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Flying is his life

By- JOE MARTUCCI

Bob Cey's instructions were difficult
to hear over the din of the 125 horsb-
power engme He advised the passen-
ger, seated in front of him. to strap
on his seat belt and not to touch the
throttle or brakes.

Cey adjusted his goggles, taxied the
plane inlo position and let out the
throttle until the plane lurched into.
the air. A few moments later. Cey
and his nger were 600 feet above
the Oakland-Orion airport.

A smile crossed Cey's face as the
wind rushed past the plane. He was
having the time of his life. In the dis-
tance. the sun glinted on the Pontiac
Silverdome. The Renaissance Center
was shrouded in haze_

Cey. a Bloomfield Hills resident,
has been flying since he was 13} and
has been making a living at it for the
past 15 years. But the plane he piloted
Friday represents a life-long ambi-
tion

It's a 1929 Great Lakes biplane and
there are only two others of its kind
still intact in thg country. One of
them is in a museum.

It showed.up in a small advertise-
ment. 1 had always wanted one. I just
never knew there was one around.”
he explained

Cey and his partner in ABC Flight
Service Inc. Mahlon Benson. pur-
chased the biplane last week for ““just
uoder $30.000." The trip back from
Florida. where the plane was bought.
required six legs. The biplane can
only be landed at small airstrips.
since it has no radio and cannot be
cleared for landing.

“WHEN YOU fly one of these home
from somewhere, you really get to
see the country. When we left Ohio
for the last leg. 30 farmers came out
to watch it take off.” Cey said.

Despite the lack of a radio and so-

* phisticated navigation equipment. Cey

said he didnt have any trouble guid-
ing the opencockpit biplane back
from Florida.

“You navigate by compass heading,
railroad tracks. expressways and just
visually.” N

The vintage biplane won't be mak-
*ing anymore long distance trips. how-
ever. because Cey plans to use it for
precision aerobatics and in air shows.

“This is something ['ve wanted to
do all my life. I figure I was born
maybe 20 years too late. A lot of the
fan and nostalgia has gone out of fly-
mg Back in the 30s and 40s you could

Susie

youean getguality

80 barnstorming and land in fields.”

The plane was modifed for air show
flying by one 'of its previous owners.
Except for needing a little touch up
paint, it's in mint condition and, ac-
cording to Cey,is built like a tank.

“I'm the fi'th or sixth owner. These
planes were tuilt in Cleveland i the
late "20s and early ‘30s and then the
company went out of business.

~They produced about 400 planes
About 30 of them are in pieces all
over the country. At this- point. only.
two are still flying.”

TRACING THE biplane’s history,
Cey said it was used in two flight
schools in California from 1930-1941. It
then sat in a bam until 1956, when it
was purchased and restored to origi-
nal condition by a senior captain for
American Airlines.

The captain, Don Taylor. modified

‘it for air show flying.

“The engines are almost not avail-
able, but most ‘of the parts are still
quite plentiful. You've got to fiddle
with it daily. We have a mechanic.
but I do most of the daytoday kinds
of things.”

In order to perform in air shows.
Cey will have to be certifed by the
Federal Aviation Administration. Cey
did some limited aerobatic flying
about 10 years ago. Now that he's got
“‘one of the top five air show planes in
the country.” he can hardly wait to
get back into it.

“There are about 25 great air show
pilots in the country. Most of them do
it as a second thing. You can do well
enough financially ‘o at least support
your hobby.”

After taking 1520 hours of instruc-
tions. Cey will have to fly for the FAA
in order to be certifed for air shows.
For the first season or two. he'll be re-
stricted to flying 200-500 (eet.

CEY IS A purist. He doesnt even
seem to mind the arduous task of
twirling the propeller in order to start
the engine.

“People just don't realize what it's
like. We came home 1,000 or 1200
miles (from Florida) with no naviga-
tion equipment and no radio. It was
just like they did.it in the old days.”

Despite the inherent thrill of an
open-air cockpit. the thought of pilot-
ing a plane that was in use shortly
after Charles Lindbergh's historic
trans-Atlantic flight would be enough
to frighten most people
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food at reaxonable prices”

i p.m.-10 p.m
Almond Chicken Special
served w/Fried Rice, & Shrimp Egg Roll
includes tca or coffee.

93
Reg. $3.75 only~ 2

only
33439 W. 8 Mile Rd.. just west of F‘nrmlngton Rd. 477-0836

Goggles and cap firmly in place, Bob Cey pilots his vamage bipl-
-ane after takeoff from Qakiand Orion Airport. The biplane, one of
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only three of its kind still in existence, cost $900 when built in
(Stalf photos by Stephen Cantrell)

1929,

ENTERTAINMENT GU

O T

1E TOWN

EL CAMINO

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM-12 Midnight
Sun. 1 PM-10PM
Elegant Mexican Guisine
Carry Out Service available
336035 Plymouth Rd.

