By TIM RICHARD

The Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG) is struggt
mg with its biggest operaling decision
in the decade it has been in existence.

The question is not whether. but
how. to establish an “Area Water
Quality Body™ as part of a federal
goal to have all bodies of water clean
akd swimmable by 1985,

There are signs the debate may
soon find Detroit and some conserva-
tive suburbs on one side and the re-
gionalist-minded suburbs on the other.

JERRY RAYMOND of Livonia,
Larry Pernick of Southfield and David
Shepherd of Oak Park took the region-
alist view last Friday when the ques-
tion came to SEMCOG's executive
cummittee.
~~They contended SEMCOG should ap-
point the Water Quality Body's govern-
ing board. or at least most of it. and
the WQB should be a kind of appeals
board to air and resolve disputes be-
tween local governments on water
quality questions.

Conrad Mallett of Detroit and
James Lanni of Royal Oak sought a
lesser role for SEMCOG, with Lanni
‘vainly suggesting there be no WQB at
all.
4 Although it's a theoretical possi-
bility. no one in SEMCOG is sugges-
ting that the voluntary planning
agency or whatever water Quality
Body it creates actually get in the
business of building sewers or drains
or inspection systems. Under all plans
SEMCOG is considering. all pollution
control. measures would be left to
local and county agencies and the
Michigan Dep;nmcn\ of Natural Re-
sources.

UNDER FEDERAL guidelines in
Sec. 208 of the 1972 water quality act.
SEMCOG was selected as the regional
planning agency to come up with a
water qualitv management structure.

“There is no requirement in Sec.
208 to establish such a board.” said
Shepherd. SEMCOG chairperson and
mayor of Oak Park. “But we have a
responsibility to come up with a man-
agement system.”

Raymond, SEMCOG parlia-
mentarian and Livonia councilman. ar-
gued for a strong SEMCOG role in the
Water Quality Body. "I know of no
other group that directly represents
so many people as SEMCOG.” he

LARRY PERNICK
Don't duck responsibility

said, adding: “Review {of all pollu-
tion control efforts) and appeals be-
long with the SEMCOG general assem-

bly.

Raymond pleaded with the execu-
tive committee not to repeat “our
asininity” of allowing the South-
eastern Michigan Transportation Au-
thority board control to slip from
SEMCOG's hands. The original act sel-
ting up SEMTA put majority appoint-
ment power in SEMCOG's hands. but
the state last year stripped SEMCOG
of that function and turned it over to
the mayor of Detroit and county
boards.

MALLET DISAGREED with Ray
mond. and his disagreement is signifi-
cant. For besides being a former SEM-
COG chairperson and a current elect-
ed Wayne County commissioner from
Detroit. Mallett is Mayor Young's di-
rector of the Detroit Department of
Transportation. Thus, he was -speak-
ing with Young's voice.

“We said we wanted to be a plan-
ning agency,” said Mallett. arguing
for a management system where SEM-
COG would have little or no appoin-
tive authority.

“Words like ‘monitor’ and ‘impie-
ment” change the nature of SEM-
COG.” Mallett said.

Raymond replied: *'I object to relin-
quishing 1) the power of appointment
and 2) the appeals power. I'm not talk
ing about implementation.

“If there is an allegation of devia-
tion from.the plan by a local body,
that's for us to ‘determine. [ do not
suggest we operate and carry out the
plan. But do not relinquish the author-
ity to appoint!™

Larry Pemnick. an Qakland County

What SEMCOG role
in water quallty body
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‘Be a planning agency'

commissioner and experienced voice
an the SEMCOG executive committee,
said the elected officials who run
SEMCOG are expected to make deci-
sions. “but we don't want to be held
accountable for those decisions. We
cannot go on creating new bodies. 1
am niot convinced that one more inde-
pendent body that will be divorced
from the people affected is the way to

go.
That put Pernick in the camp of

those who want the Water Quality

JBody closely tied to SEMCOG

THE EXECUTIVE committee final-
Iy narrowed its preferred manage-
ment options to three middle<of-the-
road plans, asked staffl to develop
those, and advanced the plan o the
SEMCOG general assembly. where all
final decistons are made by all mem.
ber governments,

The preferred systems are

ePlan C—SEMCOG would make
some WQR appointments. sharing au-
thority with counties. municipalities
and the governor: SEMCOG would
nandle all appeals.

ePlan D—SEMCOG would make
only a few appointments. with local
governments making the others: SEM-
COG would again handle all appeals.

*Plan E—SEMCOG would have
even fewer appointments. and the
state Water Resources Commission
would handle appeals.

Plan F gave SEMCOG no appoint-
ment power and left appeals to the
state. Plan A gave SEMCOG all ap-
pointment power and B half the ap-
pointment power:; botT0 A would set
up the water quality body as a SEM-
COG committee. while B would give
it some operating autonomy
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Ir ... you'll see us in a better light
mmwn} BIRMINGHAM 6560 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE  BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
ROCHESTER 3% MAIN STREET 4T UNIVERSITY

Lighting simplicity and charm...

Williamsburg styled five-light chandelier in the gracious tradition of
yesterday. Fashioned of old brass with clear glass shades. A clean,
graceful design to complement the smartest of interiors. 22 inches
wide. Priced at $97.50
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IMPORTED FROM DENMARK & NORWAY

SAVE $134,000.00

2 DAYS O N LY| Saturday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

ND NEW & DISCONTINUED STOCKED ITEMS

$336,000.00 WORTH OF
INVENTORY ON SALE

OVERFLOWING INTO OUR PARKING LOT! ‘
COMPLETE DINING ROOMS- OCCASIONAL TABLES-WALL
SYSTEMS-STEREO BENCHES-DESKS- LEATHER & UPHOLSTERED SOFAS
& CHAIRS-BEDROOM PIECES

SCANDINAVIAN CRAFTSMANSHIP - UTILIZING TEAK AND ROSEWOOD
ALL NEW AND IN CRATES (for easy handling)
EVERYTHING 40% OFF RETAIL

Lra sc!'l interiors

. Mon., T%urs. & Fri. ;
. ) -9 .
R Spocmlm in saandlnavlan Fumlsh/ngs Tues‘i Wed. & Sat.
5:30 '

m sandlmhn Village; 3325 Orchard Lake Rd. ’
4 mmmmm Rd.

s

Delivery & Assembly Extra

WITH SLIGHTLY DAMAGED
ND ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS;

Sundays 12-5
626-0031 :




