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“editorial opinion
Vo'te"fohr Sanders, Wallace

b Distri
how to in school and

While dealing with finances obviously is critical

in guiding school affairs, we believe a’more imagi-
native and intense interest should be taken in chil-
dren’s education. -
: Therefore, we ‘endorse Peter Sanders for one of
the two seats on the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion. The Wayne State University professor is an
outspoken critic of and expert on reading in the
public school systems throughout the state.

To balance Sanders’ educational expertise, we

1t Richard Wallace to fill the second seat.
Wallace has 26 years experience in municipal fi-
nancing and bonding.

As was demonstrated recently by the Chicago
School District superintendent who held back stu-

dents because: they were unable to read, students
throughout the nation are graduating from school
systems without having learned how to read and
write.

While curriculum input from board members
hasn’t always been welcome by school adminis-
trators, we believe it is essential that an dfif\twm
be elected who will mandate that something be
done about the sorry situation existing in this dis-
trict’s classrooms.

We urge Sanders, when elected, to speak out.
We will be sorely disappointed if he choses to do
otherwise.

Wallace has a realistic outlook on the future of
school financing. He is familiar with the district’s
financial situation because of his many years of
voluntary work within the district. We believe he
will keep a strict eye on how the taxpayers’
money is spent.

By electing these two candidates, the voters
will greatly improve the lot of the school district.

2.5 mills best for schools

The 2.5-mill property tax increase g;]orosal on
Monday’s Farmington School District ballot is fis-
cally sound and educationatly forward-looking.
Voters should cast their ballots in favor of this
proposal.

* Monday’s voters have three options: Yes to a
2.5-mill increase for five years; yes to a 1.75-mill
increase for two years; or no to any tax increase.
- The board of education and school officials have
presented a clear picture of the view ahead: The
2.5mill increase
mdmﬁonal system along with much-needed
building and site improve-

ment pro; ;"the 1.75-mill increase, while cer-
tainly alﬁ:ﬂg for educational improvements,
fails to supply funds for some long-range plan-

ning; failure of both proposals will not threaten
the current educati program i di 3

Critical cg]: are not the issue. School ofﬁ;i;ls
are not posing an ax over programs or screaming
about state cutbacks. They're very simply giving
vmh:sh an opportunity to improve Farmington
schools.

N

VOTERS have approved one millage increase
since 1968—a four-mill increase in April 1975—and

two four-mill renewals in the spring of 1976 and

ill allow for improvements in -

1977. A 2.4-mill increase was tumed down in June
last year.

Currently, the district’s budget is slightly less
than neighboring Southfield’s, although Farm-
ington educates more students than Southfield
with a considerably smaller commercial tax base.
In the same way that inflation and recession af-
fect our household budgets, the school system is
confronted with spiraling fuel costs, more costly
employee insurance premiums, and less aid from
Lansing.

The 2.5-mill increase will give the school board
and officials a long overdue opportunity to under-
take seriously a long-range plan for maintenance
of a $60 million plant. Putting off repairs for lack
of money now will only mean paying a higher
price later. But the schionl board lacks the advan-
tages of Master Charge and BankAmericard: By
, it cannot run in the red.

Vote yes on both proposals. If both proposals
are approved, only the 2.5-mill increase will be
levied. Figure out just how much a 2.5-mill in-
crease will raise your tax bill and weigh that fig-
ure a'gainst an excellent educational system, the
kind that draws people to a community like Farm-
ington—where kids count.

Schoolcraft field good,

but these 4 are standouts

Voters in the Schooleraft College District will
find themselves Monday in a no-lose situation. All
nine candidates for three posts would bring at
least minimal credemials if elected to six-year
terms.

Four ‘stand out.

Incumbent Rosina Raymond deserves re-elec-
tion not so much because we agree with her posi-
tions but because we sometimes disagree. She has
dragged her feet too hard on necessary tuition in-
creases. and has often been too pro-faculty. Yet
those points of view need expression.

