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969 Graduates:
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By HOWARD KOHN

The typlcal student doesn’t
edist,

The only universal thing you
can say about students is that
they resent belng comparedtoa
mythical stereotype,

. Beyond that you risk over-
simplitying them no matter what
you say.

Stil, some students do share
some opinions, After inter-
viewing- more - than 70 North
Farmington' and Farmington
High School graduating senfors,
we drew two general conclus-
lons,
® Most students are dis-
satisfled  with Farmington
schools and with the Farming~
ton area overall because they
thizk no ofe listens to them.
® Most are uncertain about

how they could get administra~

tors, teachers and parents to
lsten.” -

These cohclustons are pto- -

bably pot unique to Farming;
ton's 1969 senlors, Across
the country, high school kids
are saying the same thing, And
they've beed saylng It for
couple years now.

But the urgency I8 Increas-
1ng each year.

Many parents can't under-
stand why, Many baveassumed
that schools are Amerca’s
most  democratic fnstitution
ywhere everyone goes and
everyone comes out’ ready to
make something of himself.

Now the dtudents are saying
the schools dre impersonal, ir-
relevant and undemocratic,

)

WHY? .

“We don’t have the qpportun-
ity to have: our own !deas or
enact our own Ideas In school,”

© answers Wﬂ!l!n Dllrh!m of
NFHS,

“Classes  should | be more
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Singing A Song

Of ‘Student Soul’

Our mass culture is only a few seconds old in the long

expanse of time.

We ore less than 100 years removed from such kribal
customs as forcing children to earn their keep in the /lelds

ond workhouses.

Today we've decreed that all children should march
off 10 school and learn something. And we'vé produced a

social class called “students”.

There is no_historical precedent for universol educa-
tion, There are no oncient norms fo guide this student

class.

And naturally pdrents, teachers and administrators
ofl have different jumbled ideas about what kids should
be learning and how they should be acting. ’

But mass education has taught this student generation
how to think ond question. And thar's what they're do-

ing.

If the world seems confusing 1o you, rv seems even
more confusing 10 them. If you have trouble relating ob-
stroct concepls like justice and democtacy to real-life situ-
ations, they have even more trouble,

Out of an often disconcerting and disillusioning pl
called school emerges each year's graduoting class. Be-

worried about What the teachers
and parents want,” adds Steve
Vagnozzl of NFHS, “Thelr
prioritles are mixed up. First
they should consider the stu-
dents, then the others, Student
dress, curriculum, assembly
speakers, teacher evaluations,
attendance policles and other
rules effect the students most
of all?

Jill Shires of FHS sayspres-
sure from parents Is at fault,
“Parents fudge far too mucl
by appearance alone,'* she ex.
plalns, “Yet they are always
tossing off cliches about ‘Don’t

- judge a book by Its cover’.””
. v

.

ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY
North Farmington senlors say
the isn’t open

lant

cause student. alfitudes are changing fost enough fo be
both exhilerating and scary, each class is noficeably dis-

tinct from its preceding closs.

The Enterprise & Observer has tried to pick out some
of those changes in this profile on the 1969 Farmington

graduates.

relevant totoday’s world,"" says
Jeft Cohen of NFHS. *Certain
teachers avold the controver-

* sial Issues and they are usually

the 'most important ones.

Kevin Blake of NFHS 1s more
specific: “Courses shoulddis-
Quss Vietnam, sex, poverty,
ete . , .in short, involvement

with Ufe.* c .

Almost 9 per cent of the
senlors agree that classroom,
discussions are fnadequate for
understanding either societal
problems or personal pro-
blems, More than 90 per cent

. argue that feachers should be

more concerned with ideas and
1ssues and less concerned with
facts.

And more than 90 per”cent
favor some student control in
evaluating teachers and setting

.-

up courses,

""What sludgnts want should
always be considered strong-
ly,'" points out Jiil Shires of
FHS, ‘“because they feel the
effect of those decisions.””

