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Program fills

Sixty-three year old Dolly Herren
kriocks on the door of the modest row
hause at North Hill Farms. She is
greeted by a frail 92-yearold woman
with snow white hair and an alumi-
num cane. Mrs. Herren envelopes the
tity lady in a hearty hug.

‘As Catherine Joyce pulls away from
Mrs. Herren’s embrace, she asks in a
booming voice. “How do I look now
that I've stopped drinking?" Both
women burst out laughing.

At the Detroit Baptist Children's
home in another part of town, Carrie
Karfonta, 69. sits at a dining room
table with two retarded teen-age boys,
helping them build a color fu! struc-
ture with blocks.
© 1 came upstairs yesterday and I
found two of the boys who don't get
along well folding up bedspreads to-
gether and [ thought, ‘Isnt that
nice!"™ Mrs. Karfonta remarks

“I thought about that last night
when I was lying in bed and the tears
just started to come to my eyes. You
know, you just learn to love all these
boys so.”" she says

MRS. HERREN and Mrs. Karfonta
care for the {rail elderly and children
with spectal needs through two differ-
ent volunteer efforts—the senior com-
panion program and the foster grand-
parent program.

Local projects of both programs are
sponsored by Catholic Social Services
of Oakland County , ACTION. the fed-
eral volunteer service agency. admin-
isters the prografs .on a national
basis. in addition to VISTA (Volun-
teers in Service to Americal. RSVP
(Retired Senior Volunteer Program).
University Year for Action and the
Peace Co:

The 1i-yearold foster grandparent

%;grnm MISIE 14,157 -volunteers.
re are 49 foster grandparents in
Oakland County. The two-year-old sen-
ior companion program lists 1,914 vol-
unteers serving nation-wide. Forty sen-
ior companions serve in Oakland and
Livingston counties. .
Eligiblity requirements for squior
ions and foster
are the same. Volunteers must be at
least 60 and in reasonably good
health. They must not exceed income
guidelines. Income criteria differ
from state to state. In Michigan, the
yearly income limit is $3.090 for
single persons and $4,135 for couples.

Compensstion for serving is also
identical. Volunteers receive a non-
taxable stipend of $1.60 per hour for
20 hours of service each week. They
also receive a transportation allow-
ance and a daily onthe-job meal
when possible.

At this point, the programs take sep-
arate paths. Senior companions pro-
vide attention"to older people, while
foster grandparents offer individual
care to children. Foster grandparents
serve in institutional settings and sen-
ior companions usually visit clients in
their own homes.

Often these visits enable elderly
clients to maintain an i life

.
ample. :

Mrs. Herren, for example, is a logic-
al senior companion for Catherine
Joyce.

“MRS. JOYCE. That's my baby.
She's a dear,” beams Mrs. Herren.

Mrs. Herren's 92-year-old friend has
a vibrant personality equaling that of
her ebullient senior companion. Mrs.
Joyce's only problem is that “I'm just
wearing out.”

Mrs. Herren takes her client to
church and to see her son, who is con-
fined to a convalescent home, thereby
saving Mrs. Joyce a 7 taxi fare
which she cannot afford. But most of
the time, the women just enjoy one an-
other's tompany.

“Old people are worse- than_any-
body for gossip;”* Mrs. Joyce confides.

“I am a mouthy one,” her senior
companion admits.

“Aren’t we both!" Mrs. Joyce re-
plies.

Through the daily visits and fre-
quent phone calls, the women have be-
come close friends. Mrs. Joyce calls
her friend “my guardian angel. |
never knew how nice it was to have
somebody come and see you. Wher-
ever she goes, she brings sunshine
with her."

rather than live in a nursing home or
other institution for the aging.

Preston Murray. project director
for both programs, says it's easier to
describe what senior companions
don’t do rather than what they do.

“They don't go into any situations
as a chore-service worker, they dont
displace a paid worker and they don't
perform duties or roles of a medical
nature.”

