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belf-servme isn’t everything

By PATRICK KELLY

N

Once upon a time, motorists could depend upon

the corner service station

to wipe the winshield,

check the oil and fluid levels in the battery and
. radiator and even check the tires and the air pres-

sure in them.

Not anymore. Now. the motorist can save
money on gasoline at a self-service station and
may be dnving a time bonb with bad tires and no

If-servi

glected aspects of malntenance and care related
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studies
have found that underinfiation by 4-12 pounds can
reduce tire tread life by 1040 per cent and that

more than one of four cars has at least one se- .

riously underinflated tire.

Overinflation, on the other hand, causes exces-
sive tread wear 1o ttie center of the tread, causes
tires to “run hard” and makes them vulnerable
to impact damage.
the dwindling number of air towers

W'lh the it

of
gasoline stations and sell.service pumps at full-
service stations, motorists are being advised to
seek out periodically those stations with full-serv-

ice islands. mechanics on

rluty and air pressure

towers. A visit 1o/a fullservice island can help
keep their cars in sare. top workmg condition and

proper inflation in their ti

tires.

AN INDUSTRY GROUP reports that of the

189,000 services stations in

operatiin in 1976, more

than 68.000 of them offered some form of self-

service. Of that number,

more. than 25,000 were

total self-serivce stations. and 43.000 were split-is-
land stations. offering both self-service and full.
attended service but at separate pump islands.

. When was the last time you checked your oil or
had it checked? Better yet. when was the last
time you or some qualified auto mechanic check-
ed under your hood? If you have been going to
self-service stations, it's probably been a while.

‘Take time to have that
caps on the battery lifted

dipstick pulled and the
and the clamp on the

master brake cylinder loosened and the hoses

checked for cracks and

wear.

PROPER TIRE inflation is one of the most ne-

Automatic

seat belts

at service stations, an official of the American Au-
tomobile Association said. “We have said it's
* going ta be an increasing problem as the trend
goes to ‘gas and go." We advise motorists to make
each third fillup at a full-service station.”

J.K. ALDOUS of the AAA added, “We also en-
courage people to use an accurate hand tire air-
pressure gauge because service station air pumps
are rarely accurate! The reason for making every
third fillup at a full-service station is so a motor-
ist may have his or her tires. oil, battery. window
washer well, wiper blades and lights checked in
order to prevent damage to the car and insure-
longer car life and carefree driving.”

The oil level should be checked at least once a
week and changed according to owner manual rec-
ommendations.

Air pressure in tires should be checked every
two or three weeks and before long trips. The
best time is in the moming when you have driven
less than a mile. Readings are more accurate
whien the tires are cool. And while you're at it.
see what the owner's manual says about checking
everything else, too.
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Deluxe versions of VW’s Rabbit hatchback are equipped with

an antomatic seat belt system for front seat passengers. When
the decr is closed, the belts are not tight, but the intertia reel,

which is sensitive to both vebicle and webbing motion, takes up
any slack. In normal use, the belt permits the wearer to move

freely, but 1t locks In an emergency.
ed by a padded bolster at knee level.

Added protection is provid-
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1975 JEEP WAGDREER ‘
4 wheel drive, V-8 automatic, power
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1974 MERCURY MARQUIS

2 door, hardtop, alr, stereo, V-roof,
low mileage. exceptional car!

Check the others.
{t's money fn your
posket.

follows:

$2,877

New car Ioan?

At Fidelity, with $1200 down, you can finance
anew, $4,800 car with interest of

9.31annual
percentage

Typical example, $3600 loan:
A new car with a cost of $4800 purchased under our 36 month, low
monthly payment.plan requires a 25% down payment of $1200.
The balance of the purchase price, $3600, can be financed as

36 mos. total finance charge is only $540.00 — Annual
percentage rate is 9.31% with payments of $115.00 each.
Total amount of note: $4140.00

-BOB DUSSEAU

31625 Grand River

BIRMINGHAM'S HOMETOWN BANK

FIDELITY BANK OF MICHIGAN
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