Suburbs can pay for, but not control, sew

igan wil.l €0 to other states; said Alex )
ander.

(Kubn also |o||¢hl approval
‘Thureday from the Onmnd County

“ and the
the munm?mm
Clinton-Oakland sewage disposal dis-
tricts, but suffered a mild rebuff when
Republicans loyal to County- Execu-

System serves region

that governmental customers face
wlnkmeyﬁmintmmotmwm

2s manager.
”I‘hemmitphmh

mismanaged
and deteriorating,” said Kuhn. “It's
qnntmg at only S0per cent of capaci-

“lu a series of horror stories:
ir

training" pro-
juﬂ don’t have trai.ued
persons to npcruu the plant. *
“Why tack on $200 million (the
amount estimated to improve the Jef-

* IN DOLLAR terms, it will cost $200
miilion to correct the Déroit plant’s
problems, with the federal govern-
ment providing $150 million and the

- ety and its customers $50 million.

&t stake are sewer pmjem ln
West Blnomﬂeld worth §20 million ($§
million federal sharey ad in Awn
worth m mﬂllnn (%4 million-plus fed-
eral share)

Michael Glussc, executive director
of the Soutbeast Mic Cotincil of
Goveraments (SEMCOG), which hos-
ted the meeting with the EPA's Alex-
ander, said the big question is not sew-
age rates “but the future growth and
economic development of southeast
Michigan.

Delmn!hasuntﬂSept 30 to get its
plant in order. After that, federal

funds destined for sewer work in Mlch<

3 water board reforms talked up

< Several plans are afoot by which
B suhurban customers of Detroit’s

sewer department could
; have a voice in the management and
br::l-aemng pmcedurs they have

and three suburbanites—all appoirited
by Mayor Coleman Young and all re-
movable by him, with no fixed term
of office.

* In such a seiting, the board mem-
bers have the status of administrative
political appointees,

At present, the board is down to
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five members, two suburbanites hav-
ing quit with blasts at the adminis-
tration.

ONE LEGISLATIVE plan for res-
tructuring has been reported out of a
State House of Representatives com-

mittee in Lansing.

‘The work of &.nle Rep. John Ben-
nett (D-Redford), it would set up a
nine-member water board with five
appointed and removable by the
mayor and four appointed by an “as-
sembly of governments™ of suburban
customers.

Such a plan passed the house last
year but died in the senate. Bennett
says it has a better chance this year.

A SECOND plan is being advanced
by Oakland County Drain Commission-
er George Kuhn in the midst of a polit-
ical-court fight over improvements to
Detroit's sewage treatment, plant.

He advocates a “‘Southeastern Mich~
igan Wastewater Treatment Author-
ity. . .controlled by a governing
board repmtmg each’ municipality
on a one-man, one-vote basis. The gov-
erning body of each mumelpamy

1f Bennett is having a hud time gel»
ting his rather modest chang
the legislature, the chances of Kuhn’s
planl)erngpasedm'ef)armoremL

l"lNAu.Y, the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, plodding la-
boriously ‘through a maze of com:
mittees and public meetings, is listing
dozens of different ways .to manage
water quality in the ‘seven<ounty re-
gion. 1

One contender would be “a_two-

tiered arrangement, with SEMCOG ap- .

pointing a regional Water Quality
Board to do regional planning-and
monitoring of waste dispesal and
with local authorities continuing to op-
erate their own systems.

Still another possibility on SEM-
COG’s list would be a single planning
and operating authority. No one is
touting it pohucally. hul the plan not
far far from what Kuhn is advocat-
ing—except for one unpoﬂ.am detail:

Kubn assigns SEMCOG no role.
Pro-SEMCOG people see that organi-
zation as the only one with the strue-
®ure, i and outlook to man-

would appoint its
board.”

age it.

Monday, May 23, l'l7

Asked by West 's

Y s Do-
herty if it wouldn't be the lesser of
two evils to advance the suburb its
sewer funds so that it would cease pol-
luting local lakes, Alexander replied:-

“From an environmental stand-
point, that argument carries a lot of
weight. But from a legal standpoint, it
doesa’t carry much weight. 1 can't
sign off those grants or I'll go to jail,
and I'don't want to ® to fail.”

K\!BN'SAND deri

intervening on the side of the govern-
ment could have other Ieyl lmpllca
'.Wn.! B
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dentists
head state

group

Three Oakland County
dentists have been elect-
ed officers of the 4,400-
member Michigan Den-
tal Association (MDA).

Dr. James R. Lyons of
Lathrup Village is the
new president; Dr.
James V. Barone of
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Included in one monthly payment..
Breakfast and either lunch or supper - every day.
Complete apartment cleaning » once a week
and straightening’ daily. Clean towels, wash
cloths, and bed linens provided. Attended laun-
- dry room. Chauffeur Service on a scheduled_
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“ rooms. Sewing room (with the help of a
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It makes sense...when your "body is in good condlhu
better, look better and enjoy life more. We want ¥
yourself what we already know - the time of y¢
the coridition of your body. So, for just *50,
all our incredible facilities (extra charge for A
_-«avallable) Plus, our staff will dslgn adiet and
Ily Tyou,