“Education should be de-
termined by what students want
to learn,” supports Judy Marvin
of FHS, “It's thelr future and
they're golng to have ‘0 worry
about-it,’”

“'We should have some way of
analyzing the teachers,” adds
Jun Erkert of NFHS. “After
all, ifateacher can'tget through
to. kids, he's a lousy teacher. "

. ats

A SMALL minority stili be-
Ueves no change 1s necessary.
#1f anything the school should
be more authoritative,” says
Rich Tochey of FHS, “We are
here to learn and they are here
to'teach us.”

Most students are not willing
to be that passive. Dave Wilson
of NFHS, for instance, {s tred
of a second~class status. *'Stu-
dents should have a great say
in rules and curriculum,” he
“Who lives under the

My dad can vote
therefore has a say In the laws
that effect him, But we have
no say, We doo't even have
basic citizen's rights, We are
nonentities."”

The stwdent movement)in the
colleges began 10° yeafs zgo
against rules of “Yn loco
parentis” (in place of flarents).
Students protested thatcolleges
did not have the right tolmpose
Yules on thelr non-academic
lives. Today few of these rules
are loft at larger publlc wl-
versitles,

. ¥

NOW STUDENTS are raising
the same issue at the high school
level. More than 300 North
Farmington students picketed
this spring against the dress
polictes,

1t is too easy to pass oft

enough. Almost half say they'd

be willing to demonstrate to

focus attention on reform,
Farmington High senfors also

label their administration as
unresponsive. But few favor
demonstrating,

Rosanne Lellto of FHS
explatns: “Demonstrating
doesn't solve problems. Ity
brings more.”

Even though 1960 sentorsare
reluctant to endorse disruption
as a form of free

Jackle Poladlan of NFHS,

“They aren't able to letdown
thelr false fronts,” says Rich
‘Toohey.

"Soclety is too concerned
with competition,’ adds Donna
Bush of FHS,

“Problems would be releved
a great dea) #f people concen-
trated more on spiritual things

rather than matertal, things"
says ltnu:y xm or FHS,

NOR bo THESE senlors ex-
cuse thelr own faults, They dre
willing to criticize themselves,

“Young people are often too
plastic or psewdo,” says Ben
Sucher of NFHS.

““There aren't too many happy
people in my generation,’’ says
J111 Shires.

“Young people try to reach
God  through indirect means
such as love dnd peace,” says
David Smith of FHS,

“We’re often too incon-
siderate and too closeminded,’”
says Nancy Koduskin of NFHS,
“but so are older people,’’

Reasonably - enough , young
people are like old people in
many ways, Most seniors say
they spend most of thelr time
talking about themselves, their

speech, they are nonetheless
frustrated for lack of another
alternative, 5

At FHS some students have
organized ihe Student Power
Assoclation, Disavowlng any
sympathy for “radicalsor com-
munists,” SPA wants instead.
to become the voice foraverage
Kids who have average dis-
agreements. with the admin-
istration, "+ .

SPA 50 far hasn't been very
successful in reconctling the
administration to the student
viewpolnt, Partally because
organizations like SPA are In-
effective, almost 75 per cent
of the sen]ot{th.lnkahlgh school
SDS chépter’can be expected
here soon,

This is probably the best
argument for setting up tri-
partite committees and judic.
faries now before confrontation
moves back to the sidewalk.

And perhaps the best argu-
ment for introducing more con-
temporary discusstons into the
classroom - are the senfors
themselves,

WHEN ASKED what they
Judged to be wrong with soclety,
most replied in terms of sym-
ptoms rather thancauses, Many
polnted to “lawlessness, drugs,
poverty, Vietnam, etc,’ One
boy even summed it up with an
old  middleclass cry: ‘“the
government and the nigger.”

Encouragingly some students
go beyond that to move reflec-
tive thinking.

“Soctety’s biggest problem s
people,” says Dave Wilson,
“People whodon't 1t the system
screw it up. Radicals are bad

for the system. Lazy people
and individualists are bad for
the  system, \Siclety needs

everybody to work, enjoy thelr

with thelr friends
and thefr future rather than
about socletal or political

'’ people also face
some thin F that older peopte
confronted or ac-

often comes up
with my Iriends

truth, wh’dam and. under-
isiandu.g," ‘says Kathy Hahn.
“I feel thatjs the reason drugs

are used so frequently, because
they are fyearching for nner
peace,” - .

