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‘Exorcist I’
one of the worst

The year is only half over, but already we have a bounty
of movies sure of a spot among the top 10—the 10 worst films
of 1977. My nomination for that infamous list is “Exorcist
II—The Heretic (R).

Here we have a disheartening example of some fantastic
photography joined to one of the most asinine scripts ever put
to film. The plot (I use the term generously) concerns Father
Lamont (Richard Burton) trying to validate and carry on the
work of Father Merrin (Max von Sydow). Father Merrin died
four years ago—in ‘‘The Exorcist"~exorcising the demon
from young Regan MacNeil (Linda Blair).

Father Lamont wants to save Regan's soul. But Regan is
in psychoanalysis with Dr. Tuskin (Louise Fletcher), who
wants to save Regan’s psyche. Dr. Tuskin works in a raodern,
dehumanized, electronic and glass clinic that practices things
like *‘synchronous hypnosis.”

Naturally, Regan hasn't
been helped a bit. Lamont dis-
covers that there 'is a_demon
within Regan called a Pazuzu.
Such a discovery might baffle
the Surete or Scotland Yard or
the FBI but not Father Lamont.

HE KNOWS all about the
Pazuzu. It comes from Africa
When it's just hanging around
loose, mot inhabiting anyone's
bady, it takes the shape of a
giant locust. At other times, it's
a swarm of locusts.
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Linda Blair as Regan
mdergoes bypaosis ex. * om0 o Atrica to
perminents. Regan in New York and why it
assumes such 2 strange form are puzzling questions. But, puz-
2ling in a Donald Duck way, not a Department of Logic way.

Thus it would be futile to dwell on the whys and where-

fores of this movie. Trying to rationally explain the irrational
only presents an irrational variant.
°  One wonders why two such fine actors as Richard Burton
and Louise Fletcher (Nurse Ratchet from “One Flew Over
the Cuckoo's Nest™) are in this silly movie. Of course, the
pay is good but another consideration is that *The Heretic'*
requires fine actors. Who else could recite the dialogue with-
out cracking up?

Burton declaims his lines with a stentorian seriousness
worthy of Shakespearean drama. As Father Lamont. he
requests the cardinal’s permission to travel to Africa to seek
a holy man who may be able to help him rid Regan of ihe
Pazuzu.

THE CARDINAL, suspicious that Lamont may be a tit “tet-
ched” in the head, suggests that he go on a retreat. Lamont
declines, solemnly proclaiming, “I want to advance, not re-
treat.” Louise Fletcher as Dr. Tuskin suffers the same fate
from this merciless script.

The conelusion of the movie compounds the nonsense in
one gigantic mishmash. In 2 quiet, residential, Georgetown
neighborhood. Regan. Lamont and Tuskin confront the Pa-
uzu.

This encounter results in a car crash, fire, screams, yells,
an attack of swarming locusts and a house that explosively
tears apart and crashes to the ground. The special effects
people are unstinting,

Does any neighbor go to a window or walk outside to see
what all the racket is about? No. The theater audience reels
with laughter while the neighborhood remains quiet. Nobody's
noticed anything.

Father Lamont emerges from the wreckage, embraces
Dr. Tuskin, then walks off into the moonlit night with nym-
phet Regan! A few neighbors finally appear. Dr. Tuskin looks
up with tears in her eyes—undoubtedly, tears of joy that the
wretched movie is over—and says, “I understand now." This
puts her light-years beyond the rest of the cast, not to men-
tion the audience.

There is one positive aspect of *“The Heretic.”” It makes
ail other movies look great in comparison.

Kinks pleases crowd at Knob

By NEILL EISENSTEIN

The Kinks have proved that a band
following its own course, without
heavy publicity, without a hit single.
with all its idi ies, can still
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bring the house _down

They- did just that in concert
Thursday at Pme Knob in Clarkston.

The Kinks were one of the first
bands to utilize fuzz-tone on their first
hit. way back in '64. One of the first
bands during the British invasion to
feature a dynamic songwriter-per-
former, Ray Davies, and a sizzling
guitarist, his brother Dave.

The Doors even got a number one
hit single in 1968 by stealing one of
the Kinks’ first hits. That's how anony-
mous the Kinks are, even though
they've grown and changed all
through the '60s and '70s from another
British R&B group to a vision of Olde
England, all wistfulness and music
hall traditions—just like the Beatles
have grown.

The main difference between the
two is that the Kinks never got pro-
motion or yielded to the hit single for-
mula. They just went merrily on their
way, while amassing a hard core cult
of fans and critics.

