Women get one-two punch at Hills city h

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Farmington Hills City Council broke
tradition this week and made history
by electing its first’ woman mayor
since incorporating as a city in July,
1973.

Adding a double female punch to
the vole which elected Joan Dudley as
the city’s first female mayor, the
council also elected another woman,
Jan Dolan, as the mayor protem.
Mrs. Dolan will succeed Mrs. Dudley
as mayor when she steps down in Jan-
uary.

In a rare display of sentimentality
and emotion from the usually volatile
council, the city’s leaders unani-
mously praised Mrs. Dudley for her

ions as a city i
and as a charter commissioner.
She is one of the last of the original

‘We all applaud her perseverance in sticking
to her principals. it speaks well for her that she
Is our first woman mayor. She has proven

herselt.’

—dJoanne Smith

city council members left on the
city’s legislative body. Only coun-
cilman Earl Opperthauser has chosen
to run for re-election. Both Mrs. Dud-
tey and Fred Lichtman have opted to
step down at the end of their terms.

A PERSONAL friend and sometime
political ally, councilwoman Joanne
Smith put Mrs. Dudley’s name into
nomination.

“She has proven her ability as both
a councilmember and charter commis-
sioner. She has been an exemplary
member. We will have Lo work hard
to maintain the standards set by
Joan.” said Mrs. Smith.

“We al applaud her perseverance
in sticking to her principals. It speaks
well for her that she is our first

woman mayor. She has proven her-
self.”

Throughout her tenure on the coun-
cil, Mrs. Dudley has been one of the
most controversial members. She as
been known for grasping an issue and
sticking with it whether the issue
passes or loses.

Traditional political opponent Ear}
Opperthauser who, for the most part,
has found himself at the opposite end
of issues from Mrs. Dudley. also
praised her performance.

“We haven't agreed with Joan all
the time. but her determination gives
her the highest points as a coun-
cilmember. She is always well-pre-
pared and informed.” he said.

Those serving as mayor prior to
Mrs. Dudley have been Robert McCon-
nell, Lichtman, Oppertahuser and
Keith Deacon.
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13th annual slated

Festival fever strikes cities

From the crowning of a new Miss
Farmington to the old fashioned Sun-
day-inthe-park, the Farmington
Founders Festival is back for the 13th
year in a row beginning July 20.

From one end of Farmington and
Farmington Hills to the other, thou-
sands of residents from around the

Holly Ann Schmidt who presently is

annual events re-
in the Jaycee World

to be July 2, 23
dimension to the

rodeo festivities will be the Four
Wheel Drive Weight Pull on July 24,

The Masonic Temple Association
will sponsor several meals on the
lawn of the historic Farmington Ma-
sonic Temple, Grand River and Farm-
ington Road.

IN ADDITION to many food stands
scattered ut the area during
the festival, T gourmet special-
ities will include the First United
Methodist h ice cream social
and their pie beking contest. Our
Lady of Sorrows also will sponsor an
ice cream social. The Prince of Peace

Residents can get the entire run-
down of events in next week’s edition

of the Farmington Observer through
the Founders Festival Tab.

But to give you an idea of the
events in store, the special events in-
clude the four day carnival at Dunc-
kel Junior High School on Twelve
Mile Road. The Kendellwood Shop-
ping Center, Twelve Mile and Farm-
ington, will be the scene of the Farm-
ington Hifls Police Department dis-
play, while across the expressway at
the Orchard Ridge Campus a gigantic
fireworks display will brighten the
sky on July 23.

The display is sponsored by the
Hills Police Department and the Met-
ropolitan National Bank of Farm-
ington.

Dedication of historic markers, re-
cord colls i an an-

Observer

Varroom. Whoosh. Brupabrupabrup.

Farmington Area Jaycees are raffl- |
ing off a pint-sized bundle of noise in
the guise of a scaled down Jeep Rene-
gade go-cart during the Founder's Fes-
tival Four Wheel Drive Pull. July 24.

With its three-horsepower - engine,
the four-wheel drive vehicle has a gas
tark that will hold a whopping half

Farntingien EiMar Steve Barnaby squeenes his siz-foot
mmmmmmmhmaumnme
Farmington Fewaders Festival.(Staff phete) :

Eat your hearts out,
armchair roadsters

“Jaycees are involved in senior citi-
zens ‘transportation and a few other
programs, like the Gathering Place.
Anvi we know that there is a definite

seed for more senior citizen facilities

ect,” he said.
Helping to provide for some of those
needs in the near future rests on the

tique show as well as a wide variety
of entertainment on mobile stages will
be part of the festival.

A children's Art-In, a bingo tent. an
arts and crafts tent, & pet show,
square dancing and an historic bus
tour of the Farmington area also will
highlight the festivities.

