Before he died

‘Thursday, August 4, 1977

(F—llA} (8) 13A

Greg’s Disneyland dream came true

By BARBARA UNDERWONOD

Greg Walsh spent much of his
young life dreaming of a trip to Dis-
ney World. When it seemed least
fikely to happen. his dream came
true.

Greg. 15. and his mother. Maureen
Walsh. went to Disney World on Julv
§. They came home on July. 8. Greg
died the next day after a seven-vear
battle against cancer which had hospi-
talized him more than once.

His dream trip became more than a
dream when Jo Gillard of Bloomfield
Hills learned of his illness. Grea's e
mother is a student in Mrs. Gillards
office worker training class at the Bir-
mingham Center for Continuing Edu
cation.

When Greg was hospitalized in
May. Mrs. Walsh explained to Mrs.
Gillard. why she would be absent
from class. X

“The prognosis was that Greg had
three to six months to live because of
two massive brain tumors.” Mrs.
Walsh said Tuesday.

“MRS. GILLARD asked me if there
was anvthing *Greg wanted that she
could help with. T said. ‘Yes. but
there is nothing you can do about it.’

Road bmldmg cost $2.5 million B -

™ Mrs. Walsh continued. referring to
the cost of the trip. .

Mrs. Gillard told Mrs. Walsh.”
“We'll work on it if he gels to the
pmnt where he could handle the trij

“1 assumed that was as far as it
would go."” Mrs. Walsh recalled. But
as Greg rallied again. Mrs. Gillard
asked his mother to check with the
doctor about the possibility of makmg
the trip.

“The doctor said it would be lhe
best thing in the world for him.” Mrs.
Gillard said. When she heard that,
Mrs. Gillard mobilized a money-rais-
ing effort which produced $1.500 be-
tween a Friday and a Wednesday.
enough for the trip. a dress for Mrs.
Walsh for her sons funeral and
clothes for Greg to be buried in.

“I have had an experience.” Mrs.
Gillard said Tuesday. “1 feel God was
with us all the way. It has been a
pleasure to help this woman and her
son.”

WHILE MRS. Gillard master-
minded the arrangements. dozens of
other people assisted.

Before she knew whether her plan
was going to roll or net. Mrs. Gillard
made airline reservations for Mrs.
Walsh and Greg. The veople at the
Eastern Airlines vacation planning
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with a cost to the city of nearly

Funding for the projects also comes from the

seclmn
$2.5 million 1-6%.
$134,000.

. US 24 west:
LOCAL STREET construction includes soil

desk were “‘absolutely fantastic.” she
said. They told her she would need at
Teast $1.000.

Throughout the money-raising.
Greg's identity was kept anonymous.
People were told only that money was
being raised to send a terminally ill
boy to Disney World.

A group of students in-her class de-
cided to have a three-day garage sale.
Students contributed items to be sold
and the sale eamed $150. Parishoners
at Church of Christ in Troy took up a
collection and raised $88.

One church member said she owned
a travel agency and would like to do
somettang. Diplomat Travel Service

* donated Greg's flight.

PARISHONERS AT Our Lady
Queen of Martyrs in Beverly Hills
raised $500 and the St. Vincent De-
Paul Society added $150.

Some students in Mrs. Gillard's
class donated a day’s pay to the grow-
ing fund.

“Before we knew it we had $1.300."
Mrs. Gillard said. It just came in.”

In addition. she contacted Common

Ground about a wheelchair and was.
directed in turn to the Community-

House in Birmingham which donated
one. The airlines arranged for a rent-

landscaping.

ed car in Florida and the Royal Plaza
Hotel at Disney World made sure
Mrs. Walsh and Greg had first-floor

ms..

“It just seemed like ever_vlhi.ng fell
into place,” Mrs. Gillard said. “Some
‘people said it couldnt be done be-
j cause we didn't have enough time.

“1 told them there wasn't any time,
! that we had to do it now and everyone
was with us 100 per cent of the wav.”

Mrs. Walsh waited until a short
time before she and Grez were to
leave before telling him about the
trip. He recalled having read about
children who were dving being taken
to Disney World and asked his
mother. “*Am I going to die?”

“Yes. but so am 1" she told him.
“He said he would rather go to Dis-
ney World and come home and die
than not to go.”

Greg was a student at Covington
Junior High. Until his illness pre-
vented it. he had a paper route, en-
joyed baseball and was working to-
ward his Eagle Scout rank.

Scouts from Treop 1007 formed an
honor guard at kis funeral.

Dr. Carol Turner. coordinator of ca-
reer/vocational education for the Bir-
mingham Schools. praised Mrs. Gil-
lard for her efforts in making the trip
possible.

county. state and federal agencies. The program
includes a $1.9 million inmajor road construction.
with a city cost of $163,414, $41.900 in local slreel
construction. to cost the city §16.294, $316,750 i

sidewalk-bike path construction, city cost o[
$226.750. $148.247 for traffic signal improvements,
city cost. $28.327 and $95.000 for public transporta-
tion and related consttuction with a city cost of

\la]ﬂr road construction includes;

* Northland and Northwestern nghway bridge
deck repair.

