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By LYNN ORR

» Farmington School District's in-
tellectually gifted. program will be
under the gun next year, according to
Trustee Dr. Mervyn Ross.
Although the board of education
voted 51 to implement this summer a
87,000 K9 intellectually gifted pro-
gram, residents and faculty members
expressed concern about the program
al last week’s meeting.
Reacting to the two-hour discussion,

Mooday, June 13, 1977

Ross initiated the motion to approve
program, warning as istrators

'.hat the program would be carefully

watched next year by the community.

Trustee William Gravius cast the
dissenting vote.

“Although 1 am very much in favor
of this program, I do not want to
adopt a program that will eliminate
an ongoing program or eliminate a

from  the program,”Gravius
said.

Farmington, Michigan

LOOSELY BASED on the current
academically able pilot programs in
six elementary schools and -Warner
and East junior highs, the "in-
tellectually gifted program is geared
for students with an 1Q of 132 and
above.

“‘There has been no real standard
criteria for identifying gifted students
and a great deal of difference in the
number of students selected a
schools,”” said Graham Lewds, D\rec-
tor of Special Education Services who

Ralph and Fran Evert discuss their plans to move sue Ilshmg rather than that perfect prlnt. (Staﬁ
to Gaylord. The town’s photographic duowanttopur- photo by Harry Mauthe) .
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ted kids’ program faces o

presented the new program to the
rd.

“The only category addressed was
the intellectually gifted,” Lewis
noted. “Areas of outstanding ability in
the arts, leadership, athletic prowess,
ete., would be subject to another re-
view. These could be adjuncts to the
program at a later date.”

The same criteria, individually-ad-
ministered tests of students referred
by teachers, parents or the students
themselves, would be used in all

school buildings, he said.

An edicational planning and place-
ment committee (EPPC), established
at each school for special education
and learning disability students,
would take on the task of preparing
an individualized plan for each stu-
dent identified as intellectually gifted.

Lewis expects that about two per
cent or 280 Farmington School Dis-
trict students will qualify for the pro-

gram.
Trustee Helen Prutow expressed

lic scrutiny
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concern that school psychologists and
EPPC committees might be over-
tasked in assuming responsibilities for
the program.

“Psychologists often say they are
overworked,” Prutow said.

“Yes, they can do it; and no. they-
are not overworked,” Lewis respond-
ed. “It's up to the committee to make
the demands on the individual per-
sons. Right now we don't have any

(Continued ou page 7A)

.o.as educators split
on flunking students

By LYNN ORR

At least two Farmington school ad-
ministrators believe there are better
options to help students with reading
problems than the choice of a Chicago
school superintendent who decided to
hold back more than half of the dis-
trict’s eighth grade students.

The students had failed to score a
minimum of 6.5 on the Towa Test of
Basic Skills, a test also used in the
Farmington district.

“I don't know how popular that
would be with the community, but 1
can see why he did it,"” says East Jun-
for High Asst. Principal John Sum-
merlee.

‘““There’s a lot of agreement on the
philosophy of holdmg kids back in pub-
lic schools,” he says, adding that
schools in some areas are graduating
functionally illiterate students.

Reading isn’t the only level of aca-
demic achievement, however, Sum-
merlee says. And he believes poor
readers can improve through addition-
2l instruction and other methods.

“Test results sometimes are not a
question of intellect but reading
speed,” he says.

Ralph, Fran pulling up stakes

By LOUISE ORRUTSKY

Fires, ethnic festivals, auto acci-
dents or a beauty contest are surc to
become targets for the camera’s re-
cmdmg eye.

Farmington area event could
hardly be called official if Ralph or
Fran Evert and their cameras were
absent.. Perched precariously on a
chair or walking around the ‘scene in
an effort to capture another slice of
life, the Everts worked their way into
the communities’ hearts as indelibly
and-quietly as light works to etch an
image onto film.

Soon, all of that wl!l change for the

Everts and the two cities they knew
and photographed. The couple has de-
i e(? to leave the area and retire to a
cottage near Gaylord.

Ethnic festivals " will be enjoyed,
beauty queens crowned and life will
continue in Farmington without an

. Evert-originated record of the event.

Ralph, who retired from the photo-
graphic service last year, is looking
forward-to enjoying the boat that's
stood idle in their backyard for seven
years.

