Hopes for golf scholarship

Golfer shines in Michigan Amateur tourney

By TOM BAER

John Van Vieck, a 20-vearold ama-
teur golfer from Farmingron Hills.
has been making a good name for him-
self this summer with impressive fin
ishes in several name toumaments —
and he hopes his accomplishments
Wil help him land a golf scholarship
@ a major university next fall

Van Vleck. who has two seasons of
college eligibility left after starring
for coach Pin Ryan's Oakland Commu-
nity College team for two vears, did a
Iot” for his golf reputation last month
at the prestigious Michigan Amateur
Golf Tournament in Charlevoix.

Van Vleck shot rounds of 72. 71. 72,
71 and 73 over the Belevedere Golf
Ctub and made the tournament semi-
(inals before losing to Mark Sbieker-
man of Saginaw. +3. in match play
Dan Pohl of Mt. Pleasant was the
eventual tournament winner. defeat-
ing Spiekerman. 42

Van Vleck admitted that his high fin-
1sh in the state Amateur was the high-
licht of his brief carcer. but he had an-
other big thrill last April when he
made the ~Sweet 16" of the North-
South InvitationGolf Tournament at Pi-
nehurst Country Club in Pinchurst
\.C.

Several importint tourmanents are
coming up for Van Vleck. He'll be in
Milwaukee for the National Publinx

Women

By STEVE KAPLAN

Madison Velodrome. Inc. which s
sponsoring a series of indoor bicycl
races in Southfield this summer. may
have its first woman rider in 18-vear-
ald Allison Cohen. an experienced
racer who is considering having a go
at the steeplv-barked wooden track in
he Civic Center Arena.

But don’t Tonk for a wholesale in-
vasion of the maledommnated spart by
wnmen. even experienced ones. A
healthy fear of that track. which
banked at 50 degrees on the
and 20 degrees on the straightaways.
and of the speeds involved will keeo
most of the gals on the sidelines. ac-
cording to Cohen.

Cohen. a native of Rethesda. Md.
has been trying to oriamize a
women's teag to particivate i the

- Southfield racing series. which contin-

uved last Fridav with the srate Madi-
son championships. So far. her efforts
at coaxing women riders into trving
the Southfield track haven't g ne unno-
ticed But they've also been unsuccess-
ful.

There's been a general reluctance
by the major:ty of women to ride the

Southfield« tra k. said Cohen. who
won a state bike racing championship
in Marvland last vear

~Fach person I've talked to has had
a different excuse.” she said “How
ever. [ feel it comes down o one
thims — fear.”

The Civic Center Arena track itsel
may be one reason why the women
hesitate It's 30 degrees steeper than
any other track around according "o
Cohen

COHEN, A member of the United
Star~ Cvcling Federations Midwest
Committer. said she's tried without
success 1o nterest quahified women
riders in her commitiee to trv the
Southfie’d track this summer,

Tournament July 7-11 at Brown Deer
Country Club. and he plans to play in
the Michigan Match Play tourner at
Lawell. Mich. later this month.

WITH HIS reputation building. Van
Vleck hopes the college golf coaches
and athletic directors are taking no-
tice. He said that several schools. in-
cluding the University of Michigan.
Michigan State University and a
couple of Southern colleges. have
shown some interest

~T'm trying to find a school down
South.” Van Vleck said. “The truth is
that none of the offers ook too good
right now. If I stay up in Michigan,
'l be facing the cold weather. And
what's the use of going to a place m
Tennessee (where one of the offers
came from}? They have lots of cold
weather down there. to0.”

But Van Vleck is confident that he'll
be playing golf at a warm-weather col
lege next fau.

~Some people may take 1t the
wrong way. but you have to have con
fidence in yourself — and I have it.”
he said. T guarentee vou that Il
have a full ride to a decent school. [
mean. vou go to the Sweet 16 in the
North-South. qualify for the National
Publinx for two years in a row. and
then make the semis of the state Ama-
teur . . someboyd's going o want
vou

bicycle

They just havent golten their
hutts down here to ride” she said
It's as simple as that. Madison Velo-
drome has been very encouraging and
has offered to help me bring the
women here They've even given us a
special race. but we just havent gor
the riders

Coken. who considers herself in ~av-
erage rider”. said she 15 willing to
ride in the men’s races. even though,
in her own words shell “prabablv
2et smok d

‘T'd do it rride in the men’s races:
iust for the experience. the exposure
and the hope that some other women
will follow me and ride the track.”
he said

Cohen. who rides about 200 miles a
week in practice. said that warking
with the men riders gives her an
added thrill 1o a sport which has he-
come her main interest in life.
push myself even harder when I work
with them.” she said “And the men
are so much more organuzed with
their training as compared to ‘he
wnmen

Cohen added: *The guys have done
evervthing I could ask of them It's
now up to the women to come -ut and
ride. [ really love this sport. and 11
continue to even i 1 am the on'v
woman participating in a man’s
spart.

Women in bicvele racing may be as
mevitable as was che first woman
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In the meantime. Van Vleck is put-
ting in some long hours witn: his
clubs. which includes a new set of
irons and a 1953 Tony Pena three
wood. trying to improve his game. He
spends six or seven hours each day
hitting practice shats and playing
practice rounds.

‘1 figure if 1 put in the time now.
Vli make at least $3.000 in scholarship
money for next vear.” Van Vieck
said CIUs not the most fun thing in
the world to go out there and just
hound golf balls. There’s nobody there
‘o0 tell you to keep gong. But it's an
mner dmp with me. [ guess.

~They say that nothing good comes
vasy. and I beleive that's true If vau
want to be good. vou just eet the
sticks and go practice.”

VAN VLECK has developed a phitos-
ophy about the practice rounds. 1
like to shoot pretty well. but [ don't
Iike 10 shoot really well and bum up

the course.” he said. “The next day.
soull start to compare your score to
the previous day. If it's too low. say
8 or 67. vou’ll never be able to top it
and you'll get Kind of depressed. On
the other hand. if you don’t shoot so
well. you'l' know there’s room for im-
provement.”

fast summer. Van Veck worked in
the pro shop at the Royal Oak Golf
Club. This vear he helps out occasion-
aly at Glen Oaks Country Clib in
Farmington Huills. but most of his
ume is spent in practice. He wants it
that wav

Every dolf proan the state will tell
vou the same thing: If you want to
play golf. dont ger nto the golf busi-
ness.” he said. ~Bill Combs. the pro
at Glen Oaks, gets up at 4:30 every
marning and doenst get home until
around 10 or 11 at mght. | don't want
that kind of life. I'd rather be playing
nr practieing.”

a rarity

time before Madison Velodrome Inc
¥ going 1o have to change its motto of
“Board Tracks and fron Men

racers

driver i the Indianapoits 500 automo-
bife race. However. with the situation
M Southfield. 1t's going to be some

John Van Vieck practices chip shots at Glen Qaks Country Ciub.
Van Vieck of Farmington Hills hopes his high finish in the recent
Michigan Amateur Golf Tournament will help him land a college
scholarship. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)
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Allison Cohen is one of the few indoor bicycle racers in the area.
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introducing the PUCH Moped. A whole
new way to go between your home and the club,
and the 1stand 19th hole. With all your clubs and|
other stuff, the ease of a fully automatic trans-
mission, virtually no maintenance, and super
scores on economy (150 mpg is no handicap).
Come be a sport and see how it feels, Try a
new PUCH Moped, just for the .
fun of it. Playing as you go
is the name of the game. ~ . ;
{NTRODUCING THE PUCH ! b
MOPED. THE GO-BETWEEN. i
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