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Bureaucrats

Farmington Hills" proposed senior
zoning amendment. already beset by
delays, has encountered another
series of snags which will keep resi-
dents waiting a few extra weeks to
learn the resuits of the elderly hous-
mg queshonnaxre sent out late in

A puhhc hearing and the announce-
ment of the survey results during a
meeting of the Farmington Hills Plan-
ning Commission are being delayed
while the Public Administrative Serv-
ice of Chicago tabulate the answers to
the senior questionnaire.

The cost of hiring a service to tabu-
late the survey answers and the Plan-
ning Commission’s decision to review
the results at a preliminary meeting
have added to the delay. Consid-
eration of newspaper deadlines to pub-
lish a public notice of the public hear-
ing also contributed to the delay, ac-
cording to Farmington Hills Adminis-
trative Assistant Michael Dornan.

These consideration have pushed
the date of revealing the results from
July 7 to August 25, which remains a
tentative date. The Public Adminis-
trative Services should report their ta-

Scorcher

Heat wave arrives,

action takes a break

As Farmungton area residents tricd
to beat the heat last week. pohee. [re
officials and @ tew select businessmen
had 10 agree that they had it made in
the shade

Residents who ventured out into the
heat found a safer quieter city dozing
in the mid-day sun. Fire and police of-
ficials report that their departments
slowed down during the heat wave.

Evervone was too tired to cause
any problems ™ quipped Farmington
Hills Fire Chief John Van De Voort.

Patrolmen in the police traffic bu-
reau. however. had a different story
They were: busy watching out for traf-
fic Jams and fenderbenders that can
uritate already edgy tempers,

There were a lot o breakdowns on
the Ireeways.” reported Sgt. Richard
Krueger. of the traffic division “Rut
we were surprised that there weren't
that many traffic- accidents. Ususally
people are short tempered during a
hot spelland they seek revenge.

KREUGER AND HIS DEPART-
MENT were busy hauling overheated
cars off the roads and seeing that driv-
ers were able to contact wreckers to
take their steaming vehicles in for re-
pair

Officers with desk jobs faced a
more personal problem with the heat
when the department’s airconditioning
system broke down in the middle of
the heat wave

Drivers in the Farminglon area
were stacked into one lane to accom-
modate road repair on the 169 free-
way. according to police

If they managed to miss the traffic
jam. a goodly number of drivers were
given the chance to cope with another
type of warm weather problem when
car radiators over heated and air con-
ditioming systems quit working

During the heat wave Gordie’s Ga-
rage. Farmington. repaired or re-
placed seven car radators. Usually.
the garage receives one or two such
requests a week. according to mechan-
ic Bob Roberts.

Air conditioning systems were

under a lot of stress that week. too
he pointed out, expecially on Tuesday
and Wednesday. Those were the days
the garage handled repairs on 1015
air conditioning ems.

Overheated engines can damage
even a new car

“THE HOSES GO bad n hot weath-
er. Right now i'm working on  new
Granada with 2.000 miles on it. and it
needs major engine work. And that's
from the heat.” Roberts said.

For some of those who ventured
onto the beaches and into the sun.
there was another hazard—sunstroke.

Botsford Hosital spokesmen were un-
sure if the sun or tion time was
the main reason for the overcrowding
of their emergency room during the
week. But. said Director of Nursmg
John Wick. ~“There were more heat
prostration cases.” he repurted

In addition. unusual heat can aggra-
vate existing conditions. such as heart
and lung problems, he added. With
the heat as a hiddden {actor. there
could have been more persons affect-
ed by the heat than he initially per-
ceived,

Heat prostration is characterized by
dizziness. weakness, a clammy feeling
and a fast pulse. he added

For those who stayed in the great in-
Bours. the battle against the heat was
sometimes a losing venture. Air condr
tioning repairs soarcd with the tem-
perature.

1 always tell people it's not hot
enough for me.” joked Vic Carless.
manager of World Wide Heating and
Cooling. Farmington.

