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Opper‘thauéer top vote-getter m primary

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

In a primary election dominated by
absentee voles. incumbent Earl Op-
perthauser. Catherine Jones. Housing
Commissioner Ben Marks and Jo Ann
Soronen caotured the top four of eight
spots for the Farmington Hils City
Council fall election.

Opperthauser captured first nlace .

with 16 per cent of the total vote in a
primary marked by a tumout of enlv
nine per cent of the registered vaters,
Of 2898 votes cast Tuesdav. 1145 were
absentee ballots. |

From the 25 precincts in Farm-
ington Hills. Opperthauser gamered
1569 votes. Out of that number. 701
votes were cast for Opperthauser
through absentee ballots,

Overall votes for the city olaced
Catherine Jones second in the ballot-
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ing with 1412 votes. 14 per cent of the
total. Again. the absentee voters re-
fected the city's overall choice by giv-
ing Mrs. Jones 631 votes. putting her
second in their list of winners.

Housing Commissioner Ben Marks
placed third in the city and with the
absentee voters.

HE TOOK 124 or 132 per cent of
the votes in the city: 622 votes were
through absentee ballots.

Fourth place in the eight person
election ballot went to Jo Ann Soro-
nen, who gamered 1250 or 12.7 per
cent of the overall vote. Absentee
voters disagreed with the general pop-
ulace and gave her fifth-place with
3% votes.

Incumbent Robert Amori. who was
chosen last year to fill the spot left by
Oakland County Commissioner Robert
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Cemetery, as well as a

A painted signature on the water tower at the rear of the Qak
reward, may help Farmington police in

*in

0'Connel. came in fifth in the city and
fourth through absentee ballot. City-
wide. Amori gathered 1101 or 11.2 per
cent of the votes. .
* George Roberts became eligible for
the election when voters put him in
sixth place with 730 or 7.4 per cent of
their votes.

Former Farmington Hills Council of
Homeowmers President Jihad (Joe) Al-
kateeb. placed seventh with 667 or 63
per cent of the votes.

Last among the eligibles was Rob-
ert Anzlovar who came in eight place
with 584 or 59 per cent of the total
vote.

Melvin Paunavich and Jack
Renauld were stricken from the list of
eligibles when voters sent them to the
last two- spots, on the ballot. B

PAUNAVICH. a member of the

It’s going to cost Citv of Farm-
ington taxpayers $1.8%0 to repair the
extensive damage caused by vandals
in Oakwood Cemetery last week. But
city officials hope that a $250 reward
might help police apprehend those re-
sponsible for broken and broken grave-
markers.

Farmington City Council voted ear-
lier this week to offer the reward for
information leading to the aporehen-
sion and conviction of those involved

i 63 in the

their search for vandals responsible for almost $2,000 worth of dam-
age in the city-owned burial place. -

Whe pays?

Is there a limit to the financial obli-
gation of the City of Farmington to
care for city-owned cemeteries? That
question is expected to confront city
council in the next few months be-
cause of recent vandalism in Qakland
Cemetery on Grand River®

The city will spend almost $2,000 to
repair the damage done by unknowri
vandals.

City Mgr. Robert Deadman wants

to relieve the city of that responsi- .

bility in the future. .
Setting up -funds to collect interest
for perpetual care -is one alternative
being weighed. he says.
“I'd like to get it all together as a
- package and bring it back in the next
few months,™ he told the council Mon-

day night.

City Clerk Nedra Viane and Farm-
ington resident Robert Cook have
been compiling cemelery records, a
tough job since the some graves date
back to the early 1800's.

“We really have a lot yet to do, but
we're irying to bripg the records up
to date—as to who's buried where and
who owns the lots,” says Ms. Viane.

Lost records also makes the job
more difficult.

LOT OWNERS are responsible for
the monuments. says Ms. Viane; but
many owners are probably unaware
that” they're responsible for the
graves.

Deadman isn't sute when the city
acquired the cemetery, but one result
of the records search has been the dis-
covery (hat between 8090 of the
grlf:lves sites are empty and could be
sold.

The city also has con(emplaged buy-
ing the land next to the cemetery to
extend the number of 2vailable plots.
But sefting up a maintenance fund
plan and locating as many lot owners
as possible has top priority, he added.

city-owned cemetery. located on
Grand River near Gill Rd.

“What happened here doesn't often
happen without someone knowing
about it,” says City Mgr. Robert Dead-

. man.- Public Safetv Director Dan

Bymes. agrees.

“Qbviously a lot of people know
about it.” he says. “Things like this
don’t happen without people bragging
about it.” )

‘The $250 reward also may provide a
deterrent to vandalism. he hopes.

“Those involved will be forewarned

Southfield Police Department. came
in last with 376 or 38 per cent.

Jack Renauld garnered 4.3 oer cent
of the votes to settle into ninth place.
He received 428 votes.

In spite of the sparse turnout at the
precints. absentee voters took advan-
tage of the city clerk’s office’s new
practice of sending out applications in
the mail for the orimarv vote. Al
though the clerk’s office sends out ab-
sentee vote applications for major
elections. Tuesdav marked the first
time the forms were mailed in prepa-
ration for a primary to residents who
are at least 60 years old.

At the precincts. voter tarnout
ranged from 32 votes in the 22nd pre-
cinct. which gave Ben Marks their top
vote to 151 votes in the 20th precinct,
where Jo Ann Soronen was the cham-
pion votegetter.

