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Hill: Pragmatist in abstract world of academia

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Usually. you can separate the idea
from the man.

But Joseph E. Hill. president of Oak-
land Community College. defies that
rule of thumb.

The abstract, the intangible—these
are the lifeblood of academia. Yet

perplexing terms and esoteric con-
cepts. made even more complex by ex-
planations phrased in abstractions.

HILL CAME TO OCC as president
in 1968 after several years as dean of
Wayne State University's graduate
program. He asked the school's board
of trustees for 10 days to explain and

Hill relishes di
theory and its application to the real
life world of OCC with its four cam.
puses.

What it boils down to is personal-
ized instruction.

Hill's language could be confusing
to the man on the street. He speaks
matter-of-factly of “human.feedback
circuitry.” “mission statements.”
“'supportive variables™ and “impact
criteria.” But his office is in the
George A. Bee Administrative Center
in Bloomfield Hills. not NASA Mission
Control in Houston.

“I'm just a damned old ham. So
vou'll have to put with me.” he said
with a chuckle. With that. Hill was off
on another jaunt through a forest of

begin i his neeptual
framework.” He has been there ever
since and has a .contracl running
through 1982.

Befpre Hill arrived. OCC was a
strange animal in the world of higher
education. Its flimsy educational struc-
ture rested on an opencampus con-
cept. “You came and went as you
pleased: there were no class ses-
sions.” said Hill.

Instructors were seen as education-
al consultants. Getting an education
hinged on the student’s initiative. Indi-
vidual effort and a battery of audio
visual aids were stressed. Such a sys-
tem had worked well with several top-
flight graduate courses a' Purdue Uni-
versity in the mid-1960s.

All about animals

OCC was a kind of trendsetter in
trying that concept on a campus-wide
basis. Hill said.

It was less than a resounding suc-
cess. Hill. however. credited the
board of trustees with “having the
guts”™ to try something different.

That changed following Hill's arriv-
al. OCC opted for more formal struc-
ture. although it still tried to provide
a number of options for learning.

~Oakland Community College ac-
cepts the premise that no two stu-
dents seek meaning in the same man-
ner. We believe that 90 per cent of the
students with normal ability can learn
90 per cent of the material 90 per cent
of the time if teaching methods and
media ire adjusted to the students’
educational cognitive style.” Hill said.

He said the college maps this ““cog-
nitive style™ of each student “to pro-
vide a picture of the various ways in
which the individual searches for
meaning.”

“Tt identifies cognitive strengths
and weaknesses,” he added. “This in-

Check for worms annually

Dear Doctor:
How frequently should a dog be dew-
ormed?
J.B.. Birmingham
Dear J.B.:

“Only after professional diagnosis of
gastro-intestinal parasites. A micro-
scopic examination of the stool to de-
tect intestinal parasites should be rou-

tineiy performed at least yearly on
adult dogs that live fairly isolated
from other animals. Puppies should
be checked for worms at the time of

FOR KIDS

If your dog stays outside all the
time. you must be sure that he has

weaning and on
their health and physical condition. If
any gastro-intestinal problems occur
{such as nausea or diarrhea) further
stool checks are warranted

shady to rest. Also, give
him fresh water two or three times
daily—and in the hot weather he will
need a lot more to drink to help keep
him  cool.

formation can be used to build a per-
sonalized program of instruction.”

IN ITS OWN WAY. the OCC of 1977
is just as much a trendsetter as its
predecessor a decade ago.

The confusing terms Hill uses in de-
scribing OCC’s “‘conceptual frame-
work™ have been turned into concrete
programs and tangible results. Since
1968. for example. the number of OCC
administrators has declined from 8
to 27. The introduction of a systems
approach. an analysis of the relation-
ships of various educational factors
and a milliondollar IBM computer
have helped to make that reduction
possible.

The community college's reliance
on systems analysis also has helped
make available a number of options
designed, to make learning easier.

“Many people don't really know
what I'm about.” said Hili. He main-
tained. however. that in an increas-
ingly technological society. education
must become more “con lized.”

has given the
theory internationa! audience. Models®
of the system employed by OCC have
been set up by schools as far away as
Isreal and India. Hill seid

He added that they now were trying
to interest the Detroit public scheols
in establishing an experimental pro-
gram at the lower educational levels.