CARLESS FOUND THAT those
around him suspected it was hot
enough for them His shop received
twice as many repair and instaltations
calls. last week

One of the reoccuring problems air
conditioning owners faced was the af
fect of heat on the exterior of a win
dow unit. he said. Hotter temper-
atures were more apt 1o encourage
overloads. he explained.

Cause is probed

Farmington. Michigan
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delay senior survey

bulation to the city by July 19

THOSE RESULTS will be the sub-
ject of a preliminary meeting of the
Housing and Planning Commissions
on August 4.

Part of the reason for the delay
stems from the city’s efforts to find a
reasonably priced service that would
organize the survey resuls.

“The costgf the survey was a fac-
tor in the delay,” said Dornan who
contacted the Public Administrative
Service when its representatives were
in town to help prepare a managerial
report for the city's administrators.

For a fee of $1,700, the service wili ca-
tagorize the information included in
the 828 returns the city received. That
accounts for about 30 per cent of the
2,760 surveys which were sent to
Farmington Hills seniors.

“It's a good response,” Dornan
said. “That's a good response to any
mailing. We would have been lucky to
get 10 answers.”

Since the city took more time than
anticipated to settle on a service, the
public hearing date was affected. In
additiop. commissioners decided that
a preliminary hearing to review the

survey results would help them n
dealing with the information during
the public hearing, according to Dor.
nan

PRELIMINARY MEETINGS to pub-
lic hearings are not required by the
city's charter, according to City At-
torney John Donahue. The charter re-
quires a public hearing before the
commission reccomends a zoning
change.

Another provision of charter's re-
quirements necessitates notifying resi-
dents of the public hearing within 15
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results

days of the meeting. Although the
commission considered a July 28 pub-
lic hearng, those plans were
carcded when the city's legal advisers
said they were unabie to write the no-
tice and submit 1t to the newpapers in
“ime for that cariy date

In addition. the commissioners are
planning to rent an auditorium tn ac-
commodate the anticipated
wrnout for the public hearing. T
July 28 date would not allow suffici
time to locate a suntable place. a4
ng to Donahue

Construction in bloom

Orange Tiger Lilies aren’t the ¢nly things blooming in the Farm-
ington countryside. For a look at tomorrow’s landscape, see our

page 3 feature of mew housing in our area. (Staff photo by Hurry

Mauthe}

City strives to bail out basements

By LYNN ORR

When it rains, it pours—into the
basements of Liberty and State Street
residents, who are none too pleased
with City of Farmington sewer sys-
tem.

'm assessed for my finished base-
ment, and it sure is finished—carpet-
mg and all.” Liberty Street home-
owner Robert Jubenvilie told the
Farmington City Council last week

Several other residents were on
hand to corroborate Jubenville's com-
plaints, but all were pleased to learn
that the city is working on the prob-
lem

“You can’t walk out of here tonight
unli vou want to buy a new sys-
tem.” City Mgr. Robert Deadman told

the residents, explaining that the city
is currently working on three plans
for dealing with the problem.
Application for a federal grant to
separate the sanitary and storm
sewer systems. an experiment with a
new chemical to remove roots clog-
ging sewer pipes. and the enforcing of
an ordinance against eave downspouts
connected to the sewer system con-
stitute the city’s plans, he said.
Black sludge and raw sewage back-
ing up into the drains is a major prob-
lem for residents during heavy rain-
storms, residents say. Deadman
agrees that the dual sewer system
may be causing some of the problem

“WE'RE ALSO poliuting the upper
branch of the Rouge River. during a
storm whea the sewers run off uto

Plane crash kills Spontellis

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

A Farmington Hills couple was bur-
ied Saturday, five days after their
light plane crashed in a densely wood-
ed area near Windham, VL.

Frank Sponteili. 57. and his wife
Rose. 53. of 29224 Oak Pointe Drive,
Farmington Hills. were the only pas-
sengers in the blue and white Piper
Comanche when it crashed July 4 into
a hill outside Grafton State Park.

A witness working in a field about
one and a half miles from the crash
site told investigators from the Nation-
al Transportation and Safety Board
that the plane spun vertically to the
ground.

