County aims its surplus

at $250_,0Q0 more in roads

_The Oakland County Road Commis-
Son will get a $250000 borius this
year.

Usually, the road agency has been
getting a $250,000 appropriation from
the general fund, appropriated by the
elected county board of commission-
ers. * -

But because last winter's weather
damage was so bad, and because the
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sets reception

The Oakland County 300 Club, finan-
cial arm of the Republican Party, will
hold a reception for members and
guests at 5:30 pm. today in the
Bloofftield Hills City Club.

Featured speakers will be Jerry
Roe, executive director of the GOP
state organization. and Thomas De-
cair. assittr. assist Milli-
ken and a former White House staff
member in the Ford administration.

extra $250,000 for roads.

Thus, the road commission wil
have $500,000 in general fund revenues
to work with. Most county road com-
missions in Michigan get along on rev-
enues from Lansing raised by state
gasoline and weight taxes.

THE VOTE on the bonus funding
was 168.

Murphy. a Republican like the board
majority, argued for the road commis-
sion bonus “because it's a one year
item versus a year-after-year-after-
year program.

“You go broke when you have lo
put in more funds next year."" which
would be the case with the sheriff's
special unit, Murphy said.

What roads will be improved must
be decided by the county board’s plan-

ning and building committee rather
than the road commission.

SUPPORTING the bonus grant
were these local commissioners:

Henry Hoot (R-Troy), Paul Kasper
(R-Bloomfield Hills), Robert McCon-
nell (R-Farmington Hills), John McDo-
nald (R-Farmington), Lillian Moffitt
(R-Bloomfield), Joseph Montante (R-

The board resolution making the ap-
propriation noted the Oakland County
chapter of the Michigan Townships As-
sociation asked for the additional road
funding. Township roads are all main-
tained by the county.

The resolution argued that “'the cost
of private and public vehicle repairs.
including repairs to school buses, may
well exceed the cost of unattended
road improvements.”

SBT reforms
get bipartisan
county plug

A resolution_ asking for reforms.in
the state single business tax (SBT)
has been sent to Lansing by the Oak-
land County Board of Commissioners,
which firgt repaired the original word-
ing to give it bipartisan appeal.

The resolution, writted by Commis-
sioners Robert McConnell (R-Farm-
ington Hills) and Robert Gorsline (R-
Milford}, supported “the governor's ef-

The county board, in a 240 vote.
asked the legislature and senate fi-
nance committee lo “give consid-
eration to incentives for growth of
labor-intensive industry in Michigan
similar to the capital acquisition de-
duction for capital intensive. Such
credit could be based on the increased
number of persons employed or other
payroli factors after eliminating the
impact of inflation.”
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aside, to roll the

This is who we are and what we do at General Motors.

“Our customers need to have cars
that are more fuel-efficient.’

Fred Porter, Assistant Staff Engineer, Vehicle Systems Engineering

"I'm responsible for optimizing the fuel economy of a car
targeted for the 1980's. We'e redesigning our cars because our customers
need to have cars that are more fuel-efficient. Right now, we're working
on a family-sized car which will yield better fuel efficiency by approxi-
mately 30% than the car it replaces, without sacrificing passenger comfort.

"The first thing you have to do when you want to optimize the
fuel economy of a car is to examine where the fuel is actually being
used. And what you'll find is that fuel is primarily used to push the air
tires and to move all the compo-
nents, like the fan and so on.

What we have done in

gears and component efficiency, pretty much in that order.

“The problem is that you have to identify the trade-offs that
you're making. A tire that consumes less power, and as a consequence

consumes less fuel, may be very desirable. But it aiso has to ride

properly. The challenge is to make a car efficient and still comfortable.
"There is no reason why an efficient component must always

cost more than an inefficient one. We have to optimize our vehicle

from a fuel usage standpoint without causing the cost of the compo-

nents to drive the price of a car bevond what the general public is

willing to pay.

“It's very satisfying to be able to work on something that's

important to the company and to the world as well. There aren't

many programs that come along in an engineer's lifetime where he

has virtually total freedom to exercise his skills. This is one of those
projects, and it's very exciting.

"Our top management is very responsive to the problems of
society, and theyTe responsive to the employe, too. GM has a very
large commitment to improve the fuel consumption of its cars,
and that commitment should yield technological progress at a very

rapid pace.” General Motors

People building transportation to serve people

this program is to take those
components and analyze
how much fuel is being
used by each one. Primarily,
we have concerned ourselves
with weight reduction, the
engine, aerodynamics, tires,