What they do is best shown by ex-
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Senior 0 are as-
signed to group settings. At the Grove-

lhBEkhi

crest Convalescent Center, most of
the 57 residents are gathered in the
bright multi-purpose room playing
bingo. Six bluesmocked senlor com-
paniens are helping the players locate
B2 or G4 on their cards,

FOSTER ORANDPARENTS serve
at seven host settings in the Pontia ¢
area, Including day cure centers, a
juvenile dotention center, shelter
homen for neglocted and abused chil-
dren and tumes for the mentally re-
tarded

Mary Teague Is the manager of the
Antloch Dy Care Center where 60
children and nine foster grandparents
gather every dany

“It's marvelous!” Mra. Teague
says. “Wo have leachers and young
adults who work here but there's noth-
ing tike grannies. Hall the kids here
don't have much of a home life. The
grandparents give them a great dea!
of love."

The grandparents are enthusiastic
about the program and the outside ac-
tivities that go along with it. Last sum-
mer the entire group went on an over-
night trip to Toronto. Ontario.
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Georgia Fillipin, 66, clasps her - |

hands together as she recalls the ad-
venture. "It was the beautifulest thing
that ever happeneed. Oh, it was so
sweet!”
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Pre-schoal through First Grade
Mother-Toddler Program

Fall Applications Now Being Accepted

k\

PURCHASERS OF JEWELRY, GOLD
PRECIOUS STONES AND PLATINUM
FROM PRIVATE OWNERS, BANKS

AND ESTATES -

GREENSTONE’S

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 313-871-5732 |[:
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{F YOUR CHILD
MIGHT BE GIFTED?

PROBLE

IS EASILY FRUSTRATED BY FAILURE
© EXPECTS A GREAT DEAL FROM SELF
® UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE TO OTHERS
1S INTERESTED IN MANY THINGS
® IS AWARE OF BEING DIFFERENT
@ UNDERSTANDS ADVANCED IDEAS
@ HAS KEEN SENSE OF HUMOR
® HAS A LARGE VOCABULARY
@ LEARNS LANGUAGE EARLY

Bloomflakd Hils

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED

® GENERATES ORIGINAL & UNIQUE SOLUTIONS TO)
MS
@ UNDERSTANDS THE CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS

ROEPER CITY & COUNTRY SCHOOL
FOR THE GIFTED-AGES 3-18

\ CALL KATE HYDER AT 642-1300
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ANNUAL JUNE FUR SALE
SAVE UP TO 50%

FABULOUS VALUES ON ONE OF A KIND, FEW OF A KIND
COATS, STOLES, CAPES & JACKETS.

And John Thawley has a collection of
snazzy suits, sportswear and accessonies
with tempered panache to let Dad enjor

what e likes best on Father« Oay

Whenever you're ready
160 South Woodward
Birmingham, Michigan 48011
313/647-7111
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We carry a complete line of Medicine
Cabinets-Decorator Faucets-Vanities
and many other beautiful accent
pieces for the home.

For lighting of any type-you won't
find a larger more;complete selection
anywhere. Table lamps-Chandeliers-
Wall & ‘Floor lamps-Ceiling fixtures-
Porch lights-Post lights.s. .
We'd love to have you come in and
browse. .

ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING
NORTHLAND ONLY:

. 1. Natural *Black Cross mink boa.
2. Natural Grey Rabbit jacket...
3. Natural white curly Lamb jacket.
4. Color added *Ranch Mink cape with Natural Blue Fox collar:.
5. Black dyed Persian Lamb coat with Natural Mink collar .
6. Natural *Autumn Haze Mink stole
7. Natural *EMBA Autumn Haze Mink jacke!
8. Natural * Lunaraine Mink jacket
9. Natwal Lynx cat& leather coat, size 10, length 32" ...
10. Natural * Azurene Mink stroller coat, size 18, length 32
11. Natural Tourmaline Mink full length c'c'l'?..llQ 19..
12. Color-added *Brown Shadow Mirik siroller cowl, $ize 10
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