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editorial opinion

. CIIOfS d’OCUVIe(S by Lynn Orr
+% Gay rights test society

1 guess we can cultivate oranges to
a uniform standard and even charge
higher prices for the cream of the
crop—Sunkist prints its name on
each little beauty for selective buyers.

But I don't think we can. or much
less want to. breed humans in the
same manner. It had seemed that
we'd finally retired Victorian thinking
to history and had learned to accept
individuals on their merits alone And
although 1 certainly never thought the
1970s would historically be remem-
bered for wide social movement.
never suspected this decade would see
i pernicious upswing in blatant bi-
getry

One can only hope—and work to pre-
vent—Save Our Children. Inc.. Anita
Bryant's organization aimed at repeal-
ng pay rights laws, from causing
more damage in this country.

The majority of Florida Dade Coun-
tv voters approved discrimination—
thus time discrimination against homo-
sexuals. While employers and land-
lords in the county now have the abili-
1y to practice discrimination. homose-
\uals are without the legal right to
fight back

DISCRIMINATION is what Anita
Bryant’s campaign is alt about. and
<he’s pledged to carry her word to the
rest of the nation. Consequently. the
v movement s [rwrced o take its
warn in the spotlight. an arena that
fpw homosexuals welcome.

. Mlthough blacks and other minority
droups have suffered with derogatory
:labels like vinferior.” the Orange
‘Queen has successfully managed to
ag such labels as “sick” and ~God-
less” on a divergent group of people
whose sexual preference is not the
norm.

For homosexuals to fight this kind
of smear campaign. thev must face

millions of uninformed Americans
who find it easy to fear someone for
being different. People feel threatened
by something they can't understand.
and heterosexual men. sometimes
seem to be particularly repulsed
often citing advances they've received
from gays. 1. too. am repulsed by ad-
vances I've received from men who
won't take ne for an answer: but [
haven't declared war on the hetero
sexual male population. There are
lemons in any bunch. something you'd
think Ms. Bryant might understand.

The whole question of whether sex-
ual orientation is a sound basis for dis-
crimination has no place in our so-
ciety. Human beings seem incapable
of living without prejudice: and when
this prejudice becomes a part of the
legislative process, such that one
group of people is allowed to deny an-
other their rights. it is undeniably a
gross violation of the democratic prac-
ess.

And how do Ms. Bryant and her fol-
lm\c s intend to determine who
? Can a Jandlord refuse to rent an
apartment to two single people of the
same sex on the suspicion that they
might be homnsexual?

1f homosexuality must be proved to
allow discrimination. it would seem
that only overtly gay homosexuals
could possibly suffer discrimination
Others will remain closeted and sulfer
the problems of outward conformity.

Most middie<lass persons probably
don't want to be bothered with the
whole thing. but Save Our Children
Inc . has made it impossible to avoid
taking a stand. We have 1o get both-
ered now. As long as Ms. Bryant has
forced the drawing of battle lines
we'll have to lake sides—either for
the rights of all human beings or for

[tom our readers

discrimination. The choice is that
simple.

While. in the past. we may have pre-
ferred adopting a pattern of toler-
ance. we can no longer sit on the
fence We don't have to embrace a ho-
mosexual life style. but we do have to
decide whether a segment of society
can be forced to suffer discrimination
in employment. housing and most
areas of living beeause they don't fol-
low the norm in their private lives

1. for one. welcome the chance to
see Americans come to terms with ho-
mosexuality I'm convinced the major-
wy of people will refuse to swallow
anachronistic lectures of bigotry
which are couched in religuous terms
Tt wasn'Uso long ago that religious fig-
ures were called on 1o support the
claim that blacks were inferior. And
there's nothng unusual i using the
Bible for vour own purposes. Other
warts of the world are still doing it

Legal rights for homosexuals have
been a long time in coming. Our repre-
sentatives in Washington and Lansing
will be forced to take a stand.

Conservauves and  liberals  alke.
however. can easily unile o oppose
government mtervention i the pri-
vate lives of cilizens—citizens who
are ot impinging on the rights of
athers What two consenting adults do
1 thewr own business. unless it mter-
feres with the mehts of others,

Personally. 1 have a craving to go
home and squecze a femon tonight [
haven't had fresh lemonade i a long
ume. but I'm sure if soameone wanted
o think so. squeezing lemons could be
considered perverse What's one
man’s poison, different strokes. ete

Maybe Anita should start worrying
about why her wndustry dyes lemons
bright vellow. They don't grow that
way vou know—they're kind of pale
green

. Banking laws are defended

Editor:

This writer is disturbed at the edito-
rial by Henry M. Hogan in reference
to bank laws in the June 2 edition.

First, I must say that for the son of
an attorney he should be the first to
recognize laws must be observed by
.all. T am under the impression he is
+perhaps a stockholder. I am a stock-
holder in Michigan National Bank.
* However, 1 am certain that no firm,
including this newspaper, is solely out
for the benefit of the public.

