eniors must hustle for fuel bill assist

By LYNN ORR

+ There’s some federal dollars avail-
able for paying high fuel bills from
last winter—bul most senior citizens
who may be eligible for the program
are unaware of its existence.

Both Rep. Wilbur Brotherton(R-
Farmington) and Nancy Bates, Farm-
ington  Area Commission on Aging
member. are worried that eligible sen-
ior citizens won't meet the Aug. 15
deadlino to qualify for the funds.

“I'm sure some of our senior citi-
zens qualify.” says Ms. Bates, but she
c\pccls “hundreds of thousands of do!-
Tars to be turmed back to the federal
government for lack of applicants.”

The application forms for the pro-
gram were just made available last
week. says Brotherton, who's arrang-
|ng to have them distributed at senior
citizen groups in th Zrea. But mean-
while he's concerned that the mes-
sage will fail to reach eligible citizens
before the deadline.

Applicants 65 years of age and older
with low incomes are being sought for
the federallyu funded program admin-
istered by the state of Michigan.

If seniors qualify. a payment of up
to $250 may be made directly to util-

ity suppliers ‘for oulstanding_bills
from last winter. Cash payments of
up to $50 may be made directly to sen-
for citizens without overdue bills who
nevertheless experienced fuel bill
hardships.

TO APPLY for the program eligible
senjor citizens must fill out an anpli-
cation and return it the Special
Energy Crisis Intervention Program
in Lansing. who can also supply sen-
for citizens with an application form.
The toll free number for information
is_1-800-202-5930. .

Forms will also be available at de-
partment of Social Services offices,
the area office’ on Aging. or Rep.
Brotherton's office in Lansing.

Eligible senior citizens must be 65
years of age or older who experieaced
financial need as a result of the high
fucl-utility cost last winter. and whose
“total household income was at or
lower than federal guidelines.

Income eligibility is as follows: at
or below $3.713 for single persons;
$1.913 for two-person families; $6.113
for three-person families; $7.313 for
four-person families; $8.513 for five-
person families; and $9.713 for six-
person families.

Another quesuon on the application
form asks if utilities or fuel supplies
were disconnected or threatened with
disconnection as of April 1. 1977; but

a “Yes" answer is not required to
qualnry for the prog

Fuel supply oompames ‘are being
asked to cooperate with the speclal
rogram, and unpaid balances remain-
ing after the federal payment may be
paid on a deferred payment program
with some supphers.

FUEL SUPPLlERS have also been
asked 10 assume a major role in 1dan~
tifying those senior citizens who
outstanding heating bills so that apph»
cations for assistance can be mailed
to them, according to Brotherton.

Ms. Bates hopes any eligible Farm-
ington area senior citizens are able to
apply for the program. but she is also
eritical of the low-income standards
needed for eligibility.

“The elderly in the suburbs are
really in a pinch,” she says. “They've
worked hard to acquire a little secu-
rity, but the economy keeps cutting
into that. They may own a house and
a car, but that doesn't mean their
cash-flow situation is any better.
‘They're often just getting by.”
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Senior citizens can be a little more relaxed next federal pot of money to help the with their fuel
time the scenery looks like this, knowing there’s a bills. But application deadline is Aug. 15.
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Candidates battle it out as election nears .

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

A waste of time and money was the
way two Farmington Hills City Council
candidates described a recent study
of the city’s recreation facilities and
needs at a pre-election meeting.

Other candidates added to the criti-
cism of the city’s operation by com-
menting on the feasability of senior
citizen housing and the desirability of
low income housing during Section
36s Homeowner's Association candi-
dates night. Thursday. Farmington
Hills* primary election is August 2.

Candidate Ben Marks. a Housing
Commissioner, laid the blame for a

“ludicrous™ recreation facility report
at the feet of City Mgr. George Major-
os and Recreation Director Doug Gay-

nor.

[ don't think they even saw the re-
port before they submitted it to coun-
cil arks said. “It's an insult to the
council.”

“MAJOROS AND GAYNOR should
be taken to task for it.” he said.

Incumbent  Earl  Opperthauser
agreed with Marks. Both announced
that lhE) were reluctant to pay for
the T

~1 rrankly think our money wasn't
well spent.” Opperthauser said.

Money which was earmarked for
the study “went down the rathole.” ac-
cording to the incumbent.

Bil} and Childs Associates, a plan-
ning consultant firm, submitted a
study which reiterated the results of a
1975 voter referendum, according to
Opperthouser. The study reccom-
mends the city develop small neigh-
borhood parks and a large regional fa-
cility.

Once developed. Farmington Hills"
recreation program should be avail-
able to all, according to Marks and
candidate Cathy Jones.

“There should be semeplace where
kids can go for free.” Marks said. He
noted that even area swimming facil-

Jeff Locklear strains at the bar during the chinn-
ing competition in the 10th annual Detroit Metropol-
itan Youth Fitness Meet, held ldst Thursday at Wil-

ities charged a feg.

