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By MARTIN E. MARTY
Nothing works.
My television set does not work be-
.cause it was casually assembled. My
s payments on it are messed up be-
" cause the billing system is automated
and something went wrong with it.

- The person in the retailer’s com-

" plaint department did not listen to me
because she was bored. waiting only
for coffee break. When the TV repair-
man finally came to my home. he left
behind some cigarette ashes on my
floor. an outrageous bill and a still
malfunctioning set.

So goes the typical citizen com-
plaint.

“NOTHING WORKS” often really
means. “No one works.” Many people
‘work as few hours as possible. as

-carelessly as possible, finding &ttle

meaning in what they do.

Meaninglessness also carries over
into the world of these who du work.
who overwork: the managers and the
competitive executives. They have be-
come workaholics, compulsive and ul-
cerous types. They can hardly serve
as models for a moral or healthy ap-
proach to work.

Work represents only half our wak-
ing lives. The other half includes lei-
sure. play and sport. Here there are
just as’ many complaints. A person
hears that “no one plays.” Everyone
waltches. We are becoming a nation of

+ broad-buttocked viewers, numbed by
spectatoritis.

We seem to be joining the corrupt
Romans in late stages of their civ-
ilization. And the gladiators or athlet-
es we watch today also do not play.
They are “things.” “meat™: they are
only working for money in com-
mercialized and grim sports. ¢ -

. When people do play. it is said. they

are compulsive about_it. ‘They jam
highways on weckends in order to be
able laler to speed across lakes or
drink themselves into stupars at lake-
sides. The word of British visitor Lord
Bryce in’ 1380 seems confirmed: “Life
is very tense in America. . .a tension
which appears to be increasing.

BECAUSY WORK and play come so
close to the heart of the meaning of
life itsclf, they have usually been asse-
ciated with religious ideas.

Thus the Hebrew Scriptures say
that in the begihning. work was a
curse, God's punishment for man's
having sinned. But the same God
later endowed work with meaning.

The Greeks thought less of work.
They tried to get slaves to do it. and
then measured life by what people
ware when thev were at feisure.

Attitudes about work and play came
to America via Europe. The northern
Protestant people gave us our “work
eathics™ because they did find meaning
in all kinds of work. People served
Gnd not especially in the monastery
or priesthood but in all vocations or
callings. Following a divine order,

tern of what appears to be decadent
leisure.

So also with work. The workaholics
and steadfastly employed people com-
plain about welfare cheaters and
idlers, while the elites, in turn, are re-
sented because they are overpaid.

AFTER ALL the talk of tastes and
prejudices is past. it remains clear
that we do have a problem with work
and play. At its root may very well be
the,loss of the old religious sense of
vocation, the values that made it pos-
sible for people to see life as a harmo-
nious whole, lived out under the eve
of eternity.

But even where religious values sur-

vive. as they do in the lives of mil-.

lions. rany ‘people feel alienated in
their work—divorced from nature gnd
their own essential nature. deprived
of power and meaning and standards.
interchangeable. isolated from each
other. used as objects.

It would appear that many penple.

lacking a senise of vocation, work te-
diously only in order to have leisure.
But such leisure offers new fulfill-
ments. Not a few pleasureseekers
hdve agreed with the poet Charles
Baudelaire: -

“One must work. if not from taste
then at least from despair. For. to re-
duce everything to a single truth:
work is less horing than pleasure.”

ATTEMPTS TO recover value and
meaning. whether for those who re-
main religious or for those who do
not. will have to begin with efforts to
see work and play again as com-
plementary and interacting parts of
life.

Moral recovery will begin with con-
sistent resistance against the process-
es that make persons into things.
whether in their roles as alienated
workers or as benumbed consumers
or spectators.

‘The German social ethicist Dietrich
von Oppen. in his book “The Age of
the Person.” found possibilities for
the recovery of what it means to be a
person and to care for other persons
in the very midst of technological so-
ciety. But the “Age of the Person™
will emerge enly if people make
rather thoughtful and serious efforts

to help it along. -

As leisure time increases. the ques-

tion “What do you do?” will mean"

less than it did when work was the en-
compassing feature of life. The new
test will have to do more with the
kind of care and concern people can
show each other. for example in retire-
ment homes and leisure centers.

" IF WORK IS not—and cannot be-
come—very satisfying. then persosal
fulfillment must come in part by di-
minishing the portion of life which
people give over to work and by in-
vesting leisure life with better alterna-
tives.

|, George Orwell sneered that such ef-
forts meant that reformers were “sav-
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STARTS NEXT MONDAY OUR SUMMER IN-
STORE WAREHOUSE STYLE CROSS COUNTRY
SKI EQUIPMENT SALE. SEE OUR BIG AD IN NEXT
SUNDAY'S NEWS AND FREE PRESS FOR SPECIF-
ICS. BAVARIAN VILLAGE SKI SHOPS.
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few of us would give up the mixed
blessings of our present technical and
industrial order.

ON CLOSER exarfination. many of
the commplaints have less to do with
ethics than with esthetics. less with
morals than with tastes.

Fastidious - upper<class people sim-
ply do not appreciate the style of
those who while away the leisure
hours at the pool hall and frequent

bingo games at the Legion Hall. In  should mean; this can be a first step each
turu. the bingo players have no use  toward realizing “The Age of the Per- .
for the country club set and its pat-  son.” piece

contribute: to moral confusion when
they cause persons to become like
things or when they lead to the mis-
use ‘of persons by others. they also

more complementary.

No single strategy will satisfy every-
one in a culture in which a register of
vocations lists more than 20.000 differ-
ent kinds of jobs and in which a cata-
logue of avoocations would list even
more hobbies. crafts and styles of
garses.

But we ngsl all concentrate single-
mindedly on'the root problem of how
work and play interact and.what they
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These superior mattress and box spring sets were designe:l for Towne & Country. The innerspring -
matiress has hundreds of resilient steel coils for great durability and years of trouble-free service and . N
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