There are other considerations. There is only
one other womnan on the eight-member board at a
college where women students and women faculty
members have presented nontraditional problems.

And if Mrs. Raymond will forgive our saying
0, she is one of the few old-timers who remem-
bers the I»Emmm made when the collegﬂ was

ice to his out-of-state alma mater and an en-
thusiasm for the fine arts program one wouldn't
expect to find in an engineer.

As leader of one of the most incredibly success-
ful Republican organizations in the state, Green-
leaf would add a set of political skills of the high-
est order. He, too, is making his second run for
the Schoolcraft board.

For sheer depth of background, it’s hard to beat

G.J. (Jack) Bologna, who has impressed every

rson who has met him and every audience who
heard him.

Raised on Detroit’s east side, he got his first
post-college job in the IRS, where he was as-
signed Mafia tax cases because he speaks Sici-
lian. He is a lawyer; he has been on the U.S. Sen-
ate staff and in the Food Drug Adminis-
tration; he has been in business, and he is now an
ind for medium-

founded. Her historical perspective is val

- A board heavy with educators stands in need of
industrial expertise, particularly as Schoolcraft
(bllege expands physically and enriches its voca-

tional-technical offerings.

* Richard Hayward, making his second bid for
the board, would be the only person there with
knowledge of construction. He has nearly a quar-

ter-century of experience in the structural steel in-
dustry, and as Schoolcraf!
a $10 million construction program, Hayward
pould ask the kinds of questions no other board
member and no other candidate could ask.

A rionpolitical sort, Hayward is a man of moder-
ate views with no axes to grind. He earned his
own degree late in life—like last month—and will
ht’ve empathy with much of Schoolcraft’s clien-
tele. )

Greenleaf, who is in personnel on the

Harry
corporate staff, has a of world
:‘.;cdh would have to help tbe%krlﬂ board. -

't prepares to embark on’

- sized firms. Schoolcraft College would have to

nd a tidy sum to hire someone of his manage-
rial skills, yet he is offering to work as a trustee
for free. We'd best take him up on the offer.

If it’s necessary to be provincial, we would also
point out that Bologna is the only Plymouth-Can-
ton resident in the race, and that two Plymouth-
g::don residents are leaving the Schoolcraft

DON'T FORGET the millage proposal on the
same l_)a]loL Schoolcraft is asking a property tax
llrr;lttatwn of 0.8 mills, and it deserves warm sup-
port. .

In the past, residents of the five elementary
through high school districts—Clarenceviile, Gar-
den City, Livonia, Northville and Plymouth- Can-
ton—have stood by their communities when the fi-
nancial going was tough and when jobs needed to
be done. But folks have forgotten they're part of
the Schoolcraft community, too.

He has a history of ity involvement, serv- ) 1t’s time to vote yes and remedy that neglect.
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A modest, big proposal
for spotting crooks’ cars

The reasons we have seen such a big rise in
metropolitan crime are many. Drugs. Deteriora-
tion of schools. Breakdown of families. Lessened
moral and church sanctions. Ineffective courts
Understaffed police forces. The list can go on and
on.

One set of reasons has largely escaped public
notice—mobility.

Recent studies of crime rates in large cities con-
cluded that, in the old days when people got
around by foot or horse or even by trolley car.
criminals largely stayed in their own neighbor-
hoods and preyed on their neighbors. But with the
coming of the automobile and the expressways.
nearly anyone of a criminal twist of mind can get
nearly anywhere quickly, easily and without being
recognized.

The particular study I read suggested that
crime rates in the siums in the old days were. if
anything, worse than the overall crime rates of
today. The authors wound up by suggesting that
our newly mobile society had simply exported
criminals away from their old haunts and into
new neighborhoods—and the suburbs.

A LOT OF EVIDENCE in this area supports
this theory.

