Here a twin, there a twin,

everywhere a twin-twin

By LORAINE McCLISH

Sets of twins ran. toddled, crawled,
or rode in double-seated buggies and
strollers into Farmington City park
last weekend for the first picnic of the
Farmington Mothers of Twins Club.

It was the first time many of the
members had met one another’s chil-
dren. or the first time many of the
sets of twins had met each other

The Farmington chapter is an of-
fshoot of the Birmingham and Livonia
chapters, two of the iargest chapters
in the state.

*The membership in those chapters
had gotten so large it was hard to
and sharing is what it
said Diane Sands. one of
the founders of the new chapter. who
was just voted president of the 15-
member group.

Sharing experiences is of prime im-
portance to the mother who has had a
multiple birth. *Our problems are
unique.”” Mrs. Sands said.

SHE TOLD THE story of one young
woman, pregnant with twins. who just
wanted somebody to talk with. “'She
was overwhelmed when she leamed
she was going to have twins, and it is
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something to be overwhelmed about.”™
Mrs. Sands said.

Most of the families at the picnic
had twins who ranged in age from in-
fancy to about 7 years of age. which
is the average for twin clubs.

“When they get into school you're
home free. you've just about made
it,” said Mrs. Sands, mother of 16
month-old boys.

The only free time she has for her-
self now is from 10 p.m. to midnight,
and that. too. is about par for club

Gerald Lauzon of West Bloomfield had to check when asked which
of his 10-month-olds was which, Natalie (on the left) is dressed in

blue. Rachel is dressed in pink

members with twins in the toddling
age.

Another member added. 1 get
along just fine until they are quiet
That's when I jump because I know
they are into something. One of them
has thought of something the other
one didn't.”

One of the members had spent the
picnic moming cleaning up maple
syrup from her kitchen carpeting. An-
other. Helen Spieler. an officer in the
ciub. had spent the moming cleaning
the freezer. Her 7-year-olds had man-
aged to get what they wanted from
the freezer. but had not snapped it
shut after heisting the goodies.

Other problems can be far -more
serious. One set of twins at the park
were going through what most
mothers have experienced; the biting
stage. But these children have taken
to biting one another.

THE PRESIDENT of the club and
her program committee strive for
both informative and informal meet-
ings. Guest speakers might be invited
to share an area of expertise with the
mothers. or topics might be chosen
for general discussion.

The group meets now in one anoth-
er's homes and will as long as the
chapter is small, though Mrs. Sands
said. “Our membership is open to
every mother who has had a multiple
birth, either twins or triplets without
regard to her race. religion or creed.
Sharing is the best part of our club.”

Nancy Clervi, who wheeled in 7-
menth-old Christine and Jennifer to
the picnic grounds, said she gets mem-
bers where she finds them. 1 invited
one woman with twin infants I saw in
a supermart to our meetings because
she looked so distraught 1 thought
she needed us,” she said.

An annual affair for the club. pat-
terned after other chapters, will be a
once- or twice-a-year rummage sale

“Double the equipment is double
the price,” Mrs. Sands said. “The
rummage sale amounts to really a
clothing and equiptment exchange.
The club makes a little money from
this, and the members all save

money.

Most children outgrow equiptment,
toys and clothes before they wear
them out, and we sell these things
only in twos. It's really very easy
shopping for us.”

For information on meeting dates
and times, Mrs. Clervi will take calls
at 478-0922.
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The Gallagher twins get an assist on the teeter-totter from their
big sister. The 3-year-olds are the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Gallagher, who live in Chatam Hills Subdivision. Stacy has
straight hair. Her sister, Stephanie, has naturally-curly hair.
(Staff photos by Harry Mauthe)

Nancy Clervi, membership chairwoman of the Farmington Mother of Twins Club, with her twin
daughters, Christine (left) and Jennifer.
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Erin and Kelly LaCosse live on Violet Street in Farmington, with their parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Robert LaCosse.

-.ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A
STYLE THAT'S DIFFERENT?
A FABRIC THAT'S DIFFERENT?

Then come to Sfued(5tu and let our
experienced decorators help you find that style or
that fabric you have in mind.

Decorating service costs no more! Just dial 332-
8340 for decorator or any other Stewart-Glenn
service.

A sie the daaghters of Mr. sad Nirs, David Spieles




