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FEA, school board hit contract

By LYNN ORR
After 10 bargaining sessions. school
board negotiators and Farmington
Education Association (FEA) repre-

sentatives appear to hold little” hope -

that a settlement will be reached be-
fore the current contract runs out on
Aug. 31.

Agreements in class size. salary in-
creases. insurance benefits. school cal-
endar. retirement incentives, cost of
living. and layoff time notices are the
stumbling blocks confronting a new
contract for Farmington School Dis-
trict teachers, '

Each side remains skeptical that
the other side really wants a pre-
school settlement.

Teachers cite the Crestwood court

i
decision (in which the firing of strik-
ing teachers was upheld) and lack of
interest by district negotiators as pos-
sible reasons for lack of progress to-
ward a pre-school settlement.

Board negotiators sav contract talk
problems stem from the lack of a con-
tract settlement in West Bloomfield
for almost one year and an interest in
regional bargaining on the part ar the
teachers.

But both bargaining units are
pleased with initial gains in limiting
the contract articles opened for bar-
gaining to 11 out of an original 25.

“That was a significant settle-
ment.” says Richard Ringstrom. FEA
Executive Director. Robert Coleman.
Director of Employee Relations and

Transportation
gets green light

. By Louise Okrutsky
Farmington area senior citizens
could be riding in style if the Farm-
ington City Council 4grees to co-spon-
sor a bi-city transportation system.
The Farmington Area Commission
on Aging, which is proposing the sys-

lem won half the baltle Ior semor )

when
dan Farmington Hills City Council
voted in its backing by three to two.
Since the proposal has the two cities
sharing the estimated $14,000 yearly
operating cost for-the one-van system,
Farmington must agree to the plan be-
fore it's put into action. Farmington
Hills would pitch in $12.000 and Earm-
ington would give the remaining
$2,052 to the system. Cost is based on
the size of the area.
* Adcording to the proposal which the
Farmington Hills City Council accept-
ed, residents 60-years-old and older
would be able to make reservations
for door to door pick up 24 hours iri 48~
vance of a trip. The 12 passenger. van
would stay within the boundaries of
the two cities except for trips to
Twelve Oaks Mall, Novi and weekly
visits to nearby hospitals.

Two dissenting votes to the plan
were cast by Tayor Joan Dudley and
Councilman Robert Amori. Mrs. Dud-
ley was in favor of a_transporation
system but had reservallons about Jim-
iting its use to seni

SHE WOULD LIKE TO SEE the sys-
tem eventually expand to include an-
other less mobile part of the cities”
populauon teens and youngsters.

“I'm afraid that I can’t honestly
and wholeheartedly support a system
that doesn't address all the people,”
she said.’

Many teens rely on parents for
their transporation. If their parents
are too busy or disinterested to drive
them to after-school activities, teens
can be just as immobile as the el-

The Max Davey Siugers iake to the tambmmne :
w for a specialty number. From left, clockwise, the

derly Mrs. Dudley explamed.

Amori wanted the council to, look
into the plan further before giving it
final approval. Although his sugges-
tion fell by the wayside for want of
support, he.voted against approving
the proposal.

Councilmembers Jan Dolan, Earl
Opperthauser and Keith Deacon voted
their_ approval of the plan. Timing
wos important, according to Mrs.

géts

Controversy over the proposal “to
add a senior citizens zoning to Farm-
ington Hills’ ordinance will.land in the
City Councils’ laps, Sept. 12, After
that meeting, a public hearing could
be scheduled for Sept. 29.

In meeting with the city council. the
Farmington Hills Planning Commis-
sion and Housing Commission will pre-
sent a divided front.

Planning Commission head Dave
Stader explained to the city council
that his group was looking to the offi-
cials for guidance out of the reaims of
disagreement.

While the Housing Commission has
given ils support to senior zoning
which would alluw for one story or
RCE zones and mid-rise or RCE-1 zon-
ing, the Planning Commission opposes
the mid-rise proposal. Two of its mem-
bers doubt the need for any senior zon-

“ing_consideration,

“There is no proponent for an ordi-
nance that the Planning Commission
has no intention of recommending,”
Stader said.
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‘Not a single syllable on anything
opened has changed.’

head of the school board team.

agrees.