. Fran’s anxious to mend the broken
foot she sustained while photograph-
ing the ethnic festival at the Commu-
nity Center. She wants to throw away

Ralls blasts Bill
Gubernatorial hopeful stumps

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Southfield attorney William Ralls is
piloting his cainpaign to replace Wil-
liam Milliken as governor in 1978 by
asserting that idealism and political
know-how can be'used together to
solve the state’s problems.

Speaking ‘before the : Farmington
Democmuc Club recently, Ralls
charged Millken with neglecting to
take a stance on the energy situation.
Problems of aging, changing the meth-

od of school financing and ever in-'

creasing ulitity rate hike demands:are
yet w he resolved, according to the

Ralls 38, the lone Democrat on the

Michigan Public Service Commission | :

signation, says his
‘experience on the utility panel wil
help him -attack: the - state's

. {e lerns mom “vigorously than

" ken.

His 1973 ener, package was vir-

. ually ignored: \?nyul the oil embargo

and Nixon's- dramatization:of the fuel -
shortage, according . to Ralls.-

“Ttie governor of our state is ‘nual

Iya m&uqo governor. He listens-to

what other Jeaders want todo then de-.

: whnthewﬂldoinawale:ed
des + Ralls_gal

versjon
X RESPONDING “T0 e energy
msis of 1979, Millikén evoked ‘unmc
emergency - marsh

der - powers.:
‘ “We wo\xldmve been In a better po- -

Zm!sslmn t0:

if the energy. commission
Do, mmsnlruhherstamp

for Milliken,” he said.

As a member of the Public Service
Commission since 1671, Ralls lists
among his accomplishments a more
equitable system of determining utlity

.rates, He criticizes the failure of the

state to resist the utilities’ repeated
reqilests for raté increases.

“Now energy is rated on a flat per
it basis. We've eliminated the une-
ﬁry incentive to use energy,” said

“But it's been guerilla warfare get-
ting these reforms,” he said. "There

-.is- a Republican nwillingness io

tackle ‘the hard problems of the fu-
ture’ -

-He'claims to be responsible for en-

ding. the ‘practice of charging young

i

her crutches and enjoy snowmobiling
and skating in Gaylord.

IN THE MEANTIME they took
some time .out to refleét on the
changes that they've seen as the town-
ship grew into a -city.

“It was all country and it was beau-
tift said Fran, “It says Farmington
Townshlp on our insurance policy and
now it looks funny. We've watched it
grow around here. Churches and high-
er learning: have come into the area.
We used to be able to see across Elev-
en Mile into Springbrook Subdivision.

“Things change, It's progress. What
can we do about it?" she asked.

‘““Farmington’s growing a little too

customers a deposit before allowmg
them to use the uuhty

CONSUMERS ARE PUT into the po-
sition of picking up the tab for the uiti-
lity company’s mistakes, according to
Rall:

s.

“Edison shouldn't pass on the cost
of the Fermi plant to its consumers,”
he said, referring to the non-oper-
ational nuclear power plant in Mon-
roe. “The company's management
should pay fur its mistakes, not the
consumers."

If the financial burden for mistakes
is taken from the consumer and
1Placed on managment, the utilies wilt
be forced into better corpomle prac-
tices, according to -Ralls.

On other matters, Ralls advocates a

* change in the state's method of financ-
* ing_school programs. -

"“The property tax as a basis for fi-
nancing education is an antiquated
system. It has a continuing role to

play, but it can't be the complete ..

method of financing education,” he
said.

“We have a constitutional and
human committment:to provide educa-
tion to each-child in the state. The
way vie treat the aged and children
says semething about the state,” he

R.ﬂlls has yet to formulate an alter-
native to the property tax as a finan-

ial basis for tHe :schools or a state.
wide program:.for-the elderly.

He commends the countywide pro-
gram which enables elderly shoppers
to receive discounts at, the"discretion
of panlclpatmg stores.

fast for me,” added Ralph, 6. “I
wish it could remain a small town. I
fike it quieter,” he said.

Both remember when a fox could
walk down their subdivision road, and
when constables were required to pull
cows out of the way of 1-96 traffic.

“We had to get those cows off the
road on Sunday aftemoon when
people were coming from' Kensing-
ton,” said Ralph, who was a township

constable.

