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Local chiefs strafe Spreen’s slap

By MARY CONNELLY-SZCZESNY

Oakland County Sheriff Johannes
Spreen became a verbal target of
local police chiefs this week after ac-
cusing the departments of hindering
the murder investigations of four Oak-
land_youths.

Spreen. in a speech delivered in At-
lanta. Ga.. said the homicide in-
vestigation was plagued by (ragmenla
tion and “inter-departmental” jea-
loustes.

Authorities are trying to. solve the
kidnap murders of Timothy King of
Birmingham, Kristine . Mihelich of
Berkley. Jill Robinson of Royal Oak
and Mark Stebbins of Ferndale.

Police chiefs involved in “in-
vestigating the crimes accused Spreen
of being politically motivated. of pick-
ing a poor example to push for unified
police efforts and labeled his attack
unwarranted.

“That dummy." said Franklin Po-
lice Chief Frank Wilson. who entered
the investigation when Kristine Mihel-
ich’s body was found in Franklin in
January.

“The jealousy and enviousness is on
his part because the local chiefs won't
go along with him on creating on Oak-
land County heirarchy. What he wants
is a metropolitan police department,
and the chiefs dont trust him.

"It raises my ire no end." Wilson
added. ““He's a political opportunist.
He did this for political reasons. It
could hamper the investigation and is
_very illtimed.”

BIRMINGHAM POLICE Chief Roll-

Spreen’s campaign for more unified
police efforts, said the sheriff’s criti-
cism of the task force investigation
did not deal with reality.

Birmingham joined the multi-juris-
dictional Oakland County Homici
Task Foree after Timothy King of Bir-
mingham was murdered in March.

*“You have to be realistic.” Tobin
said. “We don't have a metropolitan
government, so you have to go with
what you have.

“Much of the speech is correct.
There is fragmentation. But I'm deal-
ing with reality. 1 feel the task force
utilized the present situation as best
they could.

1 don't think we bungled it. I think
it's unfortunate that he used the task
force as an example of a need for a
metropolitan government.”,

Tobin added that the Law"Enforce-
ment  Assistance  Administration
{LEAA), which is underwriting the
major task force costs, is usmg the
homicide investigation as a “multi-ju-
risdictional model.”

ASKED ABOUT Spreen’s allegation
that half the tips collected during the
five days of Timothy King's dis-
appearance had to be remveshgated
Tobin said the second look was not
due to bungling.

“We felt we should go back over
those tips just to make suré so there
would be no criticism.” Tobin said. de-
seribing it as a “'checks and balance™
exercise. “We've checked and rech-
ecked many, many areas.

1 know Mrs. King and her husband
must feel very bad about this in the
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no doubt in their minds we handled
this to the best of our ability.”

THE "TROY Police - Department.
vtich came under fire from Spreen
for not calling in crime lab tech-
nicians when Jill Robinson’s body was
discovered along 1-75, would make no
comment on Spreen’s allegations.

Michigan State Police Lt. Robert
Robertson. in charge of the task force
investigation, also refused comment.

Southfield Police Chief Milton Sack-
ett issued a 300-word statement criti-
cizing Spreen Tuesday.

Spreen charged that Southfield had
failed to call in county and state
crime lab technicians when Mark Steb-

MILTON SACKETT

cized the department for removing his
clothes.

““It is obvious Sheriff Spreen has not
taken the time to be properly ap-
prised of the facls surrounding the in-
vestigation,” Sackett said.

“HIS CRITICISM is unwarranted
and is without basis and demonstrates
a lack of his personal knowledge of
this investigation.'

Sackett defe: Southfield's crime
laboratory. exisiting since 1959, stat-
ing they conducted the crime scene
Search with the aid of the Ferndale
Police Department and the Oakland
Colinty Medical Examiner.

“The body was removed with the ap-

in Tobin, while not ecriticizing

Sheriff touched a nerve

By JOE MARTUCCI

Oakland County Sheriff Johannes Spreen has
long been an advocate of unified police efforts.
And he ‘has said before that small local depart-
ments with limited resources are hard pressed to *
solve major crimes.

But the speech he delivered last week touched a
sensitive nerve among law enforcement officials,
causing some to retaliate with comments about
Spreen they had preuously kept private.

