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Brouhaha developing over county

The managing director of the Oak-
Tand County Road Commission called

county government is by the con-

2 county board of commissioners deci-
sion to do away with the road commis-
Sion as the kind of thing arrived at by
“rule of whim."”

The- county board. by a 206 vote,
recommended an amendment to Pub-
lic Act 139 which would abolish the
county board of road commissioners.
The board also voted to disband the
parks and recreation commission.

Oakland County became the first
unified county government in Mich.
igan when its voters adopted Public
Act 139 in 1974. The act brought coun-
1y executive government to Oakland
County and brought a number of for-
merly independent boards and com-
missions under County Executive Dan-
iel t. Murphy. A number of commis-
sions, including roads and parks and
recreation, were left untouched by the
reorganization.

John L. Grubba, the commission’s
managing director. criticized the
board’s recent decision, ““Here a pub-
Jlie body- is seeking to extend its
.powers without giving the people a

-chance to say that is what they want.
e proper way to work for reform of

pi for county home
rle.”

“Then the people would vote on a
charter how they want the county or-
ganized,” he said. “The constitution
recognizes that a decision by the
people is a much different thing from
‘rule by whim' such as we now see in
the actions of 20 county board mem-

and the county executive.”

The Oakland County execuitve. how-
ever, asked, “Why are road commis-

-sioners made a special class of unrea-

chables, free to ignore citizen needs
with impunity, if that is their desire?"

“It'is in the area of accountability
that Act 139 needs strengthening. The
Legislature, as we all know. yielded
to heavy lobbying pressures when
amendments were being considered to
the act. Road commissions retained
their autonomous status, despite the
fact that they spend millions and mil-
lions of tax dollars each year.” Mur-
phy said.

Some members of the board oppos-
ing the abolition of the two independ-
ent commissions called the amend-
ments a move by Murphy to get more
power.

State adds several
‘«auto mechanic exams

. Sixteen more tests for certifying
-Michigan mechanics have been an-
nounced by the Secretary of State’s of-
:fice. These tests will cover six repair ;
-categories for heavy duty truck me-
;chanics, eight for auto and light truck
smechanics, one for motoreycle me-
“chanics and one for recreational trail-
-er mechanics.

- Test schedules and registration
forms bave already been distributed
to all registered repair garages in the

The engine repair and tune-up
exams will be October 1 and the front
end and steering sytems and braking
systems tests will be administered Oc-
tober 8. The automatic and manual
transmission tests as well as those for
rear and front axle repairs are set for
October 15. The tests for electrical sys-
tems and heating and air conditioning
are scheduled for October 22,

Tests for motorcycle repgir and rec-
reation trailers are set for October 29.
istration for those exams closes

-state, and to
offering mechanical training. Sched-
ules and registration forms are also
available at all Secretary of State
‘branch offices.

The heavy duty truck examinations
are scheduled for the month of Sep-
tember.. Registration deadline for
these tests is August 5.

The gasoline and diesel engine re-
pairs tests are scheduled for Septem-
ber 10. The drive train and braking
systems exams are set for September
17 and tests for suspension and steer-
ing systems and electrical systems
will be administered September 24.

The registration deadline for au-
tomobile and light trucks exams,
which are scheduled for the month of
October, is September 2.

Septernber 2.

Secretary of State Richard Austin
reminded that beginning in Jnauary
1978, every repair facility in the state
will be required to employ at least
one certified mechanic for each re-
pair service offered.

Franklin’s Almanack
lasted 25 years

Renjamin Franklin began pub-
lication of ““Poor Richard's Alma-
nack”™ on Dec. 19. 1732. Published
regularly for the next 25 years. the Al-
manack’s common-sense philosophy
and no-nonsense language won Frank-
Tieo"is first fame throughout the colo-
nies

Shenandoah Subdivision
1 Tequesta Drive at Tequesta Ct.
2 Tequesta Drive at Green Briar
3 Tequesta Drive at Par Valley Ct.
4 Tequesta Drive at Watergate
“ Potomac Village Subdivision

1 Perrytown at Culpepper
2 Perrytown at Bantry

Ride the Bus to VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Play, Pray, Praise, & Give Thanks is the theme of “Vaca-
tion Bible School at Covenant Baptist Church, 5800 West
Maple Road in West Bloomtield, August 1-5, 9:30-12:00.

Bus pick-up and drop-off of children in the following subdivisions
at the designated places and times. Your children will be very
welcome in our Bible school. For further info: 855-9191

1 Stratford at Bantry
Fox Run Green Subdivision
1 Shellingham at Patrick
2 Shellingham at Chestershire
3 Cedarhurst at Forestdale

Pick-up Drop-off

9:00 1215
9:10 12:20
9:15 12:28
9:20 12:30

The Planterra

1
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Greenhouses

Have just completed
interiorscaping the
“Renaissance Center”
the largest Hotel in the
world.

Grubba lashes back

Murphy countered, “In other areas
of the nation with the county execu-
tive form (of government) . .. road
policy. parks policy. and all other
major policy regarding taxpayer dol-
lars, is established by a legislative
body. "

It is not left to the whim and capr-
ice of an appointed group isolated
from the people,” he added.

Grubba also said that if the move to

abolish the road commission were suc-
cessful. the county would forfeit $16.5
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million of revenue from the state gas
and weight tax fund.

“In order to conduct a program
comparable to the road commission’s,
the county board would have to levy
$16.5 miltion of new taxes in the coun-
ty.” he said.

Michael Niemann, director of public
information for the county, said pre-
viously, however. that the county
could instantly save $500.000 by doing

away with tl'e road commission and
bringing its furietion umder the county
executive! b ¥

For the board's dments to Pub-
lic Act 139 to tal . though, they
must be dpprpyes he state fegisla-
ture. . i y

Grubba Said’ “Welirust the less-
whimsical leglslat ill consider all
aspects of the _before reaching

a decision.” e

Vertical mirror, now .. §132
Dresser. now ............ $431 vl
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YOU'LL BE THRILLED WITH THIS VIBRANT DESIGN BY DREXEL
AND EQUALLY COMFORTABLE WITH THE SALE PRICES!

RN
/T D
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Weekonds- IS DESIGNED TO FIT,
Witk EVERY SPACE AND
Observers EVERY TASTE! -~ & .
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Best Drexel's "Delray”...an exciting look-aﬁié‘vﬁy toadd a
new dimension to almost any room. Here are units that
Of boast today's youthful, casual litestyle, yet ofter your
home the traditional flavor and wim¥ for.
Both They have storage and display. space Jore and a
beautiful oak finish. All units are 78" high X §0Y2" wide
Worlds X 16" deep. e
Bookcase with 2 doors, teg. $249 .
Bookcase with desk unit, reg. $345
Open bookcase. reg. $195 e $156
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It doesn't happen often, but true “claesids” arés
still being born in the world of ﬁnMre!
"ACCOLADE" is such a collection. .. tim$ in
its contemporary styling...rich In'its ¥adtfional
1ip. You'll be enthralled with, the.
tion given to the finely detailed calimVy
generous storage space, the pecamsoﬂ’lh
figured pecan and pecky pecdn.vernrs

You are invited to visit
our greenhouses and
enjoy savingsupto 50%
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