St: provides that a certain
amount of money can be recovered
from parents of juveniles found re-
sponsible for the damage.

The city has undertaken the cost of
repairing monuments that were push-
ed over and broken. Allen Monuments
and Vaults, Inc.. wil complete reair
work by the fall. Deadman savs.
Price for labor and material is $30
per monument. for a total cost of
$1.8%0. Monuments will be set uo and
sealed. Roll markers and slabs will be
repaired as well as possible. and old
cormer lot posts will be removed if
damaged.

Although the Jaycess offered to help

with repairs, Deadman believes the re-,

pair job is too big for a volunteer
group to tackle.

City council waived the bid orocess
for the repair job in “the best inter-
ests of the citv." Deadman says. It
would be a difficult and costly job t6’
write soecifications for each mon-
ument to be repaired. he saidains.
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the shady walkway in Oakwood (Iemele?zri on Grand River—evidence

of the damage caused by unknown van

by Harry Mauthe)

15 percent need aid

that if others have i lion about
the event. they may be willing to in-

_form the authorities.” he says.

MOﬁEITHAN one person was in-
wvolved in’ the destfuctive spree. police
belleve. An automobile was used to

« crash’ through the gates resulting in

further damage.

If the vandals are apprehended. city
intends to recoup some of the cost of
the repair work.

“We can prosecute on criminal
charges, and if they're convicted. the
judge might award restitution.” Dead-
man says. “If not. we can sue in civil
court.” .

Dudley-Christie clash
provokes resignation

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY
Farmington Hills Mayor Joan Dud-
ley swooped down on the city housing
commission’s election night study ses-
sion to ask for Commissioner Bernard
Christie’s resignation for publicly re-
leasing its the senior citizen survey be-
fore city councilmembers saw it. |
Christie offered to comply with Mrs.
Dudley's request, but the Farmin,
Hills City Council will have the final
word on formally asking the commis-.
sioner to resign. o :
“You asked for my resignation and
you have it as of now,” Christie an-
" swered. He sat out the rest of the ses-
sionon the sidelines._
Mrs. Dudley’s appearance at the ses-
sion was triggered by a report from a
Farmington Hills -administrative as-

sistant that the results of the senior
citizen survey had been released to

the newspapers without the knowledge -

of officials.

TAKING THY, release of the infor-
mation as an insult to city council,
Mrs. Dudley entered the meeting to
‘ask the informant to contact her. She
expressed fears that the resulls of the
survey would be manipulated by vari-

tive causes.
“It can be tilted. It's can be swi-
veled. It's a hot issue,” she seid.
“I don’t feel that how it was obtain-
ed shows respect to the governing
body.” she “added.
At first, Christie said he thought

ous factions fo support their respec-

someone may have read the results

over his shoulder at a meeting. °

Christie has been a dissident on the

ing commission, complaining that

he ‘was"excluded from meetings and

was left uninformed. about some of
theT‘E;bup's actions.

- first time I saw this question-
nafre was last .week,” he said, in-
dicating the survey results. “There
was a questionarre on the front page
-of the Observer that I was unaware
prita -

After. complaining to the Farm-
ington - Observer that he was left out
of somié of the decisions, Christie said
that other members "of the housing
commission-avoided talking to him. -

“Nb cotncil persons has talkeli to

me after that article'in the paper.” he
said. - M
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Is last week. (Staff photos

Commission stands firm
on senior housing push

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

After reviewing the results fo the
Farmington Hills senior citizen sur-
vey. city housing commission mem-
bers decided to endorse an ordinance
which would provide for senior citizen
housing in- the city. B

They will bring the results of that
survey to the city planning commis-
sion at 8 p.m. Thursday in the Farm-
ington Hills City Council's chambers.

Survey resulls showed that about 15
per cent of the elderly in Farmington
Hills need help in maintaining a home
in the city, according to Adminis-
tralive Assistant Michael Dornan.

Although 51.7 per cent of the 783 sen-
fors who answered the city's survey

said they were without need for imme- _

diate assistance, Housing Commission-
er Tom. Czubiak wanted to move to
help the minority.

‘There will be more elderly and high-
er inflation in the future, according to
Czubiak. If the present need for senior
housing is left unfulfilled, there will
be a greater demand on the city in
the future to produce an answer to the
problem, he said.

Most of the seniors who answered
the survey are at least 60 years old
and wanted-to stay in the city.

There are 3,701 elderly households
in Farmington Hills. Of these, 2.760 re-
ceived the questionnaire, according to
Dornat. *

* MOST OF THE seniors indicated in

the write-in portion of the survey that
they would stay in the city if the tax
rate didn't force them to leave. Dor-
nan said. -

In spite of the number of senior citi-
zens who replied that they were in
good financial shape. the commission-
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cism,
On the basis of the exeperience of
the data processers. there is some
proof that its common for the elderly
to indicate no needs as a matter of

ers looked at the figures with skepti-

(Continued on page 2A)

That's Response!

Just ask G. Lewis about the response

Youll be surprised at the quick results
vou'll et when you advertise vour car in
our classitied pages.

CUTLASS (90 21,000 mile, veici
mal owner, new Tifetime hattery. Per
fect cunditon.

You'll be surprised at the quick results
vou'll get when you advertise your car in
our classitied pages.
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