“1 firmly believe that if our work
has explicit knowledge and informa-
tion that is not avaitable in other
forms. it’s our obligation to share it,”

Just as OCC is attempting to forge
a trail in personalized. individual edu-
cation, Hill has set the school on a
path that is rigidly individualistic in
its own right.

Hill stressed. “Each one of us
makes a difference. We must never
forget that: the day we do is the day
‘they take over.” The OCC president
has applied that premise to the in-
stitution as a whole.

The multi<ampused community co-
leggnis not affiliated with the Mich-

“Community colleges can prove to
be the leadership. We can become the
prototype of the educational con-
ceptual framework.” he said.

While OCC's open campus experi-
ment did not succeed. Hill defended
its intentions. ~If some of those stu-
dents had pursued the straight style
of education. they probably would
have failed.” he said.

“It's our goal to match different
styles with different students.”

He said that the system. which
makes this form of education go. was
not forced on any of the school's teach-

ers.

One of his goals for the future, Hill
added. is to expand the use of sys-
tems anaiysis in education. The OCC
Conference and [nstitutes Con-

igaly’ C ity College

(MCCA) or any of the state’s other
community college interest organiza-
No one can speak for OCC but
he said.

“One way to be heard is to stay on
the outside and with your own opin-
fon. That way. they will have to listen
to vour opinion.”

And this non-affiliation attitude. Hill
said. allows OCC a “very good” work-
ing-relationship with them. “We pro-
vide all the materiais and information
they request just as if we were a
member. tut we won't let them speak
for_us.”
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Come on over

Hush Puppies, Dexter, Bass, Imports,
Athletic Shoes: (Regularly $18-$40) Sale
priced from $12.90-$24.90.

ANNOUNCING SHERMAN'S 24,628 SHOES SALE.

Sherman’s is having a storewide sale on
brand-new, brand name shoes. Instead of
aclearance on last year's leftovers, you
can save a lot on this year's fashions.
Florsheim: (Regularly $32-$50) Sale
priced from $24.80-$39.80.

Entire Stock of Golf Shoes On Sale:
(Regularly $28-$73) Sale priced from
$19.90-$64.90.
Wright Arch Preservers: (Regularly $56-
$78) Entire stock sale priced from

$39.90-$69.90. (Birmingham,

SAVE ON THE SHOE YOU WANT
INSTEAD OF THE SHOES WE DON'T

DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAW/SOMERSET MALL/PRICE'S MEN'S WEAR—~DEARBORN/LAKESIDE CENTER/FAIRLANE CENTER \

PHONE 646-8431

Troy and Fairlane only.)

Not all sizes or all styles in every store Most major credt cards accepted
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JOSEPH E. HILL
Personalized education

Michigan's
Larges!
i Ethan Alien Dealer

earthside

UTICA

to our house!

SOUTHFIELD

1

CRYPTAR I DIGI
*175.00

358-3833

GARAGE DOOR OPERATORS
GMQ 450D

1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
ALLIANCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.

R/

TAL CONTROLS
installed

SOUTHFIELD

Ford Thunderbird

| aM Radio, radial whitewall

on approved credit

1877 Lease Cars
Availabie tor immediate Delivery

Other Models Available

I Equioped with: V-8. auto.. PS. 2DB. A Gond . T/Glass,

tres. wheel covers, remote

mirror. body side. moldings. accent stnpes. clock. and
| total payments are (53576.00)

Closed End Lease
24 month/40.000 mies/3: over
Rates subject to 4% Michigan use tax
License fee incl. in rate. $250 security deposit required

¢ FLEET LEASING OF AMERICA, inc.
Plymouth Rd., 2 Blocks W. of Telegraph
- Call KATHY BROWN....537-8750

Leasing Specialists...Since 1948

'=

a product

T

NOW ONLY

*389

DELIVERED

Our NEW NORTHBROOK™ MODEL is
u can trust, backed

by a dealer you can trust.

ical to use b your home. 3—The Nond-
brook elligan quality
aad reliabllity a1 @ lowes origiscl
investment.

Imagine a gennine .
Culligan' automatic
watersoftenerat :
apricelike this! :




