By LORAINE McCLISH

The Farmington Area Commission
on Aging has scheduled its first public
meetings as open forums.

Persons from Farmington can voice
their opinions on what direction the
new commission should take at 7
p.m., Thursday in Farmington City
Hall, Grand River and Liberty.

The forum will be repeated for
Hills' residents at 7 p.m. Friday in
Farmington Hills City Hall on the
southwest comer of Eleven Mile and
Orchard Lake.

Both are expected to run until about

10 pm.
“Don’t make us guess what you
want us to do. Tell us what you want
us to do." said Nancy Bates, chair-
man of the seven-member bady.

“Seniors, especially, must tell us

their needs, wants and desires, but we
want everyone there who works or
lives or has anything at ail to do with
the aging,” she said.

WITH MRS. BATES at thw forums
will be Johs Keeler. affiliated with
Catholic Social Services and the Area
Agency on Aging; Loretta Conway,
coordinator of senior citizen services
in Farmington Area Recreation Com-
mission; Sister Clare Nicholai, min-
ister to the aging from Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church; John A.
Stewart, from American Association
of Retired Persons; and Joan Crane.
a recent graduate in gerantology from
Madonna College.

The Rev. Meredith Moshauer. who
has announced his sabbatical leave
from Nardin Park United Methodist
Church. will be replaced.

‘The commission is not an action

agency. but a study group. The mem-
bers are charged with gathering infor-
mation and sending it on to the city
councils with suggestions for imple-
menting new services and programs.

The overall goal of the commission
is the establishment of community
awareness and attitudes which pro-
mote and protect the rights of oider
adults by providing the opportunity to
live independently, with dignity and to
receive recognition for their contribu-
tions to the past and present.

This goal will be carried out by iden-
tifying needs in transportation. a sen-
jor center, housing, health services,
legal services. recreation, education.
tax assistance, ‘“‘or any other con-
cerns they might have,” Mrs. Bates
said.

AFTER THAT point the commis-
sion. Mrs. Bates said. will be “acting

as advocate for older adults by repre-
senting their interest at the public and
private levels.”

By developing resources and refer-
ral sources for the elderly, “we will
be able to reach that one individual
who is hurting or has some kind of un-
usual personal problem,” she said.
“We just want to meet these un-met
needs.”

The new commission, she said,
“wants to hear from anybody who
feels they've got anything to say.
When we get the problems tined up.
we're prepared to spend all summer
doing our homework so we have some
solutions to hand over to the councils
in the fall.”

Mrs. Bates organized the first semi-
nar for older Farmington area resi-
dents through ber work and member-

Holly Ann Schmidt is ready
to vie for ‘Miss Michigan’

By LORAINE McCLISH

Eighteen-year-old Heolly Ann
Schmidt is in the final throes of get-
ting ready to represent Farmington in
Muskegon during the week of June 20,
when she will vie for the title of Miss
Michigan.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Her-
bert Schmidt, 34358 Lakehurt, took the
title of Miss Farmington during the
Founders Day Festival activities ak
most a year ago. and she’s been ac-
tively working towards the next com-
petition ever since

“I couldn have done it without my
mother or my sister. Connie. [ don't
think I'd be as ready as I am if it
weren't for them.” she said.

Lorraine Schmidt drove her daugh-
ter to piano.lessons all through the
winter. This was important. she said.
because talent scores make up 50 per
cent of the contestant’s overall tally

The contribution from her older sis-
ter was. she said. “Super taste, She
somehow knows just exactly what to
wear and where to wear it.”

Her sister also had a hand in pick-
ing out her music for the competition.
She will play “Flying Leaves,” by
Carl KollingShe describes the music
as “very light, airy. graceful, good
for the stage. We thought the Beetho-
ven [ did at the Miss Farmington Pag-
eant was maybe a little heavy.”

A LOT OF TIME was spent choos-
ing her wardrobe for the week

Monday, June 13, 1977

“I'm not going to get up there and
then start complaining that 1 don'
have a thing to wear. 1 think that with
all the clothes I've gotten together.
for meals, rehersals. interviews. plus
hair dryers. hair rollers. cameras.
jewelry and a dozen pair of shoes. it
will fill one whole car.