‘Therefore, a business is run for prof-
it for the benefit of the various princi-
pals and stockholders. 1 think Mich-
igan National Bank is spread out
enough and shouldn't be permitted to
take over any more small banks and
¢liminate competition as well as being
allowed to go into other -cities.

There is.no one who is more famil-
iar with the operation of that bank

than this writer since I was employed
there and know that the only time
they have ever done any good is when
they were able to obtain publicity.

They have never been or acted in
the interest of the employees, who
have been responsible for their
growth. In fact, after you have been
with them for a period of years, they
seem to do everything within their
power to force you to leave or they
claim your position has been abolish-
ed.

IT WAS a known fact that the chair-
man, Stanford C. Stoddard, once
made a remark that no gray-haired in-
dividual would remain with the bank.

I have seen them violate many bank-
ing laws, and they are continuing the
so-called satelite banks under the com-
plete control of the parent Michigan
National Bank where the operating

She comments on rural life

Editor:
This 's in reply to Louise Okrutsky's
drticle ~Where are the cows?"

'l think she has correctly diagnosed .

her own problem—a big city up-
Bringing. 1 have lived in Farmington
Township. now Farmington Hills, my
entire life. And although 1 am only
vears old. | feel well-qualified in
4pcakmu for the older membcrs of the
‘community.

+1 have watched my precious memo-
tes plowed under and ! have heard
the light chater of birds mixed with
ustling leaves turn into a diesel en-
ine roar. [ dont look forward to an
dsphalt. jungle of Thompson-Brown
'monslrosilies surrounding me.

‘Sadly Ms. Okrutsky will never be
:able to empathize. for she hasn't lived
dn an old dirt road by a deserted
farm. with pheasants and deer run-
_‘nmg wild. She wont understand the

we finally relax after the Farm-
Coumry Art Fair, we'd like to
the time to thank Loraine
*McClish for her help. The fair was no-
sticeably better attended than last
due to a variety of improve-
ments. Your-good attention and cpv-
'erage was one of those improvements.
*" ‘Thanks for the interest you showed
-and the inviting way you passed it on
+in your articles. We hope you'll also
-pass a word of thaky to Harry Mauthe
for his pictures.

U of M Artisis sod Galld

“hangers on” until she becomes at-
tached in a similar way to a rural
communitv like this one was. and stil}
s.

It isn't a sin to want to preserve or
prolong something and paving doesn't
always mean progress. In fact. as pav-
ing increases so do animal deaths and
speedingz. We have all seen it happen

Granted. dirt roads cause a few
problems, but 1 would rather travel
on a gravel road in snow and I would
rather live on a quiet dark street than
a well-lit expanse of hot black asphalt
doubling as a testing ground for sub-
division's fatest “hot” car or bike.

And as for walking at night. very
few people do that anymore. Most are
content to listen to their guard dog
pacing around pulling at his chain.
chasing shadows in the night.

ROBIN BRACK
Farmington Hils

READERS’
FORUM

Lefters_fnust‘be original copies
and contain the signature and ad-
dress of the sender.

Limit letters to 300 words.

rules are formulated and bookkeeping
and other functions are united.

1 realize that your newspaper has in
some way been buying up small news-
papers like the Observer. and you can
argue that it benefitted the public by
a Jarger staff and more news cov-
erage. However, I realize a news.
paper is different than banking, and
say we need small community banks
since they are closer to the pulse of
the neighborhood they serve and do a
better job.

I think the attorney general and
banking commissioner should be com-
mended on their action. 1 don't think
Michigan National Bank should be per-
mitted to violate the law any more
than any other individual or business
firm. [ trust you realize that bank em-
ployees in this state are grossly under-
paid for the responsibilities they per-
form. and banks have more officers
than we have in government.

1 must add this rebuttal statement
about free checking. This isn't true
since you must keep a balance of $99
at all times. About the statement on
Saturday banking, I'm sure it's not es-
sential with late hours and short work
weeks. I'm certain Mr. Hogan doesn't
work Saturday and none of the bank
officers do.

GEORGE K. KIRK,
SOUTHFIELD

Citizens can Win

Mastering label language

Recently we reveiwed what must le-
gally appear on the labels of ali food
items in our supermarkets. And we ex-
plained how to read those labels.

Now we are ready to begin figuring
out what all of this informatien on
cans and packages means. For in-
creasingly. our ability to insure 2 nu-
tritious diet for our families and our-
selves depends on our mastering a
whole new labe! vocabulary

QUESTION: Like most kids, my
child often wants what he sees adver-
tised on TV. Lately, he's been bugging
me to buy him the breqd with the red,
vellow and blue balloons on the pack-
age. I've refused because I've always
heard thal most of these popular
white breads are nutritionally empty.
Is there any way 1 can tell from read-
ing the label whether a particular
brand of bread has any health value?

