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Residents reminisce about first job

By LYNN ORR

Perhaps they didn't
walk five miles to school
every day, but judging
from first-job anecdotes
of some Farmington resi-

“dents, latching onto to

that first paycheck was
as difficult in the 1930’s
and 40's as it is now.

His prowess in football
opened the door for Shel
Kavieff. sales engineer
for the Jervis B. Webb
Company.

“If paper routes don't
count, my first job was
working. on the export
docks at Briggs Manufac-
turing about 1840," says
Kavieff, a Farmington

Home of

Hills resident. “My foot-
ball coach got me the
job to toughen me up for
the season before I went
to the University of
Michigan.™

Working on the De-
troit river, Kaviefi's job
involved pushing car
bodies on dollies over a
corrugated deck for S0

~cents an hour.

“Jobs were very tough
to come by then, but
this job was dangerous,
which is why it was
available.” he says, add-
ing that a car body had
fallen on the man who
had the job before him.

A combination of the
midnight shift and the
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exertion usually caused
some problems.

“I slept by my stop on
the bus all the time." he
says.

DELORES  SCHEV:
LIN. a member of the
Farmington Players

Community Theatre, ex-
plains her first paid the-
atrical job came through
the Somerset Dinner
Theatre; but she earned
her first paycheck in
New York in 1847.

“I was fresh out of
school and got the usual
clerical work in an of-
fice,” says Ms. Schevlin.
“I went to an employ-
ment agency. which got
a week’s salary for find-
ing you a job. and they
found me a position for
§27 a week.”

“Like everyone else,”
she says. most of her sal-
ary went back into her
parents’ hands to pay
for her room and board,
and she bought clothes
and lunch with what was
left. A clerical job with
Ford  Motor Inter-
Division
brought her to the De-
troit area where she met
her husband. “My life’s
been much more inter-
esting ever since.” she

*quips.

FARMINGTON
H A M-
BER of Commerce presi-
dent Ed Balden's was in
the 1930's when he be-
came an assistant to a
milkman on a horse-
drawn milk wagon.

“1 was on the Dexter
Boulevard ~ route” in
eighth grade, trying to
make some _ exira
money.” says - Balden.
Working for the Detroit
Creamery. he'd ride the
carriage and jump off
and on the wagon be-
tween 68 am. for 50
cents a day.

*“That was my first of-
ficial job,” he remarks.
“Before that. I'd ring
doorbells and remove
ashes from basement
coal furnaces.”

In high school, Balden
got a job for a national
foodstore chain, clerking
behind the counter, and
retail has been his field
ever since.
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career in oil in 1948, and
he’s still with the oil
business as a Wholesale
representative for Mara-
thon Oil Company. when
he’s not chairing Farm-
ington  school  board
meetings. N

I went to work on my
16th birthday for an oil
company in  Toledo—
canned oil, cut weeds, a
general handyman for
two summers.

“In college. 1 was the
general  maintenance
man and  cabinet
maker's assistant for a
small school district,”
he says. “My first full-
time job was two years
in the army.” [ probably
couldn’t tell you what 1
make today. but my

| Carrier
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Farmington

Steven McGouish, son‘of
Neil-and Terry McGouish
of 33635 Quaker Valley,
Farmington Hills, was
selected Carrier of the
Month for July. Steve, 14,
will complete two years as
a Farmington Observer
carrier this September, de-
livering the twice-a-week
paper to subseription hol-
ders on Lyneroft, Harlan,
and Ramble Hills: Steve
will enter North Far-
mington Senior High as a
sophomore this fall.

If you want to
a Farmington Carrier,

Call
261-3800

first Joh was for 80 cents
an_hou

Farmmglun attorney
Donald Harms  also
began his career in’
Ohio. as an assistant
greenskeeper in
Baypoint, where he
worked 10 hours a day,
seven days a week for
$60 a week plus his
room in 1960.

“After college, I got
married and went to law
school at night,” he ex-
plains, while working for
the City of Detroit as a
housing aide during the

y.

He believes his green-
skeeper work schedule
compares to his present
work load, but there’s a
difference.

“When you're working
for yourself, you're
doing it because you
want to do it,” he says.
“When it's a job to earn
money, you don't feel
the same about it as
your lifetime work—the
‘hours arent as noti-
cable."”

BEA  SCHOFIELD,
secretary to Farmington
School Supt. Lewis Schul-
man, started her career
in the same field she’s
happily pursuing now,
but working behind a
soda fountain got her
the first opportunity.

“I had just graduated
from high school where
I had taken a business
course, and worked tem-
porarily at a soda foun-
tain in Greenup. Ky..”
Mrs. Schofield explains.

A man who knew my
family  recommended
me as court stenogra-
pher for Judge Coldiron,
and I loved every min-
ute of it. After I was
married, we moved to
Mississippi, but when I'd
come,back here back on
vacation, they always
asked me to come back
to work there.”

Descibing Judge Cold-
iron as a “typical Ken-
tucky colonel who was
straight that he
over  back-
she went o
work in his office for $7
a week in 1936. Taking
depositions in the office
for an extra $3 boosted
her pay to $10 a week,
which  most  men
couldn’t earn at that
time. Mrs. Schofield ex-

fains.

Free-lance writer Iris

derson Jones also
got her start in a life-
long career in her first
job.

! “I was 16 and I got a
job as a reporter with
the Powell River News
in British Columbia,
writing just about any-

But her first day on
the job was the hardest.

“You know how edi-
tors like to rag new re-
porters. I walked in and
he said to me ‘S0 you
want to be a news-
person. Well, ['ve got
four pages to fill, so go
out and fill 'em.”

Ms. Jones went out
and did just that, but
“of course, he was only
ribbing me—it took him
all summer te use up
those stories.”

As a reporter, the

- and find out

GRAND OPENING

s resi-
denl earned under $15 4
week, which compares
pretty well to freelan-
cing, she quips. Her lat-
est efforts includes
“Early North American
Dollmaking,” and Ms.
Jones writes newspaper

Hope has
first VBS

and magazine articles
for the Detroit News sup-
plement and other pub-
lications.

ALSO IN the pub-
lishing business. Farm-
ington resident Marga-
ret Halava didn't expect
to wind up in the busi-
ness world.

“l was in the Mich-
igan State University
Music School when my
father pulled me out in
my junior year and put
me in business school,
saying it was his best in-
surance policy,” says
the curgumle vice-presi-
dent of employee rela-
tions for the Observer
and Eccentric news-
papers.

“In those days you

didn’t question; you just .

did. So I did it as quick-
ly as possible and then
taught music in both pub-
lic and private schools.”

When World War 1I
came along, Ms. Halava
found a job in a labor re-
lations office for §15 a
week and was ecstatic
with a2 §1 a week raise
after a year's employ-

ment.

“1 fell in love with
that job and never went
back to public school
teaching.” she admits,
climbing the secretarial
ladder ~ from clerical
worker to stenographer
to secretary and earning
her Certified Profes-
sional Secretary certifi-
cate, similar to a Certi-
fied Public Accpuntant
designation. /m
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