“It's a job moving cows. You better
believe it. You grab her by the tail
an}id twist it. She'll move, then,” he
said.

IN THOSE DAYS auto accidents
provided some excitement for the po-
lice and residents and Raiph photo-
graphed thém for the police.

“Automobile accidents were the
most exciting things at the time,” he
said. The Everts began taking pic-
tures for the area police in 1944. A col-
lision on Eleven Mile arid.Orchard
Lake resulted in a charge of double
negligent homocide and the police
use 's photo.

Since then lhey‘ve worked for three
owmers of the F: on Enterprise

and eight- editors at the Obsefver as

we!ll as continuing their work for the
ice.

\Vurking for different persons in
newspaper and other assignments’ is
preferred by the Everts.

“When .you work for many people
it’s better. It's bad business'to have
all your eggs in one basket,” explain-
ed Fran

‘“Never go out into a boat without a

life preserver,” added her husband of

37 years.

Some of their asslgnments have
been more pleasant than others. Fran
rates taking pictues of Kelly Curly for
the police during the murder case sev-
eral years ago as her most distasteful

“But even there, you're ‘doing a
service to the commumity. You're help-
ing the police,” she explains.

gﬂn'.sDREN ARE are her lavonte
sul

“The} re so natural and unassu.m
ing,” she said as she sat in her me-
dium:sized kitchen. )

Architecture and machinery rank as
her husband’s favorite subjects.

“1 like gelting everything lined up
and squared off when I'm taking a pic-
ture of a machine. Anda building
doesn't eomplaln about how lt looks ai-

rward he explained.
mplaints from ' ndu!t suh}ects
abaut their 1ooks have long been an.oc-
cupational hazard to- Ralph,
started his p}mtognzphic mueer by tak-
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THERE ARE numerous reasons not
to hold students back, Summerlee
says, including built-in defeat that stu-
dents suffer.

“It's a real failure for students to
lose 2 year of school, and it is very un-
popular with parents. And there are
often psycho-motor skills and other
problems involved that indicates a
child isn't la

Farmington employs many methods
for dealing with reading problems, in-
cluding Bucket Brigade, a volunteer
parent tutorial program recently ex-
tended to sixth grade; senior high
basic skills class that includes an in-
tensive reading program; and refer-
rals to other agencies such as Oak-
land Community College which has an
individualized reading program.

“Tenth grade students reading on a
third grade level can be brought up to
a point where they can compete,”
Summerlee says. Holding students
back fails to tdke all the variables
into account, he suggests.

Supt. Lewis Schulman doesn't be

lieve in social promotion but doesn’t
see the value of holding students back

based on a singleitem test score.

“The trap is that if you hold the
kids back, the assumption is that you
can play catch up, and that's not
always the case,” Schulman explains.

“Hblding kids back doesn't always
mean improvement—the evidence
isn't there to support it. When kids
need help it's up to us to help them,
but I am loathe to adopt a rule that
has a test score which varies among
students.”

Schulman contends the Farmington
School District is not beset with read-
ing problems compared to other dis-
tricts in the state. On cccasion, stu-
dents are held back. but Schulman
prefers other methods.

“We have 14 remedial reading teach-
ers at the elementary level and full-
time support at the secondary level,”
he says. “'The assumption is that they
will beef up the readers who may be
behind.”

And help in the early grades is cru-
cial, according to Schulman, which is
why he is anxious to expand the read-
ing specialist staff if the millage vote
provides the funds.

Cuiprit, is captured

This ind}

it peacock starred last week in the Farmington Ob.

gnan!
server when the staff tursed to our readers for some help in identi.
fying him. Five letters and 15 phone calls later, it looked like the
cities knew a peacock when they saw one. For a fook at our feather-
ed mystery gtiest at home, turn w Page 3A. (Staff photo by Barry
Mauthe)
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LIBERTY AND JUST[CE FOR *

Lynn Orr presenls a thought-
provoking argument on human <) -
rights in this week's Hors
d'oeuvres. Penp]e should re-
spect each person's differences
as much as they honor the sim-
ilarities, . argues Ms. Orr. That
attitude should include a per-
son’s sexual preference as well
as race and creed. To pursue
the argument, turn to Page 8A.
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