Mrs. Jones, a teacher. agreed with
- Marks. She has passed out recreation
department fiyers for programs in
her classes.

WHEN THEY RECEIVED the
flyers many studeits said they want-
ed to join the program. Next day.
those same students came back with-
out the fees because their parents
couldn’t afford them.

“Their parents say ils too much
(money) to play.” she said.

Low income housing also took a
couple of knocksfrom the candidates.

Candidate Mel Paunovich adopted
his opposition to low income housing
as his main issue in the campaign. He
urgcd volers to look toward Southfield
's problems as an indication of what
could happen to Farmington Hills if
low income housing made its debut.

With federal funds will come feder-
al regulations. according to Paunav-
ich. “You know what's going to hap-
pen when the federal government
comes in and says this is your house
and you move in here. The houses
won'l be kepl up.” he said.

“I don't know where you can build
any humcs in this area for a low
cost.” Opperthauser said.

Senior citizens housing received sup-

port but candidates voiced dis-
approval of changing the city’s mas-
ter. plan.

nior citizens aren't bums or de-
relicts. They're people who have used
their savings for medical expenses.
They've had husbands and sons fight
in the war, "Jack Renauld said.

“I HAVE TWO acres and I want to
g0 on record as saying they can build
anything on it for senior citizens.” he

said.

One of the ways senior housing can
be reserved for members of the com-
munity and their parents is by build-
ing it with money received from sell-

ing bonds, instead of a federal grant,
according to Opperthauser. It would
still be possible to keep the rents
undor $200-$250 per month, he said.

1 stand solidiy behind seaior citi-
zen housing,” he said.

Fears that senior citizen housing
would cause property values to de-
crease are “‘poppycock.” accarding to
Opperthauser.

Candidate George' Robeids sup-
ported senior housing but had reserva-
tions about approving the sites that
have been proposed.

*“It’s nice to be for senior housing.if
its mid-rise I don't want it in my back-

yard." Roberts said. Building. senior -

apariments on Orchard Lake Road
would be undesirable.

“Who the hell wants to live on Or-
caard Lake next.lo a Rexall's drug

Store, Taco Bell and a gas station?”
he asked.

If an apartment for seniors was con-
structed, businesses would build
around it, he argued.

*T don’t want to see senior cmzen
hosuing all over the area” said
Marks. “But I don’t llunk that anyone
wants to see that.”

MARKS SUPPORT of a 60 foot high
mid-rise senior housing was op)
by Joe -Alkateeb. who urged the mas-
ter plan be followed.

“The Master Plan cost $67,000.
You've got to stop taking pot shots at
it. We're playing too many games
with the master plan,” Alkateeb said.

Farmington Hills needs to draw up
another master plan for the future.

listing the problems that need to be
solved, he said.

“Let's do it in a very systematic.
professional way.” he suggested.

His support of the present master
plan leaves room for supporting sen-
lur citizens housing, he added.

'm accused of being against sen-
ior citizens. That’s not true. I'm going
to be a senior citizen mysell someday.
I'm willing to sit down with William

gg and go over the problem with
him,” he said.

Twigg is the leader of the Nardi-
neers, a senior citizen group which ap-
plied for the zoning change so they
could build an elderly housing project
in Farmington Hills.

Joann (Jody) Soronen advocated
sticking to the master plan under the
threat of creating a “hodge podge" of

different zones in the city.

PRESSURE TO CHANGE the mas-
ter plan can come from other cities,
as well, she said. Therefore. Farm-
ington Hills ought to be aware of what
is_happening in" neighboring cities.

*High rise on our borders can cause
an increascd pressure on us o change
our zoning." she said.

Another source of ‘pressure to
change the zoning can come from per-
sons who are using semior citizens
housing as a lever to affect such
changes. according to Robert Anzlo-

var.

He advocated honoring the results
of the senior citizen survey. “There
are places in this city for the build-
ings and they should be built if that's
what the people want." he said.

Earning money with money
is part of treasurer’s job

¢
By LYNN ORR

Back in township days. more than
$1 million in township funds could be
found sitting in checking accounts, col-
lecting dust rather than mlerest’

But no longer do city treas
watch money sit. waiting for the bills
to come due. Municpal financing and
investing is big business. these da
as city treasurers and finance officers
attempt to earn money with money.

Farmington Hills Treasurer Girard
Miller's investment portfolio_runs an
average daily balance ran?mg from
$8-10 million. The city will recéive
and disperse more than $75 million
this fiscal year. Miller says. And it’s

Keep your chin up ' :

low Me(ropark near Flat Rock. The meet drew more

than 2,5000 youngsters from 53 Detroit area commau-
nities. For story and additional photo, see Section A,
“page. (Staff -photo by Gary Friedman)

his job to make sure the city is get-
ting the best possible return on the
money that doesn’t have to be immedi-
ately paid out.

