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! Lahser girl sets mile record

By JOHN BOZZO

Before the Class A Girls' State
Track and Field Champlonships, Saj-
urday in Bloomfield Hills, Kathy Wil-
son of Lahser had no doubt she would
win the mile run for the third con-
secutive year.

toughest opponent was someone in the
race. It was the clock. <
“She was shooting for under five
minutes,” Lahser coach John Hansen
said. “There’s been a lot of pressure
on her. I've tried to play it down as
opposed to winning. Those individual
records are just icing on the cake.”

.Despite this confidence, she was As a sophomore, Wilson ran a 5:10.0 ”
very nervous before the race. Her to win the state title. Last year she Kathy said, “and whatever happens, ond ran very well. . . SPECIAL GOOD SELECTION OF
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won the race with a 5:06.4. Both times
broke existing state records.

This year there was talk of her be-
coming the first high school girl in
Michigan to run a subfive minute
mile. Kathy said she was also shoot-
ing to break the five-minute barrier.

“1 just had the idea of going out
and doing the very best I can do.”

cord, but he wanted to be sure Kathy
won the race. A strong runner from
Flint Kearsley High School. Carol
Schenck, had Hansen cautious.

“That girl she was running against
was fast,” Hansen said. “I just felt
that in order for a girl to beat Kathy
it would have to be the type of race
where they would follow her around
the whole way and out-sprint her at
the end. Our whole objective was to
get out quick.

~She came around at the 660-yard
mark.” Hansen recalled. “and I
really hollered for her to get going
and get rid of that girl (Schenck). It
was the only way Kathy could break
five minutes, plus she had to get out

EYARD RELAY: Flint Central (Reoee Tumer,
Rotin Fiyn. Naney ¥

MILE RUN: Kathy Witxon (Latser) &:S0.0 (state
record); Carol Schenck (Flint Kearaley) 5:06.0;

a 4:59.8, breaking the state record for
the third consecutive season. Schenck
was second at 5:06.0.

"1 was so nervous,” Kathy said,
“that it's hard for me to remember
much about the race. I can remember
my times being called out to me,
mostly they were slow, and what I
had to do. The gir! who finished sec-

galtg

4] o)
Good’s NURSERY
51235 Ann Arbor Road at Napier Raad
Plymouth @ 453-2126

ALL 4" and 41"

ERANIUMS
L 59(:

the University of Colorado where she
will run indoor and outdoor track and

cross country.

ALTHOUGH HE didn't know how
many team points Lahser had, Han-
sen said the Knights finished tied for
13. Flint Central won the team tropy
with 33 points. Walled Lake Western
was second with 30.

*‘We sure played the bridesmaid in-
stead of the bride in some events.”
Hansen said. “I'm not saying I'm not
happy. but I'd like to run that meet
over again, | just felt we could have
made a better showing. I thought
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