Local police officials. such as South s Po-
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lem with license plates is that theyTre hard to
read. for me at least, except at fairly short range

Qur plates are 12 inches wide. six inches deep: .
the letters and numbers are two and three-ighths _
inches high. and a little over an inch and a half
for the widest ones. And the lines in the letters
and numbers are only three-eighths of an inch
wide.

I have average evesight. I can read license
plates fairly easily at 25 vards, provided the car
is either standing still or going slowly and I'm not
trying to pick it up in a hurry. I'm sure some
people can do better. others worse.

IT MAY BE A simple suggestion. but if one of
the reasons for increased crime is mobility cre-
ated by the ile. and if one ad: ge of
the ile for a criminal is that it's anony-

lice Chief Milton Sackett and Redford Township's
Chief Edwin Gleza, have argued for many vears
that criminals were taking advantage of good
roads to shoot back and forth in the suburbs.

Certainly. the pattern of crime in the suburbs—
the series of bank robberies along Northwestern
Highway in Southfield and Farmington Hills and
the high rate of robberies along Eight Mile
Road—gives justification for this theory.

And police officials in communities along the
route of the I-275 and the new 1-96 (Jeffries) Free-
way in Westland. Plymouth. Canton. Northville.
Redford Township and Livonia—should be plenty
nervous about what's going to happen to the
crime rate when the Big Ditches are fully opened
in November.

THE KEY in this line of reasoning is the au-
tomobile.- It's fast. It's reasonably cheap or easy
to steal. And most important. it's anonymous: you
can't tell, just by looking at a car. whether it's a
strange one in the neighborhood or whether the
people in it are strangers. And it's hard to trace
who owns a strange or suspicious car.

Of ‘course, there are license plates. But the prob-

mous. why not make the license plates easier to.
read?

I'm not an eve doctor. but I'll bet that if they
doubled the height and width of the letters and
numbers on license plates. and especially if they
doubled the thickness of the lines of the letters:
and numbers from threeeighths of an inch to.
three-quarters. people and police would be able to:
read license plates a heckuva lot more easily.

In Europe. the license plates are about double.
the width of ours. with much thicker letters and
numbers. They're easier to read. too.

It might take a while for the automobile in-
dustry and the Michigan secretary of state's of-,
fice to work their ways through a transition peri-
od. but I have a hunch it wouldn't be very expen-
sive. (And while they're at it, they might change
the location of the plates on the bumpers to a posi-
tion where they don't get all covered with mud
when it rains.)

Don't count on it. but I wouldn't be at all sur-
prised if making the plates easier to read
wouldn't at least put a little crimp on the rising
crime rate.

’In C’ville election

Nicholson is impressive

Like most suburban schoo} districts in the De-
troit area, Clarenceville faces a-series of related
problems: no new money to maintain existing pro-
trams, declining student enrollments and the pros-
pect of more school closings.

These aren't easy times for school boards and
administrators.

But Clarenceville residents who will be voting
in next Monday's school board election are
blessed with three excellent candidates campaign-
ing for a two-year term.

‘The opening was created by the announced res-
ignation of Thomas C. Wilson, who will leave the
board this month after 16 years of service.

The three candidates are J. Douald Nicholson,
and Fraok Lozano, who repre-
sent a .variety of backgrounds and skills.
Nicholson is probably the most impressive and
articulate. -

quality education and a dislike for cutting any pro-
grams.

If elected, Lozano would bring a viewpoint
geared to students and for programs related to
their needs. :

Like Nicholson, Lozano would give the board art
other management view, which it may have top
much of now. '

1f voters are looking for a new type of personal
ity and possessor of a different set of skills, Sher-
man, 25, a Livonia police department youth offi
cer, would make an excellent choice to fill Wil
son’s seat. i

Sherman was a student council president in his
senior year at Clarenceville High School and has

to live in the ity since gradu-
ation. ~ .

His background as a officer who deals
primarily with high school would enable
him fo deal with discipline problems and program
adjustments for students.

wmm%mmmmi

ties to work well on the m m'm

Votets must decide ‘which type of viewpoiok

they 'want tn the. board