The speech. entitled “The Child Killer In-
vestigation (A Case of Fragmentation at its
Worst), was delivered Friday in Atlanta. Ga.. at
a police conference. -

Spreen charges in the address thal the in-
vesligation into the kidnap-murders of Timothy
King, Kristine Mihelich., Jill Robinson and Mark
Stebbins has been hindered by “the folly of frag-
mentation.”

He also cites examples of what he depicts as

“inter-departmental jealousies™ and outright
errors.

Concerning the slay1n§ of 1l-year-old Timothy.
ng of Birmingham. Spreen states:

“During the early stages of the King homicide.
numerous bits of information were lost forever
due to inadequate reporting procedures anc unfa-
miliarity to the cases.

A major problem inilially was 2 lack of coordi-
nation between the agencies involved. Informa-
tion was not shared. offers of assistance were re-
fused. each investigator jealously guarded the
identity of his suspects in order to be the one to
crack the case.

“In addition, at this early stage. some depart-
ments were virtually using the Oakland County
Homicide Task Force as a training experience for
their personnel. Chiefs were committing rookie de-
tectives and patrol officers to investigate the
homicides and were rotating their personnel peri-
odically to allow everyone to participate in the in-
vestigation.

“SOME OF THE officers never had a chance to
become familiar with all the cases, yet they were
burdened with the responsibility of catching the
killer.

*The mere fact that some of the investigators
were inexperieaced resulted in the improper elimi-
nation of some suspects. Recently. the task force
was forced to review all of the tips that were sub-
mitted during the five-day period that Timothy
King was mlssmg and had to reinvestigate almost
half of them.”

Spreen. however. credits the task force with “a
commendable job." And he concedes it was

“formed hurriedly . . . and is battling against all
the individual -and "departmental quirks that are
symptoms of the chronic fragmentation of law en-
forcement."

But at the same time. he adds:

“The work of the task force was hampered
from the start by many problems. It was discov-
ered that one jurisdiction charged with the in-
vestigation had virtually no reports and in anoth-
er jurisdiction, evidence had been misplaced and
mishandled.

“The investigative team was forced to in-
vesuga(e one of the slayings from the very begin-

Another agency was reluctant to submit
lhexr report to the task force.™ Spreen later identi-
fied this agency as Troy.

THE SHERIFF criticizes the Southfield and
Troy police departments for not callmim crime
lab technicians when the bodies of Mark Stebbins
and Jill Robinson were- discovered.

“Although the state police maintain two relative-

press.” Tobin added. *'I hope there is

ly close erime labs and the Oakland County Sher-
iff's Department also has an excellent crime lab,
none was cailed to process the scene (where Steb-
bins was found).

“By the time the investigator from the Oakland
County Medical Examiner's Office had arrived.
the body had been moved from its original posi-
tion.

“The body was them transported to the South-
field Police Department rather than directly to
the Oakland County Morgue. The clothes were
taken off the body at the Southfield Police Depart-
ment. When the body finally arrived at the mor-
gue. it was devoid of all clothes.

“No one really knows what might have been
found at the scene had proper crime scene pro-
ccdums been followed and a crime lab been pre-
sent.”

Spreen also says a crime lab was not called in
when the body of Jill Rebinson was found in Troy
in December 1976. He states that local depart-
ments refused to participate in a **coordinated ef-
fort with county and state police™ after the Robin-
son and Stebbins slayings.

REFERRING TO THE Mihelich

Spree says:
“*As the body of the Mihelich girl was deposnted
in a very small community (Franklin) with only
a five-man department. many problems in pro-
tecting the crime scene arose at the outset.

"Traffic onlookers, responses of many local de-
partments. media. etc.. created confusion. The
chief of the five-man department; having no per-
sonal experience in homicide investigation. turned
the investigation over to the state police, who
then requested assistance from area depart-
ments.”

Spreen reserved his harshest criticism for Oak-
land County Prosecutor L. Brook Patterson, who
acted as a task force spokesman for a period
after the Mihelich slaying. Spreen is a Democrat:
Patterson is a Republican.

“The politically-ambitious prosecutor seized
this oppertunity and assumed the role of coordi-
nating the investigation. The media agpeared to
also award the prosecutor this role by guoting
hxm widely in print and on the radio and TV.

