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Marriage always deserves a fair trial |

In the midst of a rising rate of di-
vorce. a lot has been said in defense
of the constructive nature of splitting
up. For many. divorce has been the
beginning of a happier, healthier life.
And the relaxation of legal obstacles

to divorce has prevented a lot of un-
necessary hassles and pain.

But there is another side to this
coin. Because of the ease and appar-
ent acceptabilily of divorce. too many
couples now look to this sotution as a

Moral perspectives

first or second choice rather than as a
last resort. When their marriage
seems to be foundering, an iricreasing
number of couples head quickly for
the life boat of legal dissolution Father
than staying with the ship. And."in so
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The American syStem

should work for all

We who read this are special people
because the free enterprise system
works for suburbanites. We have in-
come, pay bills, and feel satisfactions.

My case is nol uncommon. My fa-
ther began life in a ghetto of immi-
grants and went ta work at 12 to help
provide food for his family. By early
adulthood he owned a business and
changed to a second career. By mid-
fife his three sons had completed col-
lege and graduate school.

But unemployment, hunger. crime,
and dispiriting apathy plague millions
who have no story of success. Some-
thing has gone wrong and it is com-
mon to call.the suffering person a fail-
ure. Ocmsionzlly there is reason to
blame the one in trouble but more
uften it is the economic system which
nas failed.

THE MOST URGENT business for
we who appreciate how the system
has treated us is to make American
economics work for all. Humans have

a right to eam a living.

We are all involved in the produc-
tion and exchange process. It is im-
moral to wait for government or mys-
terious tycoons to act. We can umsl
that our place of work parti te in
solving_problems.

Any dollar saved in production or
distribution®an become part of pay-
roll money for someone in need.
Waste is #he enemy. The crucial issue
in America is ]()bS

We live with throw-away items and
built-in obsolescence. It is easy to feel
quality doesn't matter. Then the
dream of improving fades as results
of labor are treated like junk.

WE NEED lo feel incentives. Some
are intangible. like simply expressing
apreciation. Others deserve economic
notice for merit. Our moral duty is to
increase the feeling that what pcoplc
around us are doing matlers.

We need two-way vision so we look
ahead for advancement and back to

. Rabbis elect officers

- Detroit’s Rabbinical Commission
fias elected as its new president.
Rabbi Milton Rosenbaum of Temple
Emanu-El in Oak Park.

. Other officers are: vice president,
Rabbi Isracl Halpern of Congregation
Beth Abraham-Hillel, West
Bloomfield: secretary-treasurer,
Rabbi Emst Conrad of Temple Kol
Ami, West Bloomfield; and honorable
president, Rabbi Leon Fram of
Temple Israel. Detroit.

The long standing Rabbinical Com-
mission has a double purpose. Accord-
ing to Rabbi Halpern. “it is the only
facility in the community where
vabbis of the various shudes of Jewish
religious thinking can meet together
to discuss mutual concers vis-a-vis
the Jewish community.

“In matters of interest to the gener-
al community. not necessarily Jewish
issues. it is a body through which we
can express a united religious opin-
ion.”
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be sure we improved the trail for
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those coming. of al

doing, they are often’ giving up with-
out a really fair trial of the strength
of their marriage.

Divorce courts are crowded with in-
dividuals who think they have suf-
ficient reason for quitting. But many
haven't reaily tested this.

Sitting in the courts is the wife of a
young marriage. She once dreamed
that marriage is always harmonious.
But when her relationship showed
signs of discord and differences, she
concluded that she and her husband
must be rmsmalched So she has run

dream of a fresh start, unburdened by
the mistakes and ruts of. his past.

And with them, too, is the wife of
the lonely, empty relationship who
threatened divorce to get the anenuon
of her *Missouri-mule” d. But
when they finally began to can!ronl
the pile of unresolved conflicts, she
and her husband were both dis-
couraged by its size. And now she is
carrying out her threal.

Sitting sadly in the courtroom. they
all have so much in common. They
had such high hopes for their mar-
nages and now they have none. They
about their future.

to divorce with d tears,
hoping to find the right partner next
time.

Next to’] lner. sitting in stiff mlgla
tion. is the husband who has chosen di-
vorce instead of compromise. He mar-
ried with a clearly explicit contract:
he would .provide -for the material
needs; she would nurture him. raise
his children, and be his willing sexual
partner. This was their agreement:
.and no provision was;made, or in-
tended. for a wife's career or a “liber-
‘ated” marriage. So, rather than going
through the pain of accomodating to
l::js new contract. he chooses to end
h -

in the pmducl\nrl and exchange

proc- o
ess is a fact and Wwe'heed to stop think-

ing competiiton méans impeding prog-
ress for others. Children’s stories are
profoundly true as they describe the
trek from seed to 3

Morality is to see that the system in-
cludes all of us and we must make
the system work for all. Each of us
can help by improving productivity
and qu'\hty The better the systém
works in my spot. the more it can
work for those currently being shut
out. 1t is in our self interest to make
jobs and incentives available to all.
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Hamtramck  will be

sistea by members of

WITH THEM, in the divorce court
crowd. is the jilted wife who feels that
divorce is the only revenge for in-
fidelity. She runs from the agony of

ing to put her marriage back to-
gether after such a painful catast-
rophe.