The Farmington Area Recreation
Commission’s Ninth Annual Found-
ersFestival softball tournament, a
tennis tournament, gymnastic demon-
stration, a mini-marathon and a soc-
cer spectacular are among the many
sporting events in this year’s festival,

The soccer spectacular will pit the
Farmington Soccer Club against the
US.A. Evanston, Ill. team.

PARADE buffs will once again be
able to enjoy the parade on July 23 at
10 a.m. The parade will nm along
Grand River, with Joe Kopecz, Grand
Potentate of the Shriners as parade
grand .

Featured units in the parade include
three Shriner Bands, the Scottish bag-
pipe Band, the Farmington Combined
Elementary Summer Schoo! Band, the
Tri-Club Lions Youth Band of Windsor
and the old-fashioned calliope from:
the Livonia Mall.

The Farmington Elks Precision
mini-bike drill team, floars, homor
guards and color guards will highlight
parade as will many drum, bugle and
baton corps.

Broncs and bronc basters will be &n
Jaycee World Championship Rodeso. [

of the fun at
hutes fly open
see more about the old-fashioned western fun, turn

this year's
July 22. To
to SA.

Hills resident fights for black rights

By LYNN ORR

Gabriel Werba is convinced racial
polarization has eased since the '67
Detroit riots.

But apathy remains the stumbling
block for further progress. says the
Farmington Hills resident, which is
why he is chairing the membership
committee of the InnerCity Business
Improvement Forum (ICBIF), De-
troit’s largest minority development
corporation.

"I think the situation in Detroit now
is a lot better than the late ‘60s or
early 70s.” Werba says. “Even with-
in the radical elements there has been
a realization that the answer is to be
found working within the system
rather than in the streets.

All of us have to resolve racial ten-
sions, and most people don't disagree
with that,” Werba says. “It's that
most people are uninvolved or pas-
sive—most of us have our own person-
al lives to live and don't look at how
the rest of the world affects that life.”

For Werba, 47—French born,
schooled in Texas, and a former New
Yorker—personal satisfaction and a
sense of obligation prompted his in-
volvement with ICBIF in 1967.

~1 thik I appreciate the US. lo a
much greater degree than Americans
who were born to all this,” Werba
says. “There’s a freedom of profes-

GABRIEL WERBA

est crime rate and the highest insur-
ance.

“When you put this whole thing to-
,Bether, it's a miracle that black small
‘businessmen can survive.”

Funded by New Detroit, govern-
ment and corporate grants and pri-
vate funds, ICBIF offers minority busi-
nessmen advice, assistance and some-
times capital to start or expend busi-

State to provide managerial courses,
and we can help by breaking down
barriers. A black supplier may not be
on the bid list and doesn't belong to
the country clubs where he would
meet buyers.

“The auto companies have been
very helpful by bringing in people to
help new suppliers get set up.”

Once a minority businessman has
his foot in the door. ICBIF’s staff can
train him to gear up for expansion.

“For instance, if he’s an autonotive
supplier and we get him a contract
for $200.000, he has to know how to
get the equipment. staff, and set up fi-
nancial controls.” Werba says.

AS A MEMBER of the Roard of Di-
rectors since 1967, Werba's in.
volvement as a white is unusual but
ot unique. "'l was never made aware
of my whiteness,” he says. And he
sees his involvement as a necessary
committment.

“I'm not a do-gooder.” he claims.

In his new position as membership
chairman. he intends to reach out fur-
ther into the community to get the
message across.

~We intend to go out front to a
much greater degree to try and im-
press on the public the relationship
among education. social factors and
economic development.” he says. “i(
millages keep getting tumed down in
Detroit, education is going to suffer.
and the technical ability of the work-
ing force is going to suffer.

“The big problem is money. money
and money. We have to publicize to
the business world that we're getting
it done and that it isn't a hopeless
cause.”

Persons interested in or
contributing to ICBIF's am’:l‘:zaun
write to the Inner-City Business Im-
provement Forum, 3049 East Grand
Boulevard, Detroit 4802 or call
B75-4700.

ICBIF, however.'isnt Werba's only
. the exocdive va

practicality as

for his volunteer work.
~The majority of people in Detroit
are biack, and you can't just shut out
the majority from the economic
mainstream. You can look at South Af-
rica to see that it can't be done. It's

1o our own benefit to get involved.”
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As vice-
president of Anthony France, Inc.. the
largest public refations firm in Mjch-
igan, Werba handles accounts for the
Michigan State Bar and specializés in
investors relations activities. He's cur-
rently working on the State Bar's cam-
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Mrs. Eveltyn Schmitt quickly soid her”
. used appliances in just one day when
she adverised in the Obeerver & Ec-
centric’ classified section. Thaf's be-
cause more than 150,000 peopls turn
1b us for the best bargains in town.

BLECTAIC deye 1nd wiker,
Whiripoal twia, ia wermacy.

around yout hause, cal us oday,
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