{west of Farmington)

261-2370

Finast Chinese & American Restaursnt with carry-out service
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NEW YORK STRIP STEAK, Potato & Salad.
VEALPARMEGIANA Si

Abave includes Bread Basket
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ULOUS BANJO PALS’

BUSINESSM!N‘S”LIJNCNEON . !OUNYIFUI. SALAD BAR

COCKTAIL HOURS MON. -FRI. 3-8 P.M.

/DALE YEE’S CHOW MEII}

. OPEN Now Serving o,
| rkmsrrs COCKTAILS
Noow0p.n POLY NESIAN DRINKS
hnms MDY -THBRST1am 1o mm
bg ’ 1 a.m.to Midnight
\ :JNDAV and HOLIDAYS hoon to |0n m =
J\_, Q 31180 FIVE MILE  wow sERvine
i LIVONIA  522-1030  COXTAIS

RESTAURANT AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE

DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS 2,25
Private Room Available For Parties or Meetings
Call for information

ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
Tor Lo listening and deing ploasure’

LADIES NITES COCKTAIL

Wed. & Thurs. HOURS
Reduced Prices 3:00-6:00
9P.M.-2AM. Reduced Prices .

@he Leather Bottle fxm,

Wed.-Sun.

Eddy Ray'’

Every Tues. RON CODEN
BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHES TUES.-SAT.

— COCKTAI
28937 W. WARREN GARDEN CITY 522- 2420 CLOSED MONDAY

THE Sherwom Inn

King Crab Legs Special
ALL YOU CAN EAT

8 1 050 Monday-Friday

Now Entertaining
LOVIN' YOU

festurl
pECKY PEMBEATON
Reservations 36071 Plymouth Road
Sgeted acrogs from the Ford Plant
93771458 Banquet Facilities—Weddings 261-5500
prn—eme— K

YES,WE WILL BE OPEN
FATHER'S DAY, JUNE 19

SUNDAY BRUNCH -

. Served11103
SUNDAY DINNER.
- til6pm .

. Wewill boclosed Sundays
starting June 26 for the sumnfer.

Enjoy a cocktail

Opcn for luneh Monday, but din-:
nor not served Mondsy evenings.
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VE MILE ROAD -EAST OF FARMINGTON RD. -425-85%0
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27910 W. 7 Mile, LIVONIA

(Betwsen Middlabel! and Inkster) M

531-4960

29420 GRAND RIVER, Farmington Hills
74

Kosher Products Onty
We Cook Our Own Corned Bes!
DAILY SPECIALS
BAR-B-QUED SPARE RIRS
win FranchFries. soup & salad
LY. STAIP STEAK
_piincholcect
HALP ROAS
° Yoin Dremin

* RLOIN DX
Dot poreo, soup & st

€0, $0u0 8 vaind
‘CHICKEN

ﬁ .85 to$4.90
Homy Made Desseris @ Mile High
Maringue Pie ® Banana Cream Pigs ®
Canolies, Eclairs, Cream Pulls
Breakfast Sarvad at any Tim:

' Size Waflies, Grand River Store On/)
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AUMOND CNICKIN ﬂOlSTEI CON"ONESE .
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FREE YOGIIRT

Cam-lnnndnkbr & tree yogurt "
sample. This wesk's special Bavor
m;'b"ry You don't have 1o Buy

. Open Delly 't1 11P.M.

Join us at poolside every Friday

m

5 until 8

WEDNESDAY s

JUST LIKE POETS DAV ONLY FIVE DAYS
LATE

every'hmg under the sun’

Fun, Food, Friends & Cocktails ...

JOWN LODOE TS,
snummu: MICHIGAN 48034
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All You Can Eat!
SPECIAL MON. -TUES.-WED.

Sun. Noon 'Til 4 p.m.
d st your Table
Children Cost Less
Order any item and switch to another.
COLPON 600D P 70 4 PEOPLE
‘SHRIMP, FROG LECS, SCALLOPS, RIBS, RAM, CHICKEN, ETC,
Dimers incade:

3 faverkty cocktabs.
Salad Bar, Bot Veg. Potate, Etc.
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OFENMOK-SAT. APIL-10 P AL STL 121071

The Ponr Hole Lounge
EVERY MON. 8 p.m.12 p.m.

JAZZ=JAMS

featuring Terry Pollard Quartet
with Georga Bension on Sax.

Serving
Ribs-Ground Rounds-Short Orders-8nacks
e
m‘l 25101 Toopraph 1 Tou Wi
Seutifed o 358-1611
et ]
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Budget Specials—4 BUILD Y(Wl DWII.MMB— Budge! Sneeul-ﬂ

Every

MO
SR. CITISENS’ DAY u'um-l-.
BELF CHOPETT L

$1.4
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SAL
SITEMS AND 3DRESSINGS)

Every
TUESDAY
FAMILY NIGHT

4 'til Closing

RIBEYE STEAK *1*°
CHOPPED BEEF *1*

ABOVE ENTREAS ucwmr vorno TEXAS TOAST & SALAD BAR




