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Music soars in Metropolitan’s “La Boheme’

By MARTIN SCOTT KOSINS

For a single week in May each
year, the dignity that was Detroit’s
Masonic Temple is restored to her

rough a capecity . audience. They

'ome formally dressed and eager to
hear the touring company of The Met-
ropolitan Opera.

This year opening night offered Puc-
cini's masterpiece :"La- Boheme," a
story of struggling artists in Paris in
the early 1900s. Rodolfo, a poet, is in
love with Mimi who is terribly ill and
who dies at the end of the opera

As in most Ttalian operas, the story-
line hangs by a thread. But the music
soars and seldom fails to give full
pleasure to the willing listener.

‘The present production is on loan
from the Lyric Opera of Chicago. At
first notice one was disappbinted that
the Detroit version was minus tenor
Luciano Pavarotti and conductor
James Levine. So it is with touring
‘companies.

ONE DID not miss Pavarotti so
muth after hearing tenor John Alexan-
der in the role of Rodolfo. In appear-
ance, he is perfect for the role—hand-
some and dashing.

J

Toscanini and Beecham. We are used "
to full, lushsounding string sections
and expert balances.

The Met's touring orchestra was
ust average. Often ‘the violins

sounded skimpy and the winds out of

His voice is clear with no strain in
the upper register. Further, his phras-
ing and breath control are admirable,
making the most of Puccini's ever un-
winding melodic lines.

tune.

Yet, basically the production on the

whole was a strong one. Vicente Sardi-
nero was a pleasing Marcello, though

again, much of his singing was “lost"

Many times. however, one could not
hear the lower notes of Alexander's
solo, or ensemble singing. The fault
here lies with conductor Jan Behr and
shows why one does feel the absence
of an Ehrling or Levine on the po-

to the orchestra,

Maralin Niska was excellent as Mar-

cello’s lover Musetta, and chorus and
ensemble work was clean and well
blended.

The staring role of Mimi was sung
by Renatta Scotto and she was spec-
tacular: Constantly on pitch, with a
full rich soprano voice that never
tapers into shrillness, even in the high-
est passages of her part.

HER VOICE is capable of the full
range of dynamic shadings. She was
never covered by the orchestra, yet
her voice was never forced.

In the third act, Mimi sings a fare-
well to her lover, “Donde Lieta
Usci,™ one of Puceini's most haunting
arias. Here Scotto was hypnotic, mod-
ing every line with the deepest feel-
ing.

dium.

Both men are superb accompanists,
placing the vocalist first—even chang-
ing dynamics of the scene to fit a par-
ticular singer’s weak or strong points.

Maestro Behr chose suitable tempi
and followed the singers very well.
But the orchestra was too loud in
many instances, judging from my posi- .
tion in the auditorium. Thus. many
vocal passages were covered

Rag-a-Muffins

Rag-A-Muffin Players wiil present
two children's shows ‘*‘Pinocchio
Strikes It Rich” and “A New Cinde-
rella” on June 4 at 1 and 3 pm., June
5 at 2 pm. at the Stagecrafter Play-
house. 176 Bowers, Clawson.

Admission is $1. For reservations
call Diane Hawkey, 5130364

Rag-A-Muffins are also presenting
the two shows along with a Theatrical
Party on special days in June, for

to do 2 plays

groups stich as Scouts. who would like
to work on their Drama Achievemente|
Awards. Theatrical terms and tech
niques will be taught through au-
dience participation games, skits and
make-up.

Groups will be limited in size and
also scheduled according to their age.
Call Jackie Janney 547-5980 or Pat
Zumhagen 398-5289 for a group reser-
vation.

ORCHESTRALLY we are spoiled
by remrdings of “Boherhe” led by
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In Act One, the ;:Waiting for
Spring™ aria, and again $n the lovers'
duet, Scotto scored not only with her
voice, but with a pert, understated act-
ing style.

=All duets by Scotto and Alexander
achieved a unified team effort. But
the opera was S:ono 's from beginning

fo end.

The sets by Pier. Luigi Pizzi were
simple and effective, reflecting the
dreary ghetto life of the artists

ONE COULD argue with some of
the staging. however. In one seg-
mment, the four principles were set

off too (ar wwzml ‘tne wing op-me
stage. Thus much action was lost vis-
ually, while the voices were mumed
by the curtains.

And the few fiakes of snow, when
snow was called for,.really amoiinted
to no effect at all.

One thought passed throughy my
mind at the end of the evening.-That
the simplicity of Puccini's melodies
are the secret to their great emotiona)
strength.

If modem opera composers would
ponder this, we might really add
some fine music to the opera reper-
toire.

‘Red Beard’ film scheduled

One of the most expensive films
ever made in Japan, “Red Beard" di-
rected by Aira Kurosawa, will be
sHown by Detroit Film Theatre at The
Detroit Institute of Arts auditorium on
Jime 3 at 8 pm. .
Award-win director Kurosawa
**Rashomon, Throne of Blood.””
“Seven Samurai™ tells the story of a
18th® century physician. played by

joins him at work in a slum clinic

Hailed by Time Magazine as "a
masterpiece by one of the world's
great filmmakers,” the 1965 film will
be shown in Japanese with subtitles.~

Tickets at $2 for general admission
and $1.50 for students and senior citi-
zens are available at the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts ticket office

Toshire Mifune. and his
with an ambitious young doctor whe
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< ® Tacos ® Imported
m. ® Enchiladas Mexican
A Northfield Hilton Gift Certificate is both  Tostadas Beers

timely and timeless. Whenever you give, what-
ever the occasion, to please and impress that
special person. . . and you filt in the amount.

® Tamales

Northfietd Hiltondnn ) '
5500 Crooks Rd. 2t 176 — -
Tray, Michigan- 48098 .

1313) 8792100

After dinner,___
stay for a Iiu{e;
glght music g
ancing to the=
Joe Grandﬁr_l'o'
And an lrish-
coffee nighfcap.
perhaps?

Dinner at Eden
Glen...more
than a meal.
Experience one
of our specialty
dishes for the
sheer entértain-
ment of eating.
Like sizzling

: king for [
ine like a king for a mere pittance.
; .
: . We call it SUPERDJNNER. When you dine in Eatsby's Tuesday
- through Saturday, 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., you'll get mree super
! extras-at NO EXTRA CHARGE. Pick lmm our new Soup Bar,

Then try our new Salad Bar. And lncn pick from aboyt a dozen
qoodlu 6r\our new Dcm Take all you like, mnd we're
rais you
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% BROILED STEAKS & CHOPS
® SHISH KEBOS @ ETC.




