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Sisters

Have

New Habits,

New Ways

It hardly merits a second
look these days to see a nun
or two or three-- in a short
habit and slmple headptece.
The sisters of the heavy robes,
and stiffly starched linenare the
rarity now, and it's hard to
remember that‘the change has

been effected in just a few short -

years,

And most of those choosing
the new type of habit can stand
back and vlew it-- In fts role
a5 a small part of a great
change In the Catholic Church--
as an innovation thatbringsboth
more freedom, and more re-
sponsibility.

Sister Mary Martina of Ma-
donna College’s faculty put it
this way:

“You do feel a new freedom
of movement. It’s certainly an
advantage in going up and down
wstajrs,

“But youalso feel restraint--
the need to be careful {n sitting
down and bending over.

“1 think 1t adds to our self-
discipline,”
X . .

SISTER MARTINA, a mem-
ber of the Fellcian order that
established and staffs Madonna,
traced the change o habit In
her order, commenting that
Pprovably the méthod was typical
of most orders,

“It was Vatican H that
gan the move to make the harch
more contemporary, morea
part of these times,” she sald,

“One part of this was to up~

date the garb that had been
- deslgned for the religious of
medteval Hmes,”” -

‘The move found immedlate -

acceptance among Felician sls-
ters on at least one count,

“Our headpleces were
starched and needed a lot of
ironing,” Sister Martina ex-
plained. “The manpover pro-
blem was enormnus."

THE FELICIAT\S’ first move
toward change was in the head-
plece, and the firstexperiments
were done by the community
life committee in October and
November of 1967, .

“We set up some guidelines
by sending out questionnalres
to all nuns In our community,”
sald sister Martina, who headed
the local Fellclans’ commualty
Ufe committee,

“We found there was a
definite desire for change, but
not drastic change,'”

Two new models of head-
pleces evolved, and the one that
found the greatest acceptance
Wwas known as the Livonta model
because it was worked out In
the part of the order in this
area. Instead of a long veil
and faces framed in lots of
starchy linen, -it consists of

PRETTY MUSIC
going to hike the

Livonia presemed to St”. Mary Hosputal st w

4 linen band exposing some of
the hair ang a short vell,

THE: CHAPTER MEETING
last Avgust in Lodi N.J., ap-
proved:a move to continue the
habit change. Sister Martina
was a delegate to the chapter
and head -of the community life
committee there,

“Wesaw the need to adapt
the hablt,” she sald, “modify-
ing 1t with respect to length
and making 1t more becoring
to the headplece,"

Agaln varled feellngs were
Indicated fo questionaires dis-
tributed. Finally three hablts
‘were approved--the traditional
one that had been worn for
many years, a modificatign of
the traditional with less tullness
‘and a contemporary garb. The
length could be ankle, mid-cal!
o just below the knee.

All are now In use, butSister
Martina' noted that the swing
15 more, and more to the con-
temporary habit, cut In a fairly
fitted style and worn efther
with scaplar or sleeveless
bolero 1‘zck'et‘

: "sum—: OF THE senfor sis-
ters'were ‘hesitant about the new
garb at first,’ Sister explained,
“but they are gradually coming
to like it

With the change In style, the
Feliclan’ vow of poverty 1snot

. forgotten,

“We do not'want to waste
material, so we have made ar-

_ Tangements for each sister to

have one new habit by the com-
panles that do this work,” she
sald, “Then we are remaking
our old ones in the new style
for a second habit, The wool
and dacron blended'material is
the same brown color as be-
fore,”
.. on
A LOT OF THE SISTERS
have brushed up-on thetr sew-
ing to work on their habits,
Sister ° Martina noted, and
Madonna will offer a course in
sewing this summer.,
That’s just one of the side
changes of the new garb.
Amother {s a summer serfes
of lectures that will deal with
polse and grooming and femin-
ity.
~“The old habltcovereda mul-
titude,” she added succlnetly,
DR

. NOT CONSIDERED yet--but
certainly not ruled out for-
ever+-is the possibllity of what
Sister - Martina called ‘teivil
clothes,*”

“Thal’s something we might
explore by the next chapter,”
she said, “Right now the feel-
fng 15 that the clothing should
identify the religlous,"”

Walsh represents the newcamers’ organzition
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THE AND SHORT OF 1T Two faculty members and a
student w \atonaa Coilege show the vanation in garb currently being
wom b, gt Sisters Sister Mary Maureen, left. nursing instructor.
wears (ne traduongl habit that was the only one until a couple of years
ago At the o s Sistet Mary Madonna. head of the biology depart-
ment. in the cxntdmpory hatit Sister Mary Joanne, center. 1s a student

. Jfrom South “venies and she wedrs a contemporary version of the light
habit used i warin climates SN 10bserver photo)

Family Sees Difference

It's Just A Symbol,

Bt

(The clothing doesn't make the nun, of course.
But Observer staff member Sue Shaughnessy found
that o new individual emerged when her own sister
simplified the religious gorb she had worn for years,

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

The change In fum’s garb
might be startfing and the most
noticeable, but it's merely an
exterfor symboi,

What follows 1s a purely per-
sonal view of the changes made
by the various religitus orders,

It’s the reaction of one person”
n

2 specific situatfon, R
wouldn't be surprising, how-
ever, if the reaction and exper-
lenices -are shared by others,

CONSIDER that I was just 1

11-years-old when my older
sister packed her bags for the
journey to Monroe and vocation
as a teaching member of the
Sisters, Servants of the Immac-
ulne Heart of Mary (THM) re-
liglous community.