With them is the mlddleaged man,

who feels crushed by the routine of
his life.Marriage and family only
mean obligations to him, along with
_the other traps of his lifestyle. So, in-
“stead of learning how he has actually
conspired to trap himself, he runs to a

bul they are-more frightened of the
prospect of staying with the mar-
riage. They either don't know what
they could do to salvage their mar-
riages, or they are afraid to try. And.
in almost every case, these divorcing
individuals have not really tested
their hopeless conclusions.

THE MAJORITY of divorces are
not preceded by professional coun-
seling. And even more divorces are
not preceded by a strongly-motivated
attempt to save the relationship. The
fear and discouragement that accom-
panies the consideration of divorce
are so painful that they fill the minds
of the couple. And all they want is to
get behind them so they can stop hurt-
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H’anging in there, in spite of such
miserable apprehension, is an act of

courage.

But that is exactly what's needed.

Divorce is such a profound treat-
ment for curing our problems that it
must be reserved for the last resort,
The cost of divorce is so high to the
couple, their family. and even to so-
ciety, that it must not be used unnec-
essarily.

In the same way that our socieyt

BOB TRENZ.

Ph.D.

provides due process before punishing
d couples must ex-
that their relation-
before sentencing

il
ship is *not guilty
it to an end.

Divorce should only be carried out
when partners have the conviction.
“beyond a reasonable doubt.” that
they cannot or will not do what is nec-
tﬁary to make a success(ul relation-
!

Snch a conviction should be based
on really trying and testing your abili-
ties. not just on hypothetical dis-
cussions. It should be reached only
after using outside, professional help
aimed at analyzing and correcting the
problems. And this means really
usmg that help. not just a token partic- .
ipat

No dwarce shoutd occur unless both..
individuals clearly comprehend the.
reason for the failure and the ways .
that it could be saivaged. A decision
to divorce should only be made when
partners know what is needed but are -
convinced that they won't or can't do
it.

Bob Trenz is a psychologist and..
marriage counselor in Rochester.
Questions for Dr. Trenz may be sent
to P.0. Box 64, Rochester 48063.

the site of an adult edu-
cation course entitled
“The Pleasures of Being
Polish™ this fall. -

Sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Michigan Ex-
tension ~ Service  and
Wayne State  Univer-
sity’s College of Lifelong
Learning, the 10-week
course will be held every

the faculties of the col-
lege and other Orchard
Lake Schools. SS. Cyril
and Methodius Seminary
and St. Mary Prepara-
tory.

Polish history. liter-
ature, art, film, and lan-
guige will be covered.

For registration _infor-
mation. call the Wayne

earns doctorate

- Carl L. Middleton Jr., Orchard,
Lake theology instructor, now has a
doctorate in medical-moral values.

- Middleton is chairman of the theolo-
gy department at St. Mary College
and an instructor in systematic and
pastoral theology at SS.

Methodius Seminary. Both schools are
located in Qrchard Lake, northwest of
troit.

He received the degree from the
Consortium of Higher Education in Re-

ligion Studies through United Theologi-
cal Seminary, Dayton. He and his
wife, Rosemary. live in Union Lake
with their son. Anthony. 3.

In addition to his teaching duties,
Middleton is director of continuing
education, director of field education
and associate director of the Orchard
Lake Center for Pastoral Studies.

He is a noted lecturer and has had
several articles published in the areas
of moralily. medical ethics, and reli-
gious education.

Thursday from Sept. 39
through Dec. 8.

Classes will be held in
the Albert J. Zak Memo-
_rial Library. on Caniff in
Hamtramck, from 7-8:45
p.m.

State University Center
for Adult Education at
877-461

¥r. Leonard F. Chro-
bot. dean of St. Mary Col-
lege at Orchard Lake
and a recognized nation-
al expert in the area of
ethnicity. will teach. as-
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Plan your

weddin

ol our partys

Stightty averwhelmed by the defalls of i
e e by R?&nmoweddlng?k\dohwwhoid?

s plonned oround young brides o bewi gifs and advice
from a full zange of bridal plolesslonu

Andlr’so'unwavleplan(mmeb
lons.

Callnow for reservations.
Déane Jurick or Wawrwen Barnber

Tmusualy ot home 4 P.M.
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Paul Aiallo, Jr. — Minister
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Greek Orthodox Churcl
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10:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy
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Firgt United Methodist Church
1589 West Muplu‘m Pleasant

Mintsters: James W. Wright, G. Bryn Evans
. John H. Bunce, Thomas H. Beaven
Church Sarvices 8:30 and 10:00 A.M,

Church School 10 A.M.

Nursery Care Provided

Maple ot Inkster

SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAY STHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMi .
CHILD CARE ROOM Sunday 10:15 AM. — W
READING ROOM—in Pine Lake Mall — 651-7740

Occhard Lake Rd. at Lone Pine Rd. -

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10:005:30; Thurs. & =
Fri, 10:00-9:00

All are welcome at our Church Services

and the Reading Rooms
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