“Wegte % about Ufe and our
part (:‘{t ] says Debble Kalich
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of NFHS,

“We wonder about what
makes iife importarit and worth
living,”  adds Dan Neuen-
swander of NFHS,
’ PP

FARMINGTON AREA senlors
are also just as money~
consclous as thelr parents.
Nearly 75 per cent said they'd
spend a free gift of $1 million
on themselves rather than for
altruistic ses,

Still a few have .thefr own
Ideas on how money should be
spent,

)

Do dﬁes discuss what
you thhk they should?
Do ycg:favor more stu-
dent &introl in school?
Would:you demonstrate
for sthnl reforms?

Is yoyr admmlstralmn

open B you?

Cou SDS locate a
chapt¢t in Farmington?
Woul

Far:

'gglon to live?

<2
With \&nom do you gen-
erall; !gree more?

million

spendt‘l

om would You |

NO

YES
4% 8%
93% 7%
35% - 65%
23% %

4% \ 5% .

38% 62%
PARENTS TEACHERS
61%
SELF  OTHERS
2% 39%
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“l'd buy as much wildernegs
as 1 could and leave it alofe
so enimals could live naturally
on 1t,” says Bruce Palmer of
NFHS, i
“I would give it to pobr
people,’” says Jeft Cohen,” but
I would hand It out myself ahd
avold the corruption and In-

“efficlency that is typlcal of the

government's
grams,”

“I would use it to live my
own lfe without interference
from anyone,’” says Tim Matson
of NFHS, .

“I would make sure thy
parents were fihancially setfor
thewrest of their lives,” says
Kathy Vogler of FHS. *Then
Td give the Test to the U,S.
Health and Drug Administration

poverty * pro-

to do research on drugs lke .,

LSD, I am very concerged
what effects. this drug has on
the human bod;

“1 would sent all of it o
Blafra,” says Mat Fllzslmms
of NFHS,

L would pit it into organtz-
tlons that are trying to advance
the world by looking 2head and
no\ loaking back at the past and

ng 1t is bopeless,” says
Rand) Patiord of NFHS,

After Thursday, June 1

$ur Farmington Customer Office will be located in the Down-
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tis plckeling as part ofa 'eeteidh e to complain and tawn Shepping Center 45l 23360 Farmingtén Rood, next fo the Rexall Drug Store. 3
trodlemaking conpiracy. “Society's biggest problem is : e H
. u;w;en : ‘m:h:: mlr‘; money,” Jeff Cohen says. We'l be open fo,fbusiness as usuol at our present address until 5 o'clock Thurs- 3
"t we » . i
2ble to wear wWhat wen wanted, ‘SOMe have s lot, some have a day, and ready to serve 0 in our new location on Fridoy morning, June 13. H
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“am;;‘:; D;:w“smmm many DUID  prefudices,”  says standard light bulbs and oppliance cords, accept small applionces for repair, ond assist
Umes to listen” to our you with other company, business.” ’ .
grievances,” adds Karen White . i
of NFHS. Dress rules, lncl- THE Y 7
dentally, are still enforced. . : :
The controversy on dress FARMINGTON - H a
moved the students closer to ENTERPRISE i | - :
milltancy and further away from dy - ! H
“using channels,” & OBSERVER N | i
“1 feel that the school board Rear entrance off west | v
doesn't see how the school Emory Danicls, Fditor . . B
really Is," explalns Michael | Publisheg every Wednesday side of Shopping Center '
Zahn of NFHS, “They may lock j i ;
at  class and everything is 23360 Farmington Road, glon parking lot P .
rosy, But then they leave and Editorial Office { } ]
things go back to normal, They 6 Farmington Road . ; i
. should teach classes for 2 week Farmington, Mich. e, - . ! 3
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