“He received extensive publicity when he sum-
moned from Ontario. Canada, a crime lab expert
in order to attempt to lift fingerprints from the
bodies of murder victims. This . . . was question-
able, since the sh i fi's deparlment had an equal-
ly_qualifed expe:

The sheriff suggests that lhe ideal solution to
in-
effective and costly law enrorr:emcm is forma-
tion of countywide police -departments.

But he dismisses this as impractical.

“MAYORS, CITY managers. township super-
visors and police chiefs are reluctant to relinquish
their power.

Instead. he advocates formation of ‘“major
crime units™ on the county level to assist local de-
partments.

“I urge every progressive sheriff and police
chief to consider a coordinated effort. yet keeping
accounlablhly at the local level of government.

“The sheriff can provide this coordination in
the form of a major crimes unity with countywide
jurisdichion, manned by the best investigators in
the county to be deputized and mobilzied upon the
occurrence of any infamous crime within the coun-
ty to assist and .support local jurisdicitons.

“As sheriff. I have consistently pointed out the
evils and problems of fragmented law_enforce-
ment. Here we see how our county citizens are

paying the price of the folly of fragmentation.”

slaying.

bin's body was discovered and eriti-

proval and in the presence of an as-
sistant medical examiner.” Sackelt
said. “The clothing was taken immedi-
ately to prevent any further con-
tamination of possible trace evi-
lence.”

Sackett accused Spreen of criti-
cizing the local department *in an ef-
fort to further his own political inter-
ests.”

*“It is high time the citizens of Oak-
land County recognize that local en-
forcement agencies do not need the du-
plichtion of law enforcement services
which is constantly being forced on
them by the county shenﬂ at their ex-
pense,” Sackett said.

Observer & Eccentric .
the best of both worlds.

HEARING AIDS-30 DAY TRIAL
GRAND OPENING
DOBRIK HEARING AID SERVICE

staff of Frank Hurst and Nathan Lipson-25 good
reasons for coming to Dobrik, 25 years of com-
bined experlence to help you. You can wear your
hearing ald for 30 days vefore you decide to buy
it. We can help. Giveus acall.
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We would like to announce the addition to our For Month of August
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ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME...

...Somebody offered a full-service
equipment & supply store for the
handicapped?

SOMEBODY HAS
FIRST MEDICAL SERVICES CORP.

Hospital Beds —Oxygen —Wheel Chairs —Soft Goods —Walkers

22920 LAHSER RD. {Opp. Plum Hollow Golf Course —S. of 9 Mile)
Ample Parking in Rear —355-5224
Medicare —Blue Cross —Medicaid —355-5226
Accepl

\

OPEN HOUSE FORR.N.sand L.P.N.s
WHO IS INVITED?
Experienced R.N.sand L.P.N.s
HY ARE YOU INVITED?
To tour and learn about opportunities available in. the
ntevgfcmldren‘s Hospital and share refreshments with our
stai
* Pediatric specialty unlls (ICU, Dialysis, Newborn, E.R., Short Stay,
Burn, Medical, Surgical
® University affiliated refevral center
econd largest pediatric hospital in the U.S.
eautiful new building -modern equipment
00-acre medical campus -attractive and safe surroundings
ree garage parking, connected to the hospital
xcellent new salary range
pportunity to become a nurse specialist
Continuing education programs
@ INCENTIVE BONUS OF $500 FOR R.N.§ WITH 2-YEARS EX-
PERIENCE IN ICU, DIALYSIS OR PEDIATRICS (offer ends Seplem—
ber1,1977)
® An equal opportunity employer

WHERE ARE YOU INVITED?
CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF MICHIGAN
IN THE DETROIT MEDICAL CENTER
3901 Beaubien Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48201

WHEN ARE YOU INVITED?
Sunday, Augus! 7,1977

1:00p.m. t0 5:00 p.m.
R.S.V.P. 494-5383
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 DOBRIK HEARING AID SERVICE

1383 N. Woodward Bloomiield Hils 335-9252 23077 Greentield (Advance Bidg.)

e s
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27000 Telegraph Ra. al 12 Mie
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LIVONIA
29150 W.7 Mite Ad. at Middletell

569-4330 iEast of Lvoma Ml
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