Other witnesses said they first
thought the pilot was performing a
stunt until the plane failed to pull out
of its spin as it neared the hill. When
the plane slammed into the hill, it cre-
ated a five-foot-deep crater. according
to Transporation and Safety Board in-
vestigator Luther Gatling.

Although search planes were dis-
patched soon after the crash, it took
Vermont State Police and Grafton
State Park officials two hours to
reach the wreck.

SEARCHERS' EFFORTS were com-
plicated by new forest growth and
were forced to hike the last quarter-
mile to the site, according to Vermont
State Police spokesmen.

Transportation and Safety Board in-
vestigators have ruled out bad weath-
er as the cause of the crash, accord-
ing to Gatling. In case of instrument
failure, the pilot should have been
able to control the plane in the fair
weather in the area that day. he said.

“We have not ruled out pilot in-
capacitation,” he said. surmising that
the pilot may have suffered a heart at-
tack.

‘The Spontellis were flying from Wis-
cossel, Maine to their Farmington
Hills home at the end of a holiday
weekend. Spontelli, who was an avia-
tion instructor during World War II,
often flew off to different locations for
the weekend, according to sources.

‘The_couple had lived in Farmington

Hills for four years. Spontelli was the
production manager of American
Standard's Dearborn plant.

Before moving to Michigan. the fam-
ily lived in Parma Heights. Chio.
‘They were among the founders of the
town which is southeast of Cleveland.
Spontelli was an alumnus of OhioState
University and Old Case Tech. He
built homes in the Parma area in the
late 40's and early 50's. His wife, the
former Rose Kolinsky, was active in
Demoeratic Clubs in the area.

THEY ARE SURVIVED by their
sons, Frank, Michael and Phillip,
daughter Marsha and Spontelli's
mother, Mary, of California.

Services were at Holy Trinity Ortho-

dox Church, Parma.

the river.” he wld the residents
If we can prove we're creating a
pollution problem. we may be o
fet a new system through an
mental Protection Agency g
The city presently has a

study
under way to develop a proram o
improve Rouge River water quality
including a plan to separate samtary

and storm sewer systems. li federal
funding 15 secured. the next steps
would be engineering and design and
struction

ince the area affected here s
within the sanitary-sterm  district.
some improvement in the future may
be derived from the implementation
of the plan.” he said.

But he warned the residents that
the proposed grant cannol be sub-
mitted until all samplings of the river
and other study is completed. And if
the city's claim cannat be proved. the
cost of separating the system would
fall back on the homeowners

“If the grant goes through. and we
hope it will. we're talking about §2
million. If we don't get it. we can put
4 storm system . but who's going to
pay for it?

MEANWHILE the city is working
on two other options that may solve
some of the problems. In a recent in-
spection, it was discovered that some
residents in the area have eave down-
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sponts «v(ld(h\ dto the sewer syt
whict warst 4 ety ordinance
hthe ey helieves causes oot

ma
Dchets wall he wsued to those wh,
bavent complied.” Dendman
fhergrmn roots o the sewer n

also be cansing tluoding problems, he

added. and the eny s experimenting
Wit temporary solution developed
e University of Calfornia profes
s

Smee tree roots have infiltrated
fus system over a number of years
we tind that they have redueed the ca-

pacity of the system. Experimerts ir;
uther cities mdicate that these cher
icals will remove 100 per cent of the
oot materials. thereby returning
1 to ats desiened capacil

e chemieal. apphied as a foam. re
moves the outer cavering of the roots
and the roots die The process causes
no environmental damage. and seven
years of experinicnts have reported
hitle rool regrowth. he added
The eny may also explore the idea
of using the chemical in homeowners
lead lines to further alleviate the root
prablem. he added

We're gomg to make sure thosc
drains are operaiing at peak capaci-
. Deadman told the residents
LeUs give it a chance and see how it
works.”

HAIR HELP

Thinning on top? There's
some more light on the subject
as featured in the Suburban Life
section. The latest {1 hair weav-
ing is the lopm of our A la Mode
column on Page ZB.