Add almost 19 years and the
ineyitable expansion of a family
with .assorted in-laws and the
next generation ranging lrern
taenagers to bables.

Durlng this time the contact
with the nun-sister have been
mmvely Infrequent and for-

One day during a visit thenun
mehtlons that the. communlty's
habit Is belng changed,

*We have to make our first
new habit or walt for them to
be !iade,” she safd. (I dont
reilly know, but I strongly sus-
pect that my sister and I are

very much aljke.{n our approach
to |sewing, That Is, we don”t
Mke to sew and are not very
2dépt at all),

1 so happens that one sis#
ter-In-law is a very accom-
plished seamstress. (This too
might point ‘up a simitarity,
You aiways mention such tasks
withiln the hearing of people
who are competent),

The inevitable result? You
guessed 1t

My sister-in-law made the
habit. Grandma provided the
babysitting service withthe four
youngsters and the nun com-
muted from Fenton to Livonla
for tittings.

What did 1 do? 1.avolied the
scene of all the activity,

ONE Saturday afternnon, how-
ever, I diil happen to stop for a
vislt, and found the sewing ma-
chine running In high gear,

The kits were playing In the
Hving room as Grandma was in
Florila, wiile the adults were
congregated around the dining
table’ which was covered with
sewlny tools,

In the 1lving room Sotiia sort

“of gawe was In progress and,
not surprisingly, a disagree-

Possibly other families have noted a like change.}

ment erupted over some move
or tactic of one of the players.

The first grader (who was
then being taught by a nwn)
stomped over to the doorway so
that the adults could see her
and started her protest, She
looked overtocheck onthe effect
and discovered that the nun had
removed her vell so that a col-
lar might be fitted.

The protest died in mid-sen-
tence and the youngster fled,

Today she wouldn* look twice
at the sight of her aunt’s hair
showling.

One reason 15 that the aunt is
around much morethan she ever
used to be, The other’is that
there is no blg deal about the
nun’s halr showing, the nun sit-
ting down to eat a megl with the
family or any other perfectly
normal family activity,

That's the reaction to thanew
habit, The formality is gone,
The atmosphere Is Informal
now, but much more natural,

THE CHANGE In the nun’s
habits Is a visible slgn of the

.change wrought by Vatican II,

The change . Is really deeper
than that,

Today nuns are projecting a
more human image, Religious
orders stit] retaln(and probably
should) their emphasls on com-
muntty 1ife.

Ilowever, 1t seems that the
rellgious communitles have fin-
ally begun to realize that there
are many tfferent facets to 2
person’s fife,

People particlrwe In many
ifferent communitles, Tliey
lave a family life, office ac-
Hvitles, church  activities,
soclal ani school aftivitles and
many more,

‘The making room for partici-
pation fn all these varied com-
munitles.is reallytheblg change
In the everylay life of the re-
Tiglous,

Y Offers *Compleat Stratford

“Ye Compleat Stratfor
might be a good waytodescrihe
the package service offered by
the YWCA for one-day trips to
the Canaltan Shakespearean
center thls summer,

June 28; Mollere’s *“Tartuffe’r
on July 19; and “llamlet” on
August 16, All Saturday trips,
departures are at 7 2.m. from
the Downtown YWCA Iutlding,
2230 Witherell, and arrivals

Suxteen month ol Ty Kuh thpek - The package .includes alr- back In Detrolt are sciecnisd
record .player that The Welcome Wagon mfr J t trans-  for 0 p.m, the
K along with o 3500 portation, mattnee theatretick-  same night, The Losl 1s $18

savings bond for purchse of uthur new cquipment wthe ol s mldu;no;wa&m;o:;;n::. and $20,
proposed playroom Sister Brian Maric holds Tracy. and Mrs Sharlen: cn-npamas each groam, Keservations can be made by
Slalpd for this season are calling the YWCA Program Of-
(Ghserer photo by Vince Witck) “Meadure for Measure” on fice -at WO 1.9220, Ext, 65,

[

Voters! last mieting until fall,
Thursday, June 12, at 8:15 p.m,
in the home of Mrs, Winthrop
Sears, 16845 Canterbury.

