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Thursday, August 4, 1977

Consumer mailbag

Why write your legislator? Here are a few reasons

In the past few
months, our office has
received many questions
on the impact of the indi-
vidual on our legislative
process. The following
column will reflect a
compilation of .those
questions most often
asked. John Sobetzer, an
attorney and_executive
director of East Mich-
igan Environmental Ac-
tion Council is our guest
writer.

Why should I contact
my legislator?

The standard replies
to this question include
stating one should do so
to be a good citizen and
so that the legislator
knows which way to rep-

resent you.

The fact is that your
legislator will be con-
tacted by lobbyists, pow-
erful sel{-interest
groups, and a few citi-
zens. If you do not in-
dicate to your legislator
wiat you feel on an
issue, you cannot expect
him or her to vote the
way you feel. You can
expect the positions of
the lobbyists to be an im-
portant factor in the leg-
islator’s vote.

‘That is true in theory,
but my letter or call
won't mean very much.
With all the mail they
get and the direct con-
tacts of lobbyists, how

much impact can I
have?
Plenty. On  most

issues, legislators re-
ceive very little mail.
Even on the most con-
troversial issues an aver-
age representative may
only receive 15 letters.
One letter means much
more, therefore. than
one vote.

As for the lobyists.
they certainly do have in-
fluence. A few letters
may not be able to
counter it, but 50 letters,

bad in all its ramifica-
tions. You may not
place much credibility
in either of the opposing
sides arguments. Or you
may simply feel there
are so many bills T am
asked to write on, why
write on this one?

Again, you can ex-
press your general con-
cern to the legislator.
You can do a littie read-
ing on the issue your-
self. In the end you
must make a choice just
as you did an the bottle-
bill when it was a refer-

endum issue. You don't
need to be a scientist to
express your opinion.
Your legislator isn't.
When writing, the let-
ter need only be a brief
one, explaining your posi-
tion. You may add a
couple of .reasons as

well. Nothing fancy is
needed.

Where and how do I
send it?

Representatives or sen-
“ators: Capilol Building,
Lansing, Mich, 48901

For more detailed in-
formation on how the

Crescent-shaped Sofa
with luxuriously pad-
ded and -olled arms
and back. Stunning...
in your choice of fab-
ries. . . to suit your de-
cor,

Sale from $640

style

florals.

Beautiful crescent-shaped
Sofa in loose pillow-back
with matching
bolsters. Choose your fab-
ric from over 600 delightful
patterns, solids, tweeds or

Sale from $657

legislative rocess
works, how to contact
your legislator, and ad-

s, send a self-ad-
dressed, stamped enve-
lope to EMEAC, 1 North-
field Plaza. Troy, 48308,
and request our Legisla-
tive Handbook.

Where else can I write
now that I'm writing my
letter?

Of course. the gover-
nor should be contacted
since he represents
everyone in the state. In
a way. so do the Demo-

Special 20% Savings on Colonnade Sofas,

cratic and Republican
leaders in each house.
Sometimes the issue
will involve a govern-
ment agency such as the
Department of Natural
Resources and it should
be contacted directly.
Remember that a let-

and Thomasville Bedrooms & Dining Rooms . . .

~ LaGalerie
Provencale

ter to the editor in the
newspaper helps too.

Please address ques-
tions to Consumer Mail-
bag, Concern Inc. De-
troit, [ Northfiled Plaza,
Troy, Mich. 48093.

47

on the other side, prob-
ably will. Remember.
the letters they receive
are their one measure of
their districts’ position
on an issue. It is the
on!y way to counter lob-

for bedroom

and dining room

As for public interest
groups. their only power
comes from citizen sup-
port. Letters and logic

B iheir only strengtl Thomasville recreates treasures from the 17th and 18th Century in an

exciting, new La Galerie Provencale collection for bedroom and dining
room. (Our series includes many more pieces than shown plus an as-
sortment of occasional living room items ... ALL SUMMER SALE
PRICED!) Authentic French design detail is seen in the deep relief
carvings and beautifully shaped panels. Wormy oak veneers and oak
solids are carefully blended to create a naturally distressed finish.

But, what if I'm not
an expert on the legisla-
tion, can I take a posi-
tion? What do I say?

You may already have
a general opinion on an
issue. For example, you
may be concerned with
the quality of water in
the Great Lakes and the
increased rate of eu-
trophication they are ex-
periencing.

Convey that concern
to your legislator. It
may spark his or her in-

OUT VETY OWN .
Label of Distinction

® Night Stand ... Sale $184

® Full or Queen-size Headboard
and Frame ... Sale $288

© 42” Door Chest . .. Sale $625

® 66” Dresser ... Sale $565

® Matching Mirror . .. Sale $112

Here’s the collection you’ve been waiting for . . . now at Sum-
mer Sale Prices! Our very own fine, elegant Sofa creations, so
skillfully crafted to our specifications, carries our own Colon-
nade Collection Label. These three distinctive styles are from

terest in  legislation our large collection of Colonnade Sofas ... in an excellent
which would protect the fabric selection! You may choose your own style ... choose
reat Lakes. yourown fabric. . . choose your shape and cushion comfort. . .

If a specific bill such
as HB 4023, which would
ban the use of phos-
phates in laundry deter-
gents comes up then you
can take a position and
convey it to your-legisla-
tor.

at Savings of 20% OFF! See them on the Main Floor, The
Colonnade.

Of course sometimes
you don't know if the
specific bill is good or

DNR ok’s
Holly
camps

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has
awarded the Oakland

County Parks and Recre- Meticulous craftsmanship can be seen throughout this collection, Note
ation Commission a the interesting parquet door panels and quality hardware . .. special
grant for $139.500 for the features from the original French Provincial pieces. Edges are worn,

_then highlighted as through years of use. The finishes are a treasure of
delight for decorating in the Country French style. Of course, we have
many more pieces, not shown, i at our iti Sale
Prices

® 44" x 68” Trestle Table (opens to 108”)...Sale $515

o Ladder-back Side Chair...Sale $136eArm Chair...Sale $149

e 66” Deck and Huntboard...Sale $700
® 70” Closed Deck ..Buffet (not shown)...Sale $1250

® 49” China (not shown)...Sale $1050 .

construction of 55 mew
campsites and improve-
‘ment of existing sites at
Groveland Qaks County
Park near Holly.

. [Miitial approval of the
‘grant was announced at
a commission meeling
in July. The commission
also announced the DNR
had rejected bids for
funds to develop a soft-
‘ball complex at Water- B
ford Oaks County Park
!in Pontiac, and for a

Loose pillow-back style Sofa /
with matching bolsters. . .
deeply padded, rolled tuxedo
arms. You will enjoy choos-
ing your fabric from our ex-

quisite selection. Sale from $670

;grant to develop an envi- en Monday,

‘ronmental center at In- hursday & Friday

-dependence QOaks County until 9:0g PM. . r
‘Park near Clarkston. |- ST

‘The grant was referred
‘to the County Board of
WCommissioners for final
gapprwal..
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