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Schools need to know all about children’s handicaps

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

Ten-year-old Johnny is diabetic. He
knows it. his parents know it and
some of his friends know it.

He takes insulin and everyﬂung is
under control. Or is it?

His classroom teacher doesn't know
he is diabetic and neither do the other
adults at his school. What happens if
an_emergency occurs?

Johnny could be epileptic. have
rtheumatic fever. asthma. be a hemo-
philiac or have minimal hearing or vi-
sion problems that were not evident
to the casual observer or to his
teacher.

School officials say they need to
know of these and other phvslca] hand-
icaps students have in order to pro-
vide educational programs com-
mensurate with the child’s abilities
and ipabilities and to deal with emer-
gencies.

And now schools are faced not only
with the need to know. but a law
which requires that all youngsters
from three through 18 vears of age
who are physically or otherwise
health impaired (POHI be identified.

IN ADDITION to the conditions list-
ed earlier. this also includes children
with birth abnormalities such as a
club foot. those with muscular dys-
trophy. those recuperating from an
auto or other accident or drastic sur-
gerv and a number of other condi-
tions.

Until the mid 1960s. most suburban
sehool districts had few handicapped
children. according to John Molloy
Jr., director of pupil services for the
Bloomfield Hills Schoo!l District.

Previously. children with severe
physical conditions were taught by
teachers for the homebound or were
placed in private programs. usually
boarding schools.

“In the mid '60s. suburban school
districts began to get more sophis-
ticated and reaiized that many of
these voungsters could be handled in
a regular program.” Molloy explain-
ed

It seems logical that parents of
these children would notify the
schools of the problems and in manv
instances they do. but the recent
census conducted in the Birmingham

OCC sets film classes

Introduction to Film and Fundamen-

s of Cinematography are two of the
classes which will be offered by the
Communication Arts Department of
Oakland Commumly College. Orchard
Ridge Campus.

lmmc\lcuon to Film, a course in
the history and appreciation of the mo-
tion picture film to be taught by Dr.
Dan Greenberg. will involve studems
in discussions of feature-length films
viewed in class.

Nine feature films and 17 shorts. in-
cluding the original. uncut "King
Kong"; Fred Astaire and Ginger

Rogers's hit “Top Hat"; Humphrey
Bogart’s "Casablanca"; *'Bicycle
Thief"; Kurosawa's ‘‘Throne of

Blood™; and Mariene Dietrich's “The
Blue Angel.” will be shown.

‘The course may be elected as eiuer
Theatre 190 ,or Humanities 190, or

may be audited by those who are in-
terested but have no need for college
credit and desire an absence of exam-
inations and papers.

The course. which is worth three
credits, will be offered at five differ-
ent times: Tuesday or Wednesday af-
ternoons from 14 p.m., Wednesday
evenings from 710 pm. and
Thursday momings 9 a.m. to noon
and afternoons from 14 p.m.

For those whose interest in film
goes beyond viewing. the Fundamen-
tals of Cinematography course gives
students an opportunity to script.
shoot and edit both 8 mm and Super-&
mm film, utilizing the extensive range
of equipment available. This course
will be taught on Monday afternoons
from 14 p.m. and evenings from 7-10
p.m.

Ms. Gould promoted to MDMH assistant

i Rubyjean Gould. of Farmington
Hills, has been appointed executive as-
sistant with the Michigan Department
df Mental Health. according to its di-
rector, Donald Smith, MD.

+ Ms. Gould has been on the depart-
ment's staff since 1975. For the last
six months she has been a program
analyst for the. department’s south-
eastern region.

Before joining the regional staff.
she had been an analyst with the de-
partment's planning and evaluation
system and the alternative services
unit of the program development divi-
sion.

She has a BA degree in education

and an MA degree in public adminis-
tration from the University of Mich-
igan.

As execulive assistant, Ms. Gould's
responsibilities will include liason
with the governor’s office, the Mental
Health Advisory Council and Mich-
igan Association of Community Men-
tal Health Boards. special analytical
studies and assistance with regional
management activities.

The position was filled by Thomas
Jones. a resident of Okemos, who was
appointed in June to executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Plam\mg Council
for Dx

.
.