BUT, TO BEGIN at the beginning,
out at Pine Knob, there was Pierce
Arrow, playing the ubiquitous warm-
up band. They were a typical congre-
gation of talent; individually okay,
their main strength being a cohesive
ensemble, everyone sharing the
spotlight—little charisma. 1 thought.
But it was alright. They kept their set
short, they smiled a-lot, they an-
nounced the Kinks, everyone had a
good time.

And lo, there were the Kinks. Most
of them. anyway. They laid down a
riff in preparation for Ray's Big En-

trance. And then he came on. in a
pupil-searing orange jacket—Mr. Brit-
tania himself. straight out of Camaby
Street, 1965. If this was not exactly a
night for the Kinks more wistful side,
it was infused with a certain nos-
talgia.

Anyway. O' Ray came out and im-
mediately proved that tonight he was
gonna be a rock 'n" roller. And a darn
good one at that. He camped it un
with the female background singers.
played the dressed-down stud. while
posturing fike a would-be-hip. latter-
day Sammy Davis. Jr. Ray was ob-
viously paying his respects to legit
show-biz acts: today Pine Knob. to-
morrow Las Vegas? Later on. he up-
dated himself by posturing more like
Elvis.

Throughout, Brother Dave was a dy-
namo of energy. as was drummer

Director

The South Oakland County Chapter
of Sweet Adelines, Inc. has appointed
Jacki Kaye of Farmington Hills as
chorus_director.

Ms. Kaye brings a wealth of talent
and experience to her new position.
Highlights of her Sweet Adelines ca-
reer include serving as show chair-
man of SOC chapter's ““Vaudeville to
Video” show at the Masonic Temple
in 1873, serving as director of musical
activities for Region 2 (Michigan and
eastern Ontario) for three years, sing-
ing bass with the 1974 Region 2 Quar-
tet Champions, the Chord Motor Co..

Mike Avory. Behind me, someone was
making the observation that the mem-
bers of Pierce Arrow had played with
more precision. Perhaps.

BUT THEY HARDLY aroused the
kind of excitemnent that Ray and his
back-up band were stimulating as
they ran through some golden oldies
from the ‘60s: “Tired of Waiting,"
“Set Me Free,” “Sunny Afternoon™
ithe only time during the night that
they tapped their traditions of music
haili. and especially “All Day and All
Night™ (this is the song that the
Doors retitled “Hello, I Love You" in
'68). which set off a chain of high
energy that never let up the rest of
the evening.

Following this was a set from their
new album “Sleepwalker.” which in-
cluded the obligatory title song “Lif¢
Goes On" and “Stormy Sky" and
“Full Moon.”

Another number “Life on the Road™
provided Ray with the means to set a
hypnotic lemming effect into motion—
pulling the audience along. clapping
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and directing the Flint Chapter chorus
to second-place honors in the recent
Region 2 chorus competition held in
London, Ont.

Ms. Kaye will direct the 50-member
SOC chapter chorus and 35 Detroit
area barbershoppers and Sweet Ade
lines in “Hats Off to Oklahoma,” to
be presented Nov. 11-12, 18-19 at Our
Lady of Mercy High School audito-
rum. Farmington Hills.She will be
working with show chairwoman Bar-
bara St. Amand of Berkley, known to
barbershop audiences for her shows in-
cluding the 1975 musical, “'A Salute to

and singing as if of one mind—tofa}
performance. Of course. other bands
can- achieve this. too—Kiss does it
with pre-adolescents, through pure.
hype—but here. the Kinks did it witht
pure talent. And the average age.of
the audience was mid20s. No mean
feat. to get jaded 21 vear olds to do
anything. o

Ray then proceeded to exhibit his,
classic bit of theater from the flop
1875 album “Schoolboys in Disgrace.”
Here. Ray Davies. low man on- the
totem pole of adenoidal singers. man«
aged 1o make his voce versatile
enough to fit the varus characte*s’
he played. Shocking. 1'd never thoupht'
of him as a great-shakes singer bes
fore e

After the mini-opera they went into
their classic sngle “Lola the one
with the isshe-orasn'the storyline.

which Ray snidely introduced. st 5 5
everyone would et the pount

He managed to wm thi ong into
another lemming effect and following
up with their cnervaung first hyt
single “You Reaiv Got M.