But there has been no other prog-
ress.

“Not a single syllable on anything
opened has changed.” Ringstrom

says.

BOTH TEAMS were hesitant to dis-
cuss school calendar issues. swhich
have been the main topic of dis-
cussion since June 15, they admit.
Class size. however. initiated consid-
erable comment from nego!ia(ors

We have a clear position on that.”
says Coleman. “We have one of the
best class size clauses in Qakland
County, and we made committments
to our residents in the millage elec-
tion that we intend to keep.”

Coleman believes the district has in
effect guaranteed the fall class size
situation by already recalling 89 of
the 105 teachers pinkslipped this fall—
“the earliest we've ever been able to
do this.” he adds. “We've guaranteed
the provisions of this year's con-

for seniors

from Hills

Dolan, since the Farmington City
Council plans to look at the proposal
Monday.

“We should show them that we
agree with them so the uty of Farm-
ington will know that we're doing
something about it.”” she said.

Otherwise, Farmington might hesti-
tate over whether the neighboring city
would eventually approve the plan, ac-
cording to Mrs. Dolan.

Senio_r zoning ball
thrown to council

WHEN THE HOUSING Commis-
sion's presentation delved into_dis-
cussions of the amount of need for
housing in the city and social implica-
tions of such development. it went
beyond the scope of the Planning Cém-
mission, Stader argued. Therefore.
the grnup decided to go to the city

While Councilmember Earl Op-
perthauser chastised the Planning
Commission for not having a public
hearing, Mayor Joan Dudley thought
Stader’s move was;commendable.

“Reviewing the motion is a good
thing to do. We should stop and take a
look when new facts come to light. In
the eyes of the planning comrmission,
those facts brought to light raised
some questions.

“It raised questions of policy, philos-

ophy of this city and how we ap-
pmach problems. \\'e should stop.
take a look and reveiw." she said.

Paul Hillebrand, Ken Covmgmn, Dan Stevens, Ke-
vin McGinnis and Mark Ennis

" ty." His intention. he said,

PLANS FOR the transportation serv-.
ice include some expansion and tackle
the problem of obtaining vans and ad-
ministering the system.

Alter the first year of operation, the
Commission on Aging suggests that
additional van equipment be pur-
chased to provide a wheelchair Jift or
ramp for the van.

The eleven or. twelve passenger van
would cost more than $7.000. Although
the Farmington Area Jaycees offered
to help raise the money, Farmington
H:lls Mayor Joan Dudley was sceptic-

“1 consider any help from the

Jaycees to be unexpected—dehghtml-

ly unexpected but unexpecled.” said
. Dudley. -

“[ would hate to have this program
contingent upon that.” she added.

Commission members picked an in-
dependent bus system after surveying
the needs of area seniors and looking
into Oakland County’s proposal for a
Dial-a-Ride_system.

Oakland County's system has yet to
establish an age limit for its riders
and has set its start date back from
September to January. 1978, accord-
ing to Ms. Bates. The rides would be
open to_college and high school stu-
dents. The cities wouldn't have direct
control - over the service and there
wasn't any way in which the Commis-
sion could guarantee to the cities that
their contributions to running the sys-
tem would be matched by an equal
amount of service.

ANOTHER SOLUTION which was
disregarded involved extending the
Farmington Taxi Service.

““Taxi cabs may not be viewed as ne-
gatively in some neighborhoods as
vans or other vehicles might,” said

(Continued on page 10A)
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tract.”

The district is askmg for a clause
that limits class size on the condition
that district revenues from state aid
membership and local property tax in-
crease by five per cent for the years
covered by the contract.

FEA representatives. however.
want class,size guarantees minus any
conditions on district revenues.

“We've has guarantees before on
both individual class size and aver-
ages.” Ringstrom says. Survevs of
teachers conducted in January in-
dicate class size is an important issue
to teachers, he says.

In initial proposals. the FEA is look-
ing\for an approximate six per cent
salary adjustment increase. plus in-
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crements. Farmington teachers are
currently working on a 10step in-

crement plan whereby salary is in-

creased in relationship to years of ex-
perience to a certain limit.