ANSWER: Absolutely. First check
the label to determine whether the

grain the flour was milled from was

“whole grain." For ecxample. the
label would say “whole wheal™ or

“whole rye.’

All grains start out as whole grains.
meaning they still contgin the bran,
the germ and the endosperm. Flour
made from such graie retains all of
the nutrients from the original grain
in tacl.

In addition to being the most nutri-
tious flour for baking bread. whole
grain flour also provides ffber or
roughage for vour diet. an important
aid to your digestive process that the
other flours we are about to review do
rot supply.

If a bread isn't baked from whole-
grain flour. the label may read “un-
bleached flour.™ This means the flour
has had the bran removed. which con-
tains many minerals and B vitamins.
and the germ removed. The germ iy
the most nutritious part of the grain.

being rich in protein. minerals. vita-
min E and certain important fatty
acids.

[f the label on the loaf of bread says
“bleached flour.” that’s simply anoth-
er way of telling vou that vou are
about 1o buy some junk foad For the
bleaching process chemically sterlizes
the flour. which leaves you nuthing
but a carbohydrate with virtually noth-
ing nutritional Sometimes the label
will say “flour™ or “wheat flour =
These are simply other terms for
“bleached flour.”™ sn dan‘t be muslead,

Finally. vou will encounter the term
“enriched”™ on some bread packages
This indicates that the manufacturer
has artificially repiaced some of the
nutrients eliminated from the flour by
the bleaching process However. en-
riched flour seldom reaches the high
nutritional levels of the onmnal
whole-grain flour from which 1t was
processed

A grandson and the future

An open letter to Menachem Begin.

Dear Mr. Begin

By the lime this letter reaches you.
my husband and 1 will be in Isract to
celebrate the birth of our grandson.
Arik. who is just idays-old teday

Arik is-an eigth generation Jerusale-
mite. His parents. Alex and our daugh:
ter Elaine. are very proud of that dis-
unetion.

We are like any brand new. first-
time grandparents—excited. exuber-
ant and anxius Lo sce this unique
human beng that is part of us all

You surely do not remember a briel
mterview vou wranted to me and my
husband Jack about three vears ago
The Yom Kippur War was still fresh
in everyone's mind. Israel was reeling
from a w; of terrorist attacks.
Shmona and Maalot were the
names in the news and little children
and their teachers were the victims of
recent terror. You agonized
over the incidents and railed
the Palestinians who called
themselves “guerillas.”

“Theyre not guerillas.  ou said
-~They murder women ana nildren. I
was @ pueriila and 6nughl man to man
with my enemies.

SINCE YOUR party’s victory in the
recent elections, you have also heard
the sting of criticism that you were a
terrorist and that you represent some-
thing less than mainstream thinking
in your country

Yet. Mr. Begin.

I clearly recal

your passionate outburst against
naked brutality and for compassion
for all people. | believe thal even-
handedness is one of your coals de-
spite the hard fine you have espoused
in the past

This letter is not written to exhort
you to compromise vour beliefs in any
way but to wish you every strength in
health and in wise decision-making.

It is ironic that you and my parents
were born and raised in Poland. They
left for America before the outbreak
of World War 1l. more than a decade
before vou left for Eretz to fight for a
Jewish land. Though you chose to go
different ways. the choice was made
for similar reasons: No matter how
many generations of family bved in
Poland, if they were Jewish they were
second-class citizens and clearly un-
wanted in this century.

At times it 15 difficult for my father
to understand how his granddaughter
could choose to leave the country that
welcomed her grandparents to go
stead o a faraway land where living
is a struggle and enemies pose an
ever- present danger. »

“HER FATHER and | have accept-
ed her decision. one that could have
been foreseen even before she met
Alex during a year of study. Elaine is
happiest in Israel, she is most fulfilled
in Israel and for her it is home.

Our new little mother understands
that Arik will leave her for military
service in just a few short vears and

Shirlee
Iden

writes.

that he will be part of Israel's mili-
ary for almost 40 vears after that.

s no mystery  Alex was on the
Golan when the Yom Kippur War
began  He watched many of his com-
rades dic. and was wounded himsell
His father fought in other israeli

wars. And Elaine hersell was n Je-
rusalem when war came. donated
blaod. carried sandbags and  ago-

nized when lsraclis fed the enaircled
ptian third army

Alex and Flaine are commutted 1o
therr land and to Jerusalem as were
six generations of hi forbears. And
that is as t should be

So. Mr. Begin. [ may not get {o see
vou on this visit ta {sracl because vou
are overburdened wnh grave dear
stons over forming o government

There's no need to ask vou to act
wisely and do your best. As long as
young people ke Alex and Elane re-
main committed 1o lsrael there s
hope for our people

And you gain new strength cach day
when little ones like Arik are burn.
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