A'new state law makes that job a
little more complicated for finance of-
ficers; but the law also may help
mues earn belter retums on in-

ments.
Essenl!ally a “housecleaning bill,”
Miller says, the law extends the list of
investments city can make,

“THE BILL makes our jobs more
difficult but gives us more
other investments,” sai's Miller,

member of the Michigan Municipal Fi-

nance Officers’ legislative committee.
Prior ‘to the legislation’s passage,
municipal funds investments were re-
stricted’ to- commercial bank certifi-
cates of deposit (such as certain ume
mmhcalei) U.S. Treasury i
(s h as bonds and notes); and Home
Loan bank bonds.
The new law opens the door to in-
vestments m 20 ad mnnl US.

‘);encm in %
alley Authnnly (TVA); Small Busx-
ness ~ Administration; federal land
banks; and the Federal National Mort-
gage “Assaciation, the most popular in-
vestment for municipalities across the
nation, Miller explains.

“Agency securities such as these
usually give a better return.” says
Miller.

“Those involved with the market
consider the agencies as ood as gold
as far as the principal risk.” he says,
although the returns on agency bonds
are less allr:ch\;e than a co;glle of
years- ago when fewer municipalities
were allowed in the field.

The Dbill also added commercial

lerPslatnrs a little nervous, Miller

COMMERCIAL PAPER consists 0(
technically - unsecured Em
notes of a private carporation. Undzr
the law, municipalities are restricted
to investments with Prime 1 rated cor-
porations and only 50 per cent of any

fund can be put into commercial pa-

per.

A corporation like General Motors,
for example, could borrow money
from a municipality with the promise

to the principal plus interest in no .
paymp nnllls. Unlike US.

more mne m
Treasury notes, there is no

lhaz the mnney will be repaid, Miller
says. But since pnvate \:orpnrauuru

with Prime 1 status have several lines
of credit, they are only *risky” in the
event of a Calastmphlc economic
crisis, he point
“I'm not all that exclted aboutrcom-
merical paper.” Miller says. “The
purely technical and fundamental
security of these investments is com-
%Emlwely weaker than that of US.
asury bills and fpnrhanps even com-
mercial bank certificates of deposit.”
Eln the laws restrictions virtually”
esting finance officer
lhal delaull |s unI%(ely. he adds.
The new alizes the in-
vestments of ITAIII‘ al [unds in Mich-
igan, which as been one of Miller's
goals since he arrived in Farmmgton
Hills a year ago after serving as a fi-
nance officer in, new Jersey.

“I'm not all that gungho about build-
ing up a big track record as the kid
who made $% million for lhe c:ty .
says Miller, who is just 26. “The gen-
eral opinion is that most municipal
treasurers are ultra-conservativé be-
cause e work in a political environ-
ment."”

WITH THE expertise available to
municipal treasurers and the restric-
tions on “investments, Miller would
argue with the theory that more per-
missive laws might result in chaos—
“the notion being that they ought not
to be entrusted with such permissive
authority for fear that they will inevi-
tably place funds in some ridiculous
semf:umy that goes the way of the

“I thmk it unfortuna(e that such
xists, and that the public
opmmn of the fi inance officer coutd be
so unfavorable.”
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l\.vmuld seem, however, that the'in-
vesaments of Farmington Hms’ tax-
payers’ money have suslamed good
track record with some exi p'wns

“Cerain funds compri: g%
cent of our investment mrlroh;A
tained a $50.000 paper loss in J: nuary
1977, despite the fact }}lal the in-
vestments were made in legally. prop-
er U.S. government securitie$ in
cordangg  with existing Michigan
law,” Miller says, emphasizing tl
hindsight often haunts a finance of-
feier.

“Had [ access to the right crysta
ball. we would have sold of%lhe entire
portfolio on Dec. 31. 1976. But running
counter to this short-term loss was
the fact that since July 1976, we had
amassed capital gains alone of more
Ihan $150.000 on the U.S. government
portfolio.™

Where does Miller get the funds to
invest in a long-term enterprise when
many of the city’s receipts must be
paid* out on a short-lerm basis?

One choose is wate; revenue funds.
Yor example, if the city wants to
build a water main. it's usuzlly neces-
sary to sell bonds to raise the money.
But since taxpayers are assessed for
the water main, over the years the
city will accrue funds in the water rev-
enue account. The bonds originally
sold to pay for the water main, how-~
ever, may not dated for matura-
tion (when the principal is repaid) for
some years down the road. .

As the city treasurer, it's Miller’s
]nh to invest those funds to the best
vantage.

ack in August, wethad about SI
million available in water revenue

(Continued on page 4A)

RIDE 'EM COWBOY

The Jaycees rodeo is-past his-
tory. but staff photographer
Gary Friedman was there to
capture some of its highlights.
Check page 8A to recall some of
the dustier moments or see
what you missed if you weren’t
among the crow:
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