The FEA is locking for a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment as well.

“If there's going to be any kind of
agreement beyond one year. cost-of-
living has to be part of the settle-
ment.” Ringstrom says.

Approximately 60 per cent of Farm-
ington School District teachers are ap-
proaching the top of the salary sched-
ule. about $20.000 with 10 years expe-
rience and an MA.

“Farmington is in the top half of
pay in Oakland Country.” Ringstrom

. DL
In competition
Marty Priehs butterflies kis way to the finish line in the Northwest

Suburban League meet. The 8-year-old is a member of Kerdallwood
Swim Club. Complete story with pictures on page IC.

Aging Commission plans
to meet on 4th Thursday

Farmington's Commission on Aging
will meet the fourth Tuesday of each
month. Meetings are scheduled at the
Farmington City Hall. 23600 Liberty
and at the Farmington Hills City Hall.

‘A Joyful

By LORAINE McCLISH
A cultural afterhoon featuring a
family concert by Detroit’'s Max
Davey Singers and the works of a
fast-rising American artist is set for 3
p.m.. Sunday at the Farmington Com-
munity Center. Farmington Road. be-

tween Ten and Eleven Mile.

The concert is expected to be par-
ticularly beneficial for teenagers
studying musxc Guests are invited to
bring picnic lunches.

“A Joyful Noise." is one of the Max
Davey Singers' twice-a-year shows
which feature Headline entertainers.
“Ted Strasser is the guest narrator for
the show that includes familiar songs.
some sacred music, and a musical pa-
rody of television commercials.

‘The art exhibit. by.Bob Harper. of
Richmond. Va.. will be on display in
the center’s house.

Harper works mostlv in “black and
white. which he says.*can reveal my
message with more impact and clari-
“is to
paint pictures that people anywhere
in the world can identify with regard~
less of their academic or cultural
background.”

Max Davey. when the singers ex-
panded to include a small contingent
of dancers for their shows, and a head-
liner.

Membership consists of persons in-
terested in fostering a cultural atmos-
phere in the metropolitan area. An an-
nual contribution of $35 makes one a
sustaining member: palron members
donate $50.

"Members receive two free tickets to
each of the series’ regular concerts
produced in the spring and at Christ-
imas time. either in Detroit's Masonic
Temple or Ford Auditorium. Sell-out

crowds have been the norm since the |

series began.
TICKETS FOR “A Jovful Noise™

He has been on sev-
eral occasions. to paint for units: of
the U. S. Armed Forces, and in 1970,
received a commission from the U. S."
Defense Department to prepare a
series of paintings for the permanent
gallery in.the Pentagon.

ONE OF HARPER'S goals is to pro-
mote an_awareness of the arts.

His affiliation with Concert Series.
Inc.. combining graphic_art and
music. works to achiéve thal goal, he
said.

Concert Series was orgamzed by
Farmington residents Margaret and

Sports
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inside .

. them regularly.

31555 Eleven Mile.

Meetings are set for 7:30 pm.. Au-
gust 23 in Farmington and at
o.m. Sept 27. Oct. 25. Nov. 22 in
.Farmington Hills.

. ® 9
are $4 and because the Max Davey
Singers are a non-profit organization
(most of the performers donate their
services without charge) are tax de-
ductible.

Music to the Daveys. thev say. “is
as much of a spiritual mission as it is
a vocation.”

Tickets to the Farmington show are
available by calling the Daveys at
4766276, or can be picked up at the
community center. either ahead of
time. or on the_day of the show.

Parking will be allowed. only. on
the Orchard Ridge Campus of Oak-
land Commiuttity College. Free shuttle
buses will bring guests to the center.
or. in case of rain, to Mercy High
Schnol auditorium.

EXTRA(]RDINARY!

“¥ve never seen anything like it be-
tore!” Mrs. Alice Jones told us when
her furniture was sold within just one
day of her ad appearing in the Ob-
server & Eccentric classified section.
Follow her example and calt us o turn
your “extres" into “extra maney.”

MATCHED set of baby furaiture, cxib, dresser,
dressingable, thee items.

The best bargains in town are adver-
tised in the classified columas. Read

DIAL DIRECT
644-1070




