The lively needle

- Coverlets are valuable

Colonial Americans had a hard time
obtaining patterned cloth. When i
was imported from England, it was
very expensive and available only
near coastal ports,

The thrifty and those far from the
Atlantic were normally clothed in
plain, ‘sturdy. home woven textiles.
For those special occasions when
Something more was indicated, em-
h}'oldery and weaving provided the de-
signs—but at the cost of much labor.

Perhaps pattern was so cherished
because it was difficult to obtain
Those who could decorated not only
their persons, but their living quarters
as_well.

:l‘he typical early home was a cabin
with one or two rooms and perhaps a
sleeping loft overhead for the chil-
dren. The master bed. placed in the
main living room, was usually the
most important piece of furniture in
the house,

Whenever possible. the bed was dec-
orated. Canopies. valances. curtains,
and.dust ruffles lent themselves to cre-
wel embroidery. Curtains were usual
ly heavily lined to keep out cold
drafts. “'Bed furnishings™ were consid-
ered of such value that they were
often mentioned in wills.

ONE UNEXPECTED result of
these legal settlements is that only

one full set of American bed furnish-
ings exists today in its entirety. The
curtains would go to one daughter, the
back cloth to another, and so on.

Bed covers fit into this decorative
picture. Their patterns could be em-
broidered to match the bed hangings.
elaborately quilted. or woven

A tradition’ of woven woolen cov-
erlets was already hundreds of years
old in Europe when the first colonists
set foot in America. As soon as they
could, they sheared sheep. built looms
and began weaving coverlets here.

Early looms were large. box-ike af-
fairs and home made. At first they
were set up in the one room where ali
living took place, But as soon as cir-
cumstances gave her the chance. the
housewife got the loom out of her liv-
ing room. It took up too much space
and its noise must have driven her to
distraction.

WEAVERS WERE usually men
whenever “odd spells and rainy sea-
sons™ freed them from their chores.
1t took muscle to operate those primi-
tive looms.

Women didn't escape work though.
They carded fleece, washed and dyed
wool. and spun yarn. It took eight full-
time spinners to keep up with one
full-time weaver. Because the lady of
the house was preoccupied with cook-
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ing. sewing. and child raising, it usi.ak
ly fell to the younger or older females
in the house to do the spinning. They
were therefore called “spinsters.”

Many pounds of yarn were needed
to warp the loom. A woman might
walk up to 20 miles a day while spin-
ning woo} on a large spinning wheel.
Not surprisingly. these were called
“walking wheels."

Early coverlets woven of such
home-produced yarns on a home-
made loom were called “overshot.”
They were geometric, usually indigo
blue and white. and always had a
seam up the middle.

Overshot coverlets were cherished.
not only for their color and pattern.
but for the hours of hard work they
represented. They were well made
and some have lasted until today
Check your attic—you may own a
treasure.

affairs. Write to the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare. Office
of Consumer Affairs. 330 Independ-
ence Ave, SW. Washington. D.C
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