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your natural gas needs.

When was the last time you picked
up the morning or afternoon paper to
discover that the U.S. and the Soviet
Union had decided to give up the
arms race or that the philanthropist
who was struggling with a pacemaker
was now healthier than Mark Spitz?

And not only are the most dismal
misfortunes broadcast at 6 p.m. each
evening, at 5:30 p.m. there are sneak
previews for viewers to wait a helf
hour for all the bad news to come.

Not too many weeks ago, an after-
noon talk show was interrupted by a
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Since 1925 ﬂ When was the last time those Page local newscaster. He announced that
.DR. KR One headlines in bold print read: if 1 stayed tuned to the channel, |
. AMED €O X i for the res of the week of could find out more about the 65
15986 Middlebelt k “The Senate plans budget cut and Dutch terrorists holding hostages,
betweens & SM‘,e Rds. lower taxes.” that two suspected rapists were killed
LIVON It seems we are in the midst of columns say one out of every three in a high speed chase and that a favor-
> 522- 5300 times when newspapers and television marriages will end in divorce? ite television personality had just
9 W newscasters tell us how many planes Why bother with that piece of prop- ied.
e ITEYYECT X"\ have recently crashed, how many hos- erty you bought two years ago to Is it possible to think that news like
| tages are being held without food and build a new home for your family, this would entice me to stay tuned?
i how many government officials are when newspapers report the cost of Of course, it did. After all, who
i on the Korean dole. building is now comparable to & presi- would believe on face value that so
An evening with the local daily is de- dent's annual salary. many negative things had happened
pressing enough to want to quit your in one day?
job, break up with your girlfirend and IT SEEMS AS if the media are ex- Not all of the news in local and na-
sell all of your investments. posing their public to bad news only. tional papers is tragic. We still have
Who needs a job that barely meets There must be two sides to every entertainment sections and sport sec-
your needs now, when in six months story, at least, but why do we in the tions. But why is it that those sections
you may have to mortgage your color late 1970s have to hear the worst of it. make up the last portion of the entire
TV to feed yourself? The first portion of most national paper?
Why continue a relationship with news broadcasts are filled with Surely, many tragedies deserve pub-
: someone you love when psychologists enough bad news to require a double lic attention, but why not mix those
i martini. itemns up with enlightening features?
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