A program vl be presented
on pesticides by Mrs, Searsand
Mrs, Jay Lively, "

The national wire service that once was
my employer has a special jargon for its
bureau-to-bureau wire conversation. -Origi-
nated in the earlier days of telegraphy, it
puts a premium on brevity and economy of
.words.

So \ve don’t have" comes across the
wires as ‘‘unhave.” “As soon as possible’ i
translated “‘soonest” and * hnw please?” is an
economical way to say ‘“what’¥ going on

-y wdhs

© il v 1, B

there?”
I supposc this

some words in common usage, like

ingo is the source of

“up-

date,”” and I’m sure that anyone who ever
has used it regularly doesn’t ever quite

will be cons‘dered for con-
sensus,

The first isigthether the use
of DDT and thher persistent
pesticides sno‘tgbe restricted
uwntll such time} 33 the sclentitic
question of thel. ptfect on water
aulity has b g, conclusively
resolved, .

The other qu{stion iswhether
other agenciel .and means
besides the Depagtment of Agri-

culture should 1] ‘fncluded In

making final degt

state’ conventl
Mrs. David An
Robert Bennet. |

Any women iri* rested {n at-
tending the leag!

Hearty Sgriﬁg‘ Dish

Let your firs cookout feature
milk-fed spring;Jamb. and zuc-
chinl, Use shouldér lambchops,
browned in a Skillet, over a
barbecus briquet’fire,

Remove £hops,and drain off
the drippings. Cook onfon, gar-

lic and zucel for’a minute
or two in a I serving dish
before adding .«*;} retyrning the
chops and the:sgetable sauce

is from the thought processes.

Anyway, I keep thinking how convenient
this vocabulary would be for busy time rapid-
fire family conversation

‘“Unfind

for sr.hool

UUnupshowed in \vash

gesl underbed check.”

red blouse,”
might message me while fran1

one of the girls
cally dressing

I answer. “Sug-_J

. Or I come in and find the kitchen a

warse mess than it should be.
I message the guilty party, “How
“Homework uptied,” she an-

done,”
please?”
swers.

“‘Dishes un-

One of my favorite messages was sent to
a foreign currespondent who had expressed
his—anpnoyance over some situation with a
statement of grievances that left out any con-

sideration for brevity.

What his bumau boss wired back was

“‘Onkeep shirt."”

What a great family slogan!

—Marggret Miller

Plymouth BPW Hears Of Center

Wayne Dunlap of the human-
itles facultyatSchoolcraftCom-
munity College will speak on
the proposed new SCC cultural
arts center for members of the
Plymouth Business and Profes-

slonal Woman'sClub, meeting at”

6:30 p.m. Monday, June 16, in the
Jacob Room of Hillside Inn.
Members of other BPW

' groups in the Schooleraft area

have been invited -to hear his
talk,
Also on the dinner meeting

program is a silent aucton,
with proceeds going to the Ply<
mouth  Symphony  Orchestra
which Dunlap heads:,

Automobile accidénts in 1968
injured more than 4,400,000
persons on  America’s high-
ways. Driver error, accordlng
to annual statistics, was ree
sponsible for more than 80 per
cent of last year's highway ,
casuzlttes.
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St. Claif Carpet slashes prices
left and ri,q;ht to make this
spectacularevent possible!
A WIDE
SELECTIOM

OF coLors
& TEXTURES

12587 Green 501 Nylon . $65

12x11.10 Black and White Wool Tweed ™ . $64
12x13.5 Gold Nylon Plush . .. $49

" 12x}K2 Green Wool Tweed . $75
105 Martini Acrilan ... . $32
F2xf# Beige Tip Shear Wool $53
12x:% Mushroom Acrilan .

1| Olive Gold Super Kodel ...
Avecado Heavy Wool Plush
12x{743 Gold 501 Nylon Tweed .
43 Rustic 501 Nylon Tweed
i Gold Tweed (Kifchen)
11 Beige 501 Nylon Tweed .

Anme from g oiher

.

leoma Est. 1955

8040 JOY ROAD
n Inkster and Middlebelt

AT{ THEGE PRICES’

- 501 NYLON

10 beautifu) solid

-OOM-SIZE
MNAN'I'S'

wsll instaflation’ A wide select.on of new
on the movl wonied decorator colars All
erly fon o

choice Use ou eavy termyt

WHILE IT

while supplies
last. Some are
limited.

or
KE 8-i210
Open Daily 9-9, Tues. 96
Member Detroit Floor Covering Assoc]

Barwick Heavy .
Plush

ACRILAN

15 beautiful colors
in 12 and 15 foot
widihs.

Nationally
Advertised K

Tip Sheared
KODEL

Seventeen vibrant
colors.

A $10.50
valve

CAN'T COME IN?

Phone GA 7-1400.
Our carpet consult-

ant will call ar
your home with
samples . . . a0

obligation or cost.

OU-JUST*CAN'T GO WRONG!

Loy