School District indicates that rthany

others do not.

ONE REQUIREMENT of the
census was to identify all handicapped
children in the school district.

When the census takers had con-

tacted 91 per cent of the families in _

the district. only 39 preschool children
had been identified as having handi-
caps.

The figure should be closer to 200
children. according to Herbert Baker.
director of guidance and pupil per-
sonnel services.

“Approximately 650 children enter
kindergarten each year." Baker said
*The basic minimum number of handi-
capped. proved by statistics. is 10-12
per cent of the population

*Ninety-one per cent of the families
were reached in the census. We will
reach 100 per cent. but we are no
where near 100 per cent of the handi-
capped.” he added

SOME HANDICAPS are not evident
until a child reaches school. but this
does not account for the numbers
Raker believes are in the community

NOR-WEST
ASPHALT

PAVING
COMPANY

who have not been reported to school
officials.

It could be that parents dont know
their child is handicapped or they
don't want to know or don't want to
talk about it. if they do know.” he
added. “'Parents in this community
have a great deal of dnmcullv accept-
ing a handicapped chil

fn order to locate me missing chil-
dren. the Junior League of Birming-
ham will work with the school district
as soon as school starts in September
in a communitywide “child find" ef-
fort.

“Right now. finding the three and
four year olds is critical.” Baker said
He said they will develop a plan for fu-
tare identification of the handicapped

Junior League members will help in
contacting parents of all three and
four vear olds. A developmental ques-
tionnaire will be sent to the parents
after the personal contact is made.

“THE LOGICAL thing to do is to
screen all three and four vear olds.
not just from a handicapped point of
view.” Baker said

Children who are identified as need-
ing special kinds of schooling will be
seen at the distriet's early schoo! as-
sessment clinic “to get a handle on
the kinds of programs needed.” Baker

said
Children with special needs usuall

are referred' to a teacher-counselor
who has “special skills a classroom
teacher doesn't have.” he added. The
classroom teacher and teacher<oun-
selor, working with the parents and
often the family doctor. provide pro-
grams and services to meet the
child’s needs.

Way Elementary Schoo! in
Bloomfield Hills'conducted a pilot pro-
gram during the 197677 vear in which
screening of each child identified 40
who received some kind of special
treatment.

The screening also revealed another
20 children with minima! soecial
needs. One example of special treat-
ment was having wheelchairs always
available for two children whn were
hemaphiliacs. to provide them with a

of.”

turned up 125 we needed to be aware
Molloy said.

This figure is in line with the 1012

per cent Baker cited as; statistics,

The Bloomfield Hills Schools™ child

Tind effort is part of a project called
SEED. special education early devel-
opment. Carmen Ziegler is in charge
of the SEED, project. Judv Brooks is
the coordinator.

““The most critical aspect of the situ-

‘ation is getting parents to share infor-
mation with the schoals.” Molloy said
“It is in the kids'
mgkes a difference in the service and
heip provided for them.”

best interest. It

more protected environment free of
possible jostling by other students.

“WE TAKE a comonsense ap.
proach.” Molloy said “We trv to walk
a tight line between providing reason-
able safeguards without making the
voungsters so conscious of their prob-
lems that it gets in the wav of the
educational program ™

Mollov expects that the screening
wilt be expanded to all buildings. but
he sees it as a three-vear program. A
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complete review of the 1.250 students
A Andover High School recently
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Beautify Your Bathroom!

Vihite culiured marble 1op with gold

veining integrated bowl and

bocksplash. Carefully handicrafted

white c¢cbinet. Foucets ovailable.
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Bathroom
Vanities

* Kiln-dried. smooth
sanded. ready-fo-f

*1"x8" and in
8 lengths

V-joints for easy
installation

* Reversible patterns

* Tongue-and-grooved
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Crossbuck Storm Doors ' I
* TEMPERED SAFETY GLASS 9
Perma-White @ finish aluminum door
with decorative scallops. black strap
hinges. Adjustable bottom expander,
litetime Oilite bearings. drip cap
header, push-button lock. Fully
weatherstripped. With screen
hordware. Right or left opening.
32x80"'x1" OR 34"
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