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NOW pickets
area hospital

By SHIRLEE IDEN

Nancy Roe had a dila-
tion and -cuterage last
Friday at  Providence
Hospital. On Saturday
morning, she was back
at the hospital to take a
turn at picketing with
members of the Nation-
al  Organization  for
Women.

Her real name's not
Nancy Roe, but the tall,
tan blond hesitated to
identify herself further

use she is a sher-
iff’s depuly in Wayne

Targel of the demon-
suaucn was the hospi-

composed of eight nuns

in the Roman Catholic
nrdcr of the Daughters
of Charity.

The bcard voted. ear-
fier this month to retain
Dr. Don Ray Krohn as
chief of obstetrics and
gynecology at Provi:
dence. after Krohn had
been  acquitted of
charges that he sexually
assaulted a West
Bloomfield Township

- woman after entering
her home last Oct. 1.

Charged with second-
degree criminal sexual
conduct for fondling the
woman's breasts, Dr.
Krohn. of Farmington,
testified at his non-jury
trial that he had been
drinking and had no
memory of the alleged
dssault.

His attorney further as-
?ene}i tha%1 Krulhn suf-
fers from cemia
(low blood sggglg)ya con-
dition that can cause irri-
tability and’even black-
outs.

OAKLAND COUNTY .

Circuit Judge William
r said he found Dr.
Krohn innocent because
his intoxication pre-
vented him from form-
ing the intent necessary
to commit a crime.

Dr. Krohn still faces’

criminal _ misdemeanor
charges of driving under
the influence of liquor
and failure to stop on
the orders of a police of-
ficer as a result of the in-
cident. He has also been
sued by his alleged vic-
tim since Judge Beer's
ruling.

Judge Beer's decision
and the action of the hos-
pital  trustees  both
sparked strong protests
from NOW. The Oakland
County NOW chapter
has lobbied against Dr.
Krohi's retention as ob-
stetrics and gynecology
department  head at
Providence despite
threats of legal action.

Although hospital
Board members declined
to make public the condi-
tions under which they
retained Dr. Krohn, his
attorney, William Wil-
son, said Dr. Krohn will
be required to follow a
diet prescribed by his
physlcxan and  must
promise not to drink.

Dr. Krohn's physician
will report monthly to
the hospital conceming
his patient and Provi-
dence’s medical director
w:ll monitor  Krohn's
WO!

Wllsan said the condi-
tions will be in effect for
one year.

Sandra Karr, presi-
dent of Oakland County
NOW, said that being on
a diet and not drinking
do nothing to alleviate
the immediate fear for
the safe!y of women
patients. “We_are out-
raged,” said Ms. Karr.

Reassurances that Dr.
Krohn would be mon-
itored also did nolhmg
to reassure Ms.

—-7-‘#1/TOLD my doctor I

NOV

didn‘t want anything tn}
with Dr. Krohn be-{
fore I went into Provid
dence for my dilation!
and cuterage,” she said.
“I didn't'want him any-
where near me and I
put that in writing in a| .
letter to my doctor. .;

“I see sexual assault |
cases and -criminal as-
saults a lot in my
work.”" Ms.”Roe contin-
ued. "1 was extremely
surprised and very dis-
appointed at  Judge
Beer's decision. It's a
travesty. I've worked in
Qakland County and I
can't believe this.

“As a law officer, I
think it shows there's a
breakdown in the sys-
tem. The people of Oak-
land County should vote
Judge Beer right out of
office.”

Ms. Karr said when
NOW members decided
to picket the hospntzl
Providence officials
asked the Southfield Po-
lice to arrest them.

*“The grounds are pri-
vate pmpeny " she ex-
plained. “But the 20 foot

y area near Nine
Mile is public property
and the police said we
could stay there.”

More than 50 men and
womnen took part in the
early morning demon-
stration. At times, the
rally caused traffic to
slow as passers-by tried
to read the signs carried
by the pickets. 3

Marty Alvin. a South-
field attorney and a
NOW member, said he
was there to see that no
trouble occured.

“I'd like to make sure

said.
“1 BELIEVE in jus-

tice.” said Ann Trexell g

of Allen Park, *And jus-
tice hasn't been done e
ther for the women he
(Dr. Krohn) molested or

for women he may treat

in_the future.”

Shirley Monson  of
Farmington, immediate

past chairwoman  of
Vllchxgan NOW. sees
serious_implications for
our society in the hospi
tal board's decision to re-
tain Dr. Krohn as well
as Judge Beer’s ruling.

“Our society is so in-

volved with consenting R

adults at this time and
yet, the trend seems to
be to condone violation
of the non-consenting
aduit, usually a
woman,” she said. “All
women seem to be fair
game for men.*
James Lafferty, a Bir-

. mingham attorney who

once ran for congress,
said he had two reasons
for being part of the pro-

test.
“I'm struck by the sex-
ism involved." he said.
“The hospital seems un-
concerned  with  pro-

“Secondly, there is
class and the privilege
of status. ¥ know full
well when people do get
to court, status and
class gives them privi-
lege. After all we've
been through with the
Watergate scandal, it is
disturbing to see the law
treat people unequally.

“I can't remember
when in Michigan such
an offense was treated

summarily. Judge
Beer applied a different
standard to the doctor
than he would to anyone
else.”

For.several hours, the
picketers carried their
accusmg signs.

Physican, heal thy-
sell.” one read.
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