked in three runs. Bob Pyles had a double
and a single and two RBI, and Paul Konopacke

had two hits. including a homer, in four trips
Losing pitcher Joe Wissing., now 2. pitched
three innings in relief of starter Andy Coden. who
gave up two earned runs.
Lathrup plays next on Friday at home against
Birmingham Groves The MSA game begins at 4

p.m.
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ONE YEAR TERM
Vote June 13th
INSURE THAT YOUR VOICE LS HEARD
"IN SCHOOL BOARD DECISIONS!
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SUMMER 1977
DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
RECREATION PROGRAM
JUNE 27th through AUGUST 5th

RECREATION PROGRAMS

“DAY CAMP
*GATEWAY CAMP
For Physicatly Handicapped)
*SOCCERA& LACROSSE
.- SPORTS CAMP
. *SOCCER-BOYS & GIRLS
*TENNIS-BOYS & GIRLS
‘ 'LACHOSSE-BOVS
Dr. Rl:h-rd A. Schlegel
HEADMASTER
_Eugene V. Reilly

DIRECTOR
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Eisner
Adult

and
Junior
Tennis
- Camp

Hee is your chance.
whether vou are 2 beginner,
intermediste or  advanced

7, 10 develop your tennis
Lt e ne sepcodsiomol
astionally mgnuec Univer-
sty of Michigan Teanis
Coach Brian Eisner.

Eimer, who bas had suc-
cens in guiding the Michigan
Tenais Team to eight con-
secutive Big Ten titles 2nd 2
thind plsce finish in the na
vion i 1975, wil tm his
auention to your game.

ADULTS ehoos: & meckend,

threedsy doubles, o

s camp with accom:

modaons aaible at The

= aders,

o Arboy ian or Howard
Johnwon's.

JUNIORS may et veck
or two-week camp with hous-
ing on the mvdrm campus of
‘Concordia Colege.

For further information re-

'} anting limited. envotment,

Brian W. Eitner
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NORTHWOOD GOLF

greenbriar

local delery tree

5109

8 x7

*Colonial olive sides
with harmonizing -
forestgreen trim.
*Galvanized perma-
plate steel construc-
“tion for strength and
durability.

10x 7 $139.88
10'x10" $169.88

s | 48 |6y [1.7[1.45]240[3.90
.| 56 |9y |72 250 X 460
s | 72| 1.29]1.98] 289400 5.00
o | 1.00] 1.80[ 240 3.34] 6.3 6.50

* Grade stamped .
* ‘Dry, kept under cover

TOMATO STAKES
¢

BUNCH

4Ft.......... 10 PACK

Hurry In Now!

INSTANT PICNIC TABLE
e

8 Ft. Tavie

*3ges
with hardware !

* Model ondisplay

*Other altwood _ ~
models from $17.88

3000 Par e Dise “Your Golf Connection"

f;,-,;';“‘":,-,‘;'? o Maple Rd. E. of Crooks, Troy
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STOCKADE FENCE

I 6 6x8 section
® Fully assembled 4" picket
e Free local delivery with 6

or more sections
Cedar posts $2.80 Each

PEELED CEDAR POSTS

73" top 3149

ASPHALT
SHINGLES

240ib. Seal Tab

15920

(Y \.:\AVQ © White, Black

and Pastei Colors.

A% 3 Bundles Cover
RPN 100Sq. Ft.
Ask about our low :
delivered prices. Cash & Carry :

Think of us for all yw ulvaim &
dminm gulursm