Adelines

Music Man." RoseMary Chsdale of
Royal Oak and Del McPherson of
Farmington Hills are assistant show
chairwomen

Ms. Kaye and the SOC chapter
chorus are seeking women 1§ and
older who enjoy singing to join them
at rehearsals held at the Knights of
Columbus Hall. 2295 W Twelve Mile
at_Coolidge in Berkley

The group will rehearse there on:
Thursday evenings dunng the month’
of June and on Tuesday evenings dur-
ing July and August. Call June Bud-
2en at 646-3719 for more iformation *
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Glimpses

NEW RELEASES

ANNIE HALL (PG). The best Woody Alen film yet. Truth
and comedy go hand in hand in this touching, contempo-
rary love story. Diane Keaton is ako at her best as Annie.

THE BOATNIKS (G). Robert Morse is an inept Coast Guard
Ensign who foils the bad guys through sheer stupid luck.

A BRIDGE TOO FAR (PG). Crisp World War 11 drama chron-
icling major but ill-fated Alied campaign n Holland.
Bounty of stars make brief but effective appearances.

THE DEEP (PG). Suspenseful aqua-hriller with exciting un-
derwater action and photography. Jacqueline Bisset, Nick
Nolte and Robert Shaw dive for treasure and thrills.

EXORCIST O—THE HERETIC (R). There’s not much that
can save this imbecilic movie akthough Richard Burton
and Louise Fletcher try. How do they keep from laughing?

FOR THE LOVE OF BENJI (G). The lovable mut Benji is
footloose but not fancy free during an accidental excursion
through the Greek islands.

‘THE OTHER SIDE OF MIDNIGHT (R). Tawdry film of van-
ity and vengeance, Marie-France Piier wastes her talent
in this clinker. More sex and less story and they could
have gone for the “Emmanuelle” trade.

ROLLERCOASTER (PG). Suspense thriller about extortionist
(Timothy Battoms) who plants bombs at amusement parks
and a safety inspector (George Segal) who doesn't think
that's funny.

STAR WARS (PG). Serio-comic scifi adventure about a rebel-
lion of solar systems in a nt galaxy. Good time mavie
with laughs and special effects. Two robots steal the show.

THREE WOMEN (PG). Drrector Robert ARman’s strange,
provocative study of the merging relationships of three
women and therr alienation n a masculine world.

BACK AGAIN
BLACK SUNDAY (R). Stick thriller of inflated terrorism
from a blimp at the Super Bowl Robert Shaw and Marthe
Keller are the capable adversaries. Fine acting by Bruce

Dern as the berserk pilot. .
YOUNG FRANKENSTYEIN (PG). Me! Brooks’ comic classic
. with Gene Wilder as Dr. F., Feldman as a
chback with a movable hunch, and Peter Boyle as the mon-

ster. Terrifically funny, start to fnish.

MOVIE- RATING GUIDE
PG Parenial guidance suggested. Al ages admited.
person unde!

At12 Mile,

27822 0RCHARD LAKE RD.

Open Mon. thru Sat.
PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES
® Businessmen’s Luncheons e Dinners

ENJOY THE PIANO STYLINGS: collOE FEATURING
.TOMALTENBURG | CHARL:SBoLes . COURM ET TABLESIDE
TUES. -SAT. 30730 COOKING | Mor-+RINIGHT -

the
roman
terrace

851-4094
JustOH U.S. 636

11:30am.-2:30am.

from 10-200
Call Tina 334-2444

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

644-2913

Mon.-Thurs. 11-10 p.m. @ Fri. 11-11

469 S. Woodward, B‘ham.

Sot. 1211 p.m, ® Sen. 12:10 p.m.

p.m.

1999 Cass Lake Road
Just W. of Orchard Loke Road

682-6540

GINOS

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

ITALIAN DINING-COCKTAILS
Banquet Focilities Available
‘Open daily ‘til midnight
Friday & Saturday ‘fil 1 p.m.

‘\\“5 AND ENTERTAINMENT GLI_JJIDJE_E ﬁ
N THE |
T @ moyl:s AURANTﬂ—]L

of Bloamfield
18018, Telograph

18525 MIODLEBELT 418 Mile, Lvoous

Crinese Luncheon 11.3 I
Chinese Dnner 3.9 30 s,

LCantonese & Amenican Food
Japanese Steskhouse
® Exotic Cocktails ®
CCARRY-QUTS ON OHINESE F

ForResenavons
% Paned27.3171

I 5es
PHONE 313-239-1484

Mon. & Tues. Specials

From 4 p.m. til 11 p.m.
A Choice of 18 Entrees

FILET MIGNON ¢ SEAFOOD
GHOPS @ ALASKAN CRABLEGS,

Includes our famous salad bar of 25 or
more items, fresh home baked bread &
butter, plus potato or vegetabie. and cof-

fee.
ONLY 5495

7

|([oraoba

Choose from

For raservations call 477-2686

29703 West Seven Mile Road
Livoaia, Mickigan
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