= North Park and Northwestern: bridge deck re-

pair.
= M-39 over Nine Mile: bridge deck répair.
® US-24 north of Twelve Mile: Widening to
eight _divided lanes.
= Ten Mile and Inkster: improved intersection.
* Twelve Mile and Inkst improved inter-

Southfield’s  roads
may not be paved in
gold, but a Iot of
green is being spent
on construetion this
year. Scenes_ like this
will familiar
around town in 1977,
(Staff photo)

stabilization projects on Helen, Bush, Churches
and Wakedon.

Sidewalk-bike path construction locations are
Civic Center Drive, US-24 to Evergreen; Ever-
green. Civic Center to Eleven Mile: Nine Mile,

g to l.au : Nine Mile, Prosper to Divine
Providence: Mile, Brandywyne across
Levey School and additional locations to be deter-

o Schcdu]cd for new traffic signals are the inter-

sections of Ten Mile and Berg; Ten Mile and
Beech: Greenfield and Lincoln Center: Lahser at
Southfield High School: Nine Mile and Rutland:
Ten Mile and Inkster: Twelve Mile and Inkster
and Thirteen Mile at Rock Creek.
Left turn phases will be at Twelve Mile and
Evergreen and Twelve Mile and Lahser.

Bus stop pads are planned for 35 locations and
bus stop shelters for nine.
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GARAGE DOOR OPERATORS

4
G‘mw 4500

CRYPTAR Il DIGITAL CONTROLS
*175.00 installed
1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
ALLIANCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.
358-3833 SCUTHFIELD
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o Fall Special

Famous Name

John Meyer

poly-flannel Slacks *
with 1/2 elastic back
for good fit
Black, Navy, Beige, Brown, Grey

Reg. $30 Special This Week at S1 8

24370W. 10 Mile Hours: 10-6 Daily
{Just W. of Telograph) Sat.til5

Southlietd 352-2052

® Guaranieed to reduce heatloss.

- by100°0r30%

eLowers your gas bill by esti-
mated 20 % to 50%

» Gas pressure lowered by 20%.

@ Saves money @ Saves energy

® Increase furnace efliciency

THRIFTY-VENT guarantses o
gedocs wasted hott by 100% of

0% or. your money back and
Sovp the i

AUTHORIZED DEALER

CUT YOUR GAS BILL!
Featuring THRIFTY VENT

Unique patented device guarantees to reduce
your furnace’s heat loss by at least 30%.
e f, 5

Complete Energy
Efficiency Packages
Including:

» ® Insulation
@ Replacement Windows
® Insulated Siding
«w ® Roofing
‘® Water Heaters
Licensed and Insured
FHATerms

; " Perfoct lumber for inexpensive shelving

SUMMER SALE
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CASH & CARRY PRICES
Good on ali lengths through 16

COMMON
PINE BOARDS

x4
1x6

.39‘ tin. n:
55¢ tin. 1.

cabinets or any other around the home pro-
ects. All lomber clean, dry and ready to use!

'SAVE $1 PER GALLON

| LOOKS LIKE WOOD

- Whereos Olympic Stoin enhonces woods

PAINT
LOOKS LIKE PAINT
STAIN

Save $50 to $200 a year

High energy costs, escatating every year.
Continuing energy shoriages.

0 good reasons why you should take
‘another 100k at how much insulaticn you have.
Come in and ask for a tree Owens-Corning
Fiberglas brochure Ihat tells you how much
you can save by adding insulation, whether

You heat with gas, eleciricity or oil.

But remember. Every day you wait it's maney
through the rool.
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WHEN YOU'RE DOWNSTAIRS
AT MODERN...

shopping for office supplies and equipment, come up
and have alook at our UPSTAIRS! You'll find the finest
in furnishings for home and office, sofas, chairs, paint-
ings & graphics, lamps, clocks and much more.

All that, and weekly specials like this:

“YPSTAIRS” SPECIAL

oo/ 0 savihgs

onall PAINTINGS & GRAPHICS

in stock
oneweek only
now, through August12th

Moderh Office Suppl
- 642-5600

MON-FRI 8:00-5:00 p.m.

31535 SOUTHFIELD ROAD
(between 13 & 14 Mile Rds.)

y Co.

in your attic today.

on your fuel bills.**
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GIANT S2CAL. Y
BARRELS

FULL OR CUT IN HALF FOR PLANTERS

PUT ON
A NEW ROOF

Paint covers wood's natural beouty.

naturol texture a
wood the protect

"ROMEX WIRE

ROLLS ALSO AVAILABLE

Dont wait for Summer ond Fall's »*
violent weather to take it's toll on your
existing roof. Now you can add years of
beauty and protection to your home.
with our large selection of shingles and
rooiing supplies now priced to save you
. FREE ESTIMATES FOR THE \§

250’ Roll
14-2:W/6d 6 1/2 . )

money . .
9 ¢ ASKING . . . NO OBLIGATION.
12-2-W/Gd. Ft.
SEAl-DOWN s 7
ASPHALT
25FT., 50 FT., 100 FT. SHINGLES P Bdl,

$17.25PERSQ. 3 Bdls. Per 106 Sq. Ft,

185
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LIGHT FIXTURES 4'x8' STOCKADE FENCE

PANELING | VIET0ENG pavar I 0% PEGBOARD CLOSE-OUT .
on-J * Eosy lo Create o Vonety of o
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