“if I'm one of the finalists. there
will be more appearances to make.
and I'm ready for that. too.”

She will wear the same swim suit
she wore in the Miss Farmington Pag-
eant, a modest one piece V-neck

She will perform her talent in a
two-piece white long gown, with blou-
san top trimmed with rhinestones.
Her evening gown. chosen for her on-
stage interview. will be pink chiffon.

The costume that has given her the
most trouble is the one all the con-
testants must put together for them
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‘1 would encourage all girls to get into a
pageant. Whatever you put into it, you'll get
more out of it. Just by being in it, you've
already done more than the girl who didn't.’

—Holly Ann Schmidt

selves in an introductory presentation
to the judges, based on a circus
theme

Hers will be that of a tight-rope
walker: A sequinned leotard with high
collar. flowing cape and plummed

at.

The problem here is how to keep
the hat on while she is dancing. but
she is sure that will be solved. some-
how, before showtime.

An accompanying problem is that
Miss Farmington is not a professional
dancer. “I've never had a dance les-
k life. but I'm planning to

learn fast.”

HER SELF CONFIDENCE runs
steadily throughout her conversation.
and whmn this was commented upon,
she said, “Self-confidence is a must,
and it is certainly one of the first ben-
efits that comes for any girl who
enters a contest. You learn quickly
that you can't erouch or crawl on
stage.

I would encourage all girls to get
into a pageant. Whatever you put into
it. vou'll get more out of it. Just by
being in it. you've already done more
than the girl who didnt.

The North Farmington High School
senior followed this up by telling of
other girls she had watched on stage
whose legs were shaking.

It might not have been noticable to
the audience, but I'm sure the judges
see it

~Or sometimes vour lips will start
quivering just because its just not nat-
ural to smile for two hours: Straight
All those things have to be worked
out.”

Exercises are important to har
daily routine now. Susan Reed. a for-
mer Miss Farmington and now execu-
tive director of the 197778 pageant.
warned that the pace is a fast one.
and the contestants need all the iim
bering up they can get. just to keep
up with the heavy schedule set for
them in Muskegon.

ship with the University Hills Chris-
tian Center several years ago.

The lesson of that session was that
seniors wanted more opportunity for
creative, rather than passive. activi-
ty. and from this stemmed the Gather-
ing Place. housed in Farmington's
American Legion building on Grand
River

The format of that first seminar has
since been duplicated by cities and
towns. churches, synagogues and
other groups throughout the state

She re-emphasized the importance
the commission attaches to the
forums: “If you ask us what we are
going to do about transportation. for
example. my answer to vou is going
to be. I don't know what we're going
to do about anything until you teli me
what you want.”

NANCY BATES

HOLLY ANN SCHMIDT

McFee clan gathers
for ‘surprise’ reunion

A Farmington woman and her
mother were united after seven vears
al a family reunion June 12

The nine children of Norma McFee
Worral. of 22114 Cora, have been deco-
rating her home throughout the
spring. then arranged to bring her
mother. Neva McFee Alwald from
Garden Grove, Calif. for the surprise
reunion. Mrs Alwald and her husband
Carl. will remain here for a month,
guests of Mrs. Worrall's daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Klet-
nier. 23690 Springbrook, Farmington

Her other eight children and their
familics at the reunion are Joan
Swift, Jack Worrall. Judy Hurst, Jill
Cooley. Jere Pierce. Joey Worrall,
Jove Small and Jefi Worrali.

The Worralls have lived in Farm-
wngton for 25 vears. where Mrs. Wor-
rall 15 employed at Wash Hut Laun-
dromat  She is Mrs. Alwald's only
daughter

Atrs Worrall has 17 grandchildren.
who joined with other friends and rela-
twes at the reunion
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attend our informal showing
of the Ciao Fall Coliection of wool

knits and Ultrasuedes

by beautiful new colorations ranging
from muted neutrals to winter

brights. Sizes 4 to 16.

We invite you to

Wednesday, June 15 - 10 A.M.to 5 P.M.
.acollection of soft, easy one piece dresses,

jacket